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o Licutenant Governor appointad by the general ROvem-
ment.  The confederation grow out of the natural desire
of the people of the disconnected provinees to unite for
their matnnl benefit and o sooure u better form of selt-
government. To the urgent demand for the privilege of
confederating, the British Parlinment responded in 1867
by passing an act known as “The British North Amari.
can Act,” providing for the voluntary union of the various
provinces in North Amerioa under the name of the
“ Dominion of Canada,” ceding to the Dominion all the
vast unsettled area of British Amorica formarly domi-
nated by the Hudson's Bay Company, with powar {o
oreate new provinees and admit them into the union
when sufficiently populated, similar in principlo to the
custom of admitting now States into the American Union,

The act went into operation on the 1st of July, 1807,
the provinees of Nova Scotia and New Brunswiok uniting
with Upper and Lower Cannds, or, ns therealter known,
Ontario aud Quebee. This union of the inland and
maritime provinces gave to Canada an importancs she
had never before possessod.  The United States had now
on her northern boundary, from ocenn to ooean, n nearl
independent nation of considernble strength and wealth,
and one which would naturally develop and expand st a
rapid rate.  In 1870 the Province of Manitobs was ud.
mitted to the confederation, having beon carved out of
that portion of the territory lying on both sides of the
Red Rivar of the North, smbracing the oity of Winnipeg
and the old Red River settloments of the Hudson's Day
Company, In 1871 the large and prosperous Provinee of
British Columbia was added, consisting of all that rogion
lying between the Rocky Mountaing snd the Paeifie, in.
eluding the numerous large inlands fringing the const,
and extending from the United States to and beyond the
southern limit of Alaska. Irince Edward Island joined
the confadaration in 1872, but Newfoundland, including
6 portion of Labrador, has not yet united, although pro-
vision wis made for its doing so in the original net of
Parlinment.

The population of the Dominion approximstes 5,000,000
Cancnsinns, of whom about onefourth are of direet
French descent, the remuinder being ohiefly of English,
Seoteh and Irish extraction, or immigrants from those
countries. Gormany is woll representod, and overy na.
tion in Europe has contributel its quots to swell the
population. Of Indiaus there is an estimated population
of 85,000, About one-third of these live in the older
provinees and Lave been long sinoe gathersd into settle.
ments under the care of officers of the Indisn Depart.
ment, in somo onses having industrisl sehools and other
orgnnizations to aid them in their progross toward s
higher civilizgation. Missions under the eare of different
denominations have been established among these as
well as tribes not yet gathered on reserves, and their
schools are disseminating knowledge among the younger
generation. Canada bas always bad good fortane in her
dealings with the native tribes, and has seldom experi.
enond the bloody Indian wars so common south of the
boundary. The recent troubls with the French-Canadian

half-breeds in the Saskatehowan country, in which a
number of Indians participated, grow out of land diffieul.
ties of long standing  The nativas have never proven
turbulont, and the policy of the government is ealonlated
to encournge them in poaceful relations towards the
whites. In the United States Indinns are supported in
idleness by the government, and being subject to offiela)
mismanagemont, to a failure of food and elothing supply
through want of sufficiont appropristions by Congross,
carolessness by officials or peculation by agente, as well
ns interforenos with their guaranteed priviloges by irre-
spousible peopls, they frequently are goaded into hostili.
ties, These fruitful causes of trouble are absent in
Canada, the polioy of the government being to require
the nutives to take care of themsolves. Tha resuld is
that in the older sottloments the natives are employed in
various industries, sspooially in flahing on both the At-
Inntic and Pacifio consts, and as settloments progross
they are gradually convorted from idlenoss to habits of
industry.

The yarintions of the Canadian olimats aro less than
in many countries of much smallor extent, But through.
out nearly its whole area Canada in characterized by
groater heat in summer and o moch lower temperatare
in winter than in corresponding European Iatitudes. Its
genoral charactor in lovel, though it includes the Rooky
Monutaing, with the picturesquo and diversifiod region
lying botwoen them and the Pacifle, anid the Luurentian
Rangs, continusd porthward to the Aretio Oosan,

Bosidos the great Inkos which find their outlet through
the Bt Lawrence to the ses, there are thousands of lakes
throughout Cannda, many of thom of large dimensions
Foremont among those is Lake Winnipeg. The two grest
branches of the Buskatohowan take their rise in the
Rocky Mountaing, and, after uniting their streams, flow
into the lake, which also receives the Assiniboin, the Red
River and other smaller rivers. The Bb Lawrence and
the groat lnkes, of which it i the outlet, are estimated
to contain 14,000 gubio miles of water; and the Niagara
Falls, which constitute the main feature in the deseent
from Lake Erio to Lake Ontario, are on & seale commen.
surate with this vast frosh water uystem of rivers and
Inkes, The River Niagara issues from Lako Erie in a
broad, tranguil streamw, varying in breadth from one o
threo miles, and continuing through s course of aboat
fiftoen miles, with s fall of littls more than s fool per
mile. Dut on reaching the rapids the descont is sud.
denly incroasod to about sighty feet in loss than & mile
belore the waters reach the geand leap of about 165 fest
porpendicalar over the groat falle.  The Horseahoo Fall,
on the Canadian side, is upwards of s third of & mile
brond, Between this and the American Fall Gost Inland
intervenes; and then another yoluma of wl[:ﬂ'. :::d“,“:
foot wide, plunges with like abraptnes into
below. The great breadth as compared with the helght
of the falls tends in nowe degree Lo mislead the gye in
the first impression produced, and it is only by slow de.
groes that tho mind is brought 0 an sdequate sstimate
of the grandeur of the seena. The river passes over ihe




