Congress a lack .nt suflioiont intarast in this country o
take up t'hﬁ subject in earnest, wont to England and
tha_ra enlisted in the enterprise severa| prominent oapi.
talists who were randy to cansnmmate an agroenent to
construet the railway, when the negotiations wore and-
danl_y suspended by complications that arose in Mexico,
While these were being satisfactorily adjusted the pro-
moters of the Nicaragus Canal eame before this Gevern.
ment with a treaty presented by the Exeeutive looking to
the construction of the canal by the Governmont itself,
Interested in this schome were u number of high officinls
of the Government, who gave it all their influence.

The Baqnta failed to ratify the treaty, bat the disous-
sions in the Senate and in the publie proas gave evidenoe
of such an intense interest on tho part of the people, not
80 much in the Nicaragua Canal as in the general sub-
ject of an Isthminn crossing, that it becamo vory evident
that this conntry must be interested commereinlly, finnn.
cinlly and politically in any inter-oceanio orossing of
whatever kind and wherever located. With this convie-
tion the promoters of the ship railway, comprising some
seventy or eighty oapitalists and publicspirited oitizens
of the United States, intend to ask Congress at its noxt
seasion to give the stockholders of the Ship Railway
Company & guarantee for fiftoon years that they shall
receive dividends of 5 por cont. on 50,000,000, with the
condition that the guaranty shall not attach until after
the railway is completed and in operation, and that any
sum paid under the guaranty shall be repaid to the
United Btates. The consideration whioh the company
proposes to give for this guaranty is a reduction of 95
per cent. upon the tolls on all Amerioan constwise com.
merce carried over the ship railway for thirty yoars,
"'he Moxican Government agrees to guarsntes b per cent.
per aunum upon $26,000,000 on the same conditions, and
agroes to give the company the right to obtain the guar.
anty asked of the United States from it or any other
nation, or nations, and to give such guaranteoing nation
n roprisentation in the board of directors fully equal to
that which Mexico roservos. It can searccly bo doubted
that such & proposition can fail of sevoptance by our

t

If we can shorten the voyage 8,000 miles and the time
one-half, lessen the cost of insuranco and keop the grain
out of jts long sojourn in the tropics, & now era of pros.
perity will dawn at the Golden Gate and along the
in and Willamette. Our commercinl orgnniza-
moemorialize Congross on the subject, and
al nction is taken instead of nftarwnrds, a
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,: mia.—Dr, Cradalli, of Rome, gives
Broctions for preparing o remedy for
. na it in said to have
enoion: A mn‘:ﬁh:u" iven no reliel: Cut

soel and pulp, in thin , and boil it in a
I of water antil it is roduced to half n pint

uneging the remains o
e il walll sold, The ntire
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FORESTS AND PRAIRIE

'l‘lllﬂ transition from the heavy forests of the eastern
and contral portions of the Atlantio region to the
tooloes plain s goadunl,  The chinnge ovours within the
prairie rogion, Hore i the strip of debatable ground
where a continnous struggle botween the forest and the
plain takes place.  There is hore sufleiont procipitation
of moisture to cause, under normal conditions, & growth
of open forests, but so nicely balancod in the straggle
that nny intorference t\tliﬂu)’ turns the sonla. Trees
Inntod within this prairio belt thrive if protected from
ﬂm and the encroachmonts of the tough prairie sod, and
0 oxtend the forest line wostward; if the forvst whiol)
fringes the eastern odge of the prairie is destroyed, it
does not soon rogain possession of the soil, and the prairie
i greadually pushed sastward,
Other canses, however, than insufliciont rinfall and
n nicoly balanesd utrum[n botween the foret and the
plain have provented the general growth of troes in the
proirie region onst of the ninotyfifth merilisn, The
rainfall in this region is sufivient w insure the growth
of a vory hoavy forest Tho rain falling npou the prairies
of Minnesots, Wisoonsin, Town, Ilinols and Missouri
oquals in amount that enjoyed by the Mich penin.
suln, and the whole region south of Lnkes Erie aud Oy.
tario, while prairies exist within the rogion of the heavi.
ost forost growth. It is not want of suflicient hoat or of
suffiolont or equally distributed moisture which has
chookod the goneral spread of forest over these prairies,

The soil of which the praivies are composed, as is Khown

the fiot that trees planted apon them will grow with
vigor and rapidity, in not nnsuited o teeo growth. It is
not perhaps improbable that the forests of ihe Atlantio

on oneo extended continuonsly as far wosl us the
ninety-fifth meridinn, ultblmﬂh olreumstantial evidenoe
of wuch n theory does not exist It is, however, fair (o
nssumo that forests onco existed in s r?iuu nduptad by
olimate, rainfall and soil to produce forests, sud that
their sbsence ander such conditions must be trnoed to
ncoidontal causen, 1t is not diffoult to understand that
forests once destroyed over such » vast area could not
onnil ranln possession of the soil protected by g im-

notrablo covering of sod and subjected to the aunual
ﬁ:rnin which have ocourred down to the prosent time;
while lﬁ: foreo of the wind, uncheoked by any forest bar.
rior, ovar auch an area would, even without the aid of
firen, have made the nmwl of treen slow and diffieuls,
The assumption that thess eastorn pinivies may bave
onoe been covered with forests In strengthensd by the
fnct thet sinoe they hinve been devoted o agrionlture, sud
the annusl burnings have boen stopped, trees which were
formerly confined o the river have gradunlly
eropt to the uplands.  The esstern portions of the prairive
nre fant In'nmu ;lmir“m ;rh;uqu}r, ?ucl the ﬂirml
mwoteoted from fire y gaining in overy diree.
lhm; rogions whioh fifty ngo wore trooless outslde
the river bottoms now coutain forests sovering 10 or even
20 por cont. of their aren.

Theso enstern, woll-watorod prairios must not, how.
ovor, bo confounded with their dry western rim adjoining
the plains, the dobatable ground between forest il
Ellldn. or with MJIWI\'.; There tl;.na gl

, constant Flv'ﬂa apon Plaius,
They are trecless, on nocount of insulficlent molsture o

forest growth; and while trees may, perhs
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