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W, fllowed Fram whish Portland soffered in
cotmman with every eity in the United Htutm_. A large
whant erop in 1884 failed to reliove the stran, Ill'.l'l\llb'.l?
tlio market price of that commodity was the lowest it
hid Boon in neontury.  Auotlier large erop was hnrvested
i posst fudl, fully twien that of the year befars, and ns
the moarket is much botter than it was a year ngo, wi are
pow fecling the good effects of the free cireulntion of
poney  resulting from the Jurge sales already mnde.
“III'I!:L{ thin period of two years thousands have settled
wpom vaesnl Innd i the pegion tributary to the city, and
B reds of thoussnds of gores of wilil land have been

The enilronds have begun extend-
g their lines into the new producing regions. The
[ titon |'l||'i|i1‘ liak L‘rltllwl here n l[m-[l walor tl'l’lllillll!‘.
aned that grent prosperity which onthusinsts in 1883 so

comvortod into furms.

confidently exppeted to eome upon us sulilenly in some
apernstural manner is now reaching us in the regalar
order of nnture, just as all prodent men believad,  Port-
el 10 opperging from the dark elowd of “hard times"
that has hong over the nation for two years, more solid
than before, with the line of future growth clearly de-
fineed.  Novone bhut the veriest dreamer elaimed more for
His ity in s speetlative period than is claimed for it
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slosed. Tron fronts are being used in building mora
than formerly, and our local iron works are th‘ua finding
a new direction for their industry. The material in com-
mon use i8 brick, the buildings being generally faced
with plaster and sanded to represent stone. This opera-
tion not only improves their Appearance, but serves to
protect the walls from any disintegrating tendency of the
eloments. Of genuine stone buildings there are none,
though several, such as the First National Bank and
Custom House, have their foundations and a portion of
the lower walls constructed of stone. The chief reason
for the non-use of stone is the great expense of trans-
porting it from the quarries in the mountai.nn. This
region has an abundance of excellent building stone
which will be utilized when the cost of obtaining it is
brought within reasonable limits. The great hotel, which
covers nn entire block, was completed to the top of the
first story with solid stone, and cost for construction fo
that point about £110,000. If eompleted on the original
plans it will be a solid stone strocture five and one-half
stories high. I'rame buildings are not permitted to be
erected within the fire limits, which embrace all of the
business portion of the city,

now upon more substantind gronnds, Many things which
wire then but matlers of faith are now matters of fact,
nnd the future i olonrer Boeause roliovind of the indefin-
e hndo which boowing speculntors had thrown about it,
Such i hriof sketol of the eqmmercinl earcer of the
chiof eity of the Pacific Northwest.  What it is to-dny
sud what are the conditions upon which its fature growth
e predicated the following pages will roveal. In them
the thoughtfol wan of Dusiness will find those materinl
fnets which he requires 4o form an intelligent opinion.
Portlnnd in n ity of 30,000 people within its charter
limits, and 10000 more reside in East Poriland nnd
Albina, praetically portions of the city, The popalation
in squal to that of any four cities in Oregon and Wash.
Ington, whilo the volume of business transnceted is oqunl
o that of all other eitios of this region combined, Since
the eonsus of 1880, when (he eity and suburbs had a
population of 20814, the growth of population and husi
nows has been romarkable. The ratio of incresse was
preatost during the three yoars of specnlntion,
in the past two years of unusual commoercial
the vity has mnde flattering mdvancemont.
Intter poriod, and B
oomtly business

but even
dopression
During the
inlly the year just closed, many
blocks wore ereeted. Muny !'r‘.nillt'lll‘i:u
anil other structures woro nlso ereetod during this period,
Lo IRREE 84,009 100 wisre expended on building improve.
fente, 2,100,500 in 18584, and during the past yoar fully
!:j_llll,llll, moloding  four buildings mm.é S’tl.'-,ll.i;.
SALIND, 5,000 apd 40,000 rewpoctively.  The figures
for 1885 represent fully 25 per cent. more buildings in
|.n.p‘.>rtu-n thim these for 1857, owing to the great reilue.
Hon an the cost of labor s materinl,  Dusiness blocks
nl_hwl_v planned or comtemplated for constroction in 1886,
with residences und other struotares, will make (he lohl'

The wholesals trade of Portland is very large in pro-
portion to the city's population. In 1884 the purely
wholesale business amounted to £40,650,000. The year
before these figures were axcended considerably, owing to
the Inrgoe business consequent upon extensive railroad
construction. The total of 1884 represents simply the
legitimate and permanent trade of the ity with the trib-
utary country exclusive of all temporary sonrees of busi-
ness.  The trade of 1585 was still greater, owing to the
development of the country and the opening up of new
fields by our merchants and manufsctarers. In loo i
over the country which naturally turns to Portland for
its goods and & market for its products, and comparing
its present condition with that of even five years ago, one
cannot fail to bo deeply impressed with the bright pros-
pects of the jobbing trade of this city, In that period &
Inrge portion of that region has more than doubled in
population, while the number of towns and retail stores
hns increased in a still greater ratio. Large areas whick
wore given up to stock raising, a business which natu-
rully yields little support to & commercial city, have been
converted into farms by the immigrants whioh have been
pouring in.  Towns and villages have sprung up in these
new localities, while the population and business of older
towns have incrensed largely. This has caused a notural
und permanent enlargement of the wholesale trade of
this city, and s this work of development is still pro-
gressing the volume of trade will be annually on th{
ascondant for many years to come. Aside from m:
spocial causes which muy arise, such as the introd:
of manufactaring, the extensive working of tlu‘m

region, ete., the wholesale trade

quartz lodes of this
Portland must be a constantly growing one from
ust pointed out—the settlement of the

fur the coming season much greater than the one just
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springing up of many new local

country and the
of trade. The construction of the Oregon Short




