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Tur standard of excellonce of Tux West Biuonw js
being continually raised.  Additional artistic talent has
hean secured and publication facilities have boon materi.
ally improved. The expense of producing the magasine
hins been donbled within n short poriod, but the pub.
lisher foels justified in this course by the inereased favor
with which it everywhore meots. Tho magazine for 1886
will bo superior in merit and interest o any provious
volume,

-

Tue January number of Tux Wist Suone will be
devoted mainly to the city of Portland, and will contain
o large number of handsomely executed skotehes of the
city and its surroundings, valuable as well for their artis-
tic merit ns for the subjects they represent.  The some.
tory, vity park, harbor, depots and ear yards, docks, sdu.
ontionnl institutions, views of the eity, strosts, ote,, ofe,,
will all b ropresented, and will combined form n eollee.
tion of Portland illustrations in marked couteast with
aoything heretofore published. A large sapplemont of
the new High School, beautifully executed in three
colors, will bo & spocial feature.

Tux presont number of Tue Wesr Snone complotos
ithe volume for 1885, and containg a full alphabetical
dndex for the year, Complete volumes bound in stiff
‘paper covers, or in eloth and leather, are now ready, also
1854 in paper or cloth, and 1853 in paper only. The

rics of these is §2 for the paper binding and & for
eloth, with fifty cents reduction on each additional vol.
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ume whero two or more ave ordered, vie: Paper, 88,50

No, 1%,

December, 1888,

for two and & for threo; oloth, 85,50 for two, The bound
volumes form a collection of pictures of this region which

nocompaniod by approprinte and soourate desoriplive
mntter,

=

Onkaox's deconnial consus, takon midway betweon
thoss of the United States, has boen comploted for 1585,
The enumeration is made for each county by the As-
wowsor, who doos not adopt the wystematio and thorough
mothod of the national snumerators, and whose rebnrns
are necossarily innocurste and incomplete,  Nothing is
more cortain than that every connty ln the State has
nddded Inrgely to ita population during the past five years,

i | yot in somo countion a decronse is reported, nmounting
i

in one instancs to fiftosn por cant.  Assessors make the
taking of the eensus incidental to the other duties of

| their office, henoo they naturally omit many names from

their lists. As compared with the national census, the

i
% (roturns are s follows: 1880, total population, 1760,714;

1885, total, 204,061 —males, 118,149, fomalos, 85,002, To
this must be added 4,420 Chinese in the oity of Portland
not included in the above,  Tu 1880 the vote of Oregon
wis 40816, which was a rolio of one in four and one
third.  The vote of 1884 wan 52,082, which, at the same
ratio, indieates n population of 228388, This Is bayond
question nearer the mark than the assessors onme, and In
the yoar which has olapsed additions have probably
brought our population up to 285,000,

AT the CGiranger Congross recontly hold in Boston s
memorial to Congross wis adopted, requesting that body
to amond the patent lnws so that fonocent purchasors and
usors of wrticles which may happen to be infringements
of the propriotary rights of some patentes bo relieved of
rewponsibility, s manufactarers and vondors alone be
linble to suit for damages by the owner of the patent.
This is » mensure of relisf to which the consumers of
thin country are entitled, Tnnocent purchasers should
not be made to suffer for the aots of unserupuloms manu-
facturors, or bo muloted in damages to fill the pookets of
n purchaser of some almost unkoown patent right. A
sufficiont illustration of the injustics of this s the porse.
oution n short time winee of many of our farmors by the
purchnsor of a drive woll patent.  Mon who had paid for
n well and used it in good faith for soveral yoars wers
sued by the owner by purclinse of an old patent and eom.
pelled to pay a hoavy royalty. Buch conduet is simply
lagal robbery, and it in the duty of Congress to render it
impossible,  With agrienltural machinery applingces
multiplying every year, it is manifostly anjust to lay
upon our farmers the responsibility that shonld apper.
tain alone to pirste wanulucturers and doalors woll sware
of the nature of the articles they handle




