an THE WEST SHORE

THE EADS SHIP RAILWAY.
l NDOUBTEDLY the event most important to the
Paoifie Qonst which in lishle to ooenr within the
next five yours will be the opening of one of the several

projected rontes of infer-seeanic communication through,

Central Ameriea. Taking up a fow only of the commer.
einl rensons for this important work, sttention is ealled,
i tha first place, to the fact {hat although the northern
part of the continent has been crossed by six lines of
railroad they eannot profitably transport many important
balky produsts, The eoreals and the valunble woods of
the Pacific Const oannot reach European markets by
those transcontinental routes; even the Panama Rail-
rod, hardly fifty miles in length, cannot afford to do
this work, wo groat is the exponse of transhipment; in
fuct, the teansemtinental railronds, over 3,000 miles in
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relutively reduce the cost of transportation. The valu.
able aud inexhaustible woods of the Pacific will find a
ready market on both the Atlantic coasts if an all-watar
route can be obtained 8,000 miles shorter than by Cape
Horn,

The Isthmian barrier obstructs and hampers the im.
portant commeree of the west coast of South America as
well. The extensive and valuable products of Colombin,
Chile and Peru must pass southward around Cape Horn
on i cireuitous route to New York or Liverpool. Again,
in the interchange of manafactured goods for the raw
materinls of the Pucific consts, Australasia and Poly.
nesin, the mnnufacturers of our Atlantic Coast are
debarred from these important markets by the same
ingurmountable obstacle. By the impetus given to tho
development of the far Pacific countries by the opening
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ROUTES OF COMMERCE VIA TEHUANTEPEQ,

longth, ean cirey goods with less oost than can the

Pannmin: Railvomd vonte.  The caroals, nearly 1,900,000
tons per snnum, will pursus their voyage of 16,000 ilu.;

oocupying from four o five months, to reach the murket

of the world at Liverpool. The importance to the Pacifio

of the Suez Canal, their commerce has increased 160 per
cont in the lnst five years, and now amounts to nearly
$2,000,000,000 per annum. Australia alone has a rail-
Wity system 6,000 miles in length and a foreign commerce
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railroad system o its most remote districts iy order m',,}::,::o the tea shipped from Japan to New York

transport the wheat to the seaboard, and slye
it o bor ports by the shortened route of the Suex Canal,
Still, with our admirable olimate and fortile soil,
compote sucossafully in the world's markets if

wo oan | const, through the Indian Ocean,

ne-half (16,000,000 pounds) goes aoross the Pacific

then brings | to San Francisco; is there put uboard the cars and hauled

across the coutinent; the other half goas down the Asiatio




