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OWING to the delay in completing the Canadinn Pacifio
Railway, the publication of the number of Tiw Wesr
Suon describing and illustrating it has beon postponed
nocordingly. The Inst spike will bo driven early in
November, and the number will be issued about the 16th
of the month. The January issue will be a Inrge holiday
number, nnd will be published sbout the middle of De-
comber, It will be prineipally devoted to Portland.

Tur extonsion of the Casoades Branch of the North-
ern Pacific from North Yakima ns far as Ellonsburg is
more than probable. Tt i estimated that nearly 100,000
bushels of whest were raised this season in the Kittitas
Valley, and the capabilities of that region are suffieient
to induce the construction of the road to Ellensburg
without reference to its further extension to Puget
Bound. The Northern Pacific seems to have entered
upon the shipment of wheat to the East in earnost, and
in pursuance of this poliey will naturally construct such
branch lines and extonsions as will give it cusy nocoss to
all the wheat producing arens tributary to the road.

Inproations sre that next year will begin a new era
of notive railroad construction. Two extonsive lines in
Nobraska are projected by the Missouri Paoifie, na ad.
juncts of the Wabash system controlled by Gould, and it
in not improbable that the Chicago & Northwestern may
begin at once a further progross westward, with » ter.
minus on the Pacific in view. This will open u fleld for
our lumbermen to cultivate, The projected government
railronds in China, to build which s loan of $40,000,000
has been negotiated, will also create a demand for sortain
classon of lumber from this region, which Puget Sound
mills will no doubt be ealled upon to supply. The Pacifie
Northwest enn receive nothing but bonefit from the con.
struction of ronds lepding in this direction, since they
open up the country and creste s market for our pro.
ducts, add to our population and stimulate industry.

Witk punotuality, oreditable alike to the laborious
energy of the author and the mothodical business tactios
of the publisher, volame XX, (Califoruin I11.), works of
Hubert Howo Bancroft, has just reached us It is
oloar and concise nareative of many matters of historieal
and biographieal interest which ocourred in Oalifornia
during the somewhat dull and primitive epook of the
yours 1825-1840. The following allusion to what lns
bocome now one of the principal features in trade on this
Const in interosting: *“The fur trade is a branch of Ouli-
forninn commerco respocting whioh wo have but little
information for the period covered by this chapter, For-
oignors sooured most of the otter skins by contrabanud
methods; the Indians ki'lod a fow animals ns in former
yoar; and in several instances Californians wore regu-
Inrly licenwed by the territorial suthoritios to engage in
otter lmnliug on the comit.  Hardly a vossel sailed with.
oub carrying away moro or loss aking, which all traders
wore oager to obtain, Tho wuthorities, both of nation
and torritory, understood the importance of this export
and mado somo weak and unsucossaful elforts to develop
it, or at loast to soouro the logal revenue whioh even as
oarriod on ab tho time it should yiald"

Usronruxaresy for this region the committes of the
Portland Board of Teade to whom was reforred the ques-
tion of holding n waterway convention decided that such
o stop was unnooosaary.  An offort is to be made in Con-
grow to secure adequato appropristions for the Columbia
and other streama of this region, and resolutions coming
from a convention of dalegnles from the whols Pacifie
Northwoest would have vastly groater welght In support
of the efforts of our represoutatives st Washington than
individual petitions or resolutions of separste bosrds of
trade.  Aside from thin it was unwise for Portland to
throw cold wator upon the conventien project. Bhe is
nooused of lukewnrmnoss, if not actual hostility, o the
opening of the Columbin, and here was an to
convinoe the doubling ones east of the Casondes that
sach is not the case. This opportunity has been will
fully—at lonst earelossly—thrown away, and the result
onnnot but bo harmful to the best interests of the city.
1t in time for our business men o adopt & broad gaage

Interior are olosely linked, and mutual good feeling
should be promoted in every manner possible, Every
man of sxperience and thought knows that Porthnd will
benafit more by the opening of the Columbia than sny
other loeality, and it wore the part of true wisdom to eall
this convention and demonstrate that we are in carnest
in this matter, whether wo beliove it to be of any prac.
tioal value in miding our represontatives o stinmlste

Cougressional action or ol




