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priests were driven away and their native neophytes
slnughtered, Yodo still ruled the empire. It was then
bhat the country adopted its policy of seclusion and non.
intercourse with foreign nations, and when Commodors
Perry broke this shell of exclusiveness the Shogun was
still found playing the rale of emperor,

The 14th of July, 1853, was the duy set for the recap-
tion of the President’s lettor by the ropresentative of the
Bhogun. A place of mooting was preparsd apon the
ghore, where the ambussador conld be received with due
ceremony, and o temporary landing whiarf was construated
of steaw bugs Alled with sond.  The Commadora's barge
and two lnrge boats with bands of musie, preceded by an
escort of twenty boats filled with armed mon, nud sach
mounting n howitzer in the bow, left the flagahip mmnidat
n salute of heavy gunw and spprosched the shore, the
bands playing and Hags flying gayly in the broess. The
marines having landed and boen drawn up in double rank
botwoon the shore and reception hall, the bouts were
quickly wrranged nlong the beach to the right and left,
their howitzers bearivg on the natives und their orews
ready for nction in case of the least evidence of traschery.

The Commodore, with his goards of hono and, escort
of musie, marched direct from the landing to the recep-
tion hall betwoen the double ranks of marines, no Jap-
aneso, save two official escorts, being permittod within
tho lines, Near the entranco the Japanese had planted
two little brass cannon, two or three feol long, about
large enough to make Fourth of July toys for an Ameri.
cnn boy, snd in the rear of the marines were drawn up
about twenty nutive soldiers, dressed in dirty shirts and
bumboo hnts, with equally dirty eross-belts, and armad
with old Eoglish and Amsrican muskets or native mateh-
locks. These were all the native troops who bore fire-
nrms, and & queer looking lot they were, with their dirty
shirts flupping sgninst their bare logs.  In marked con-
trast to these were the tousands of wen and officers of
the imperinl army, drawn up on the plain beyond, thair
Lright armor and shining helmets glittering in the sun
us fue ns the oye conld reach. Arvmed with swords,
spenrs, lnnces, battle-nxes and bows and arrows, their gay
bauners anfarled to the breeze, they made & grand mar.
tinl displny.

In front of the recoption hall stood nine tall fagstafls
upon which were hoisted beautiful silken banuers of
groat size, while across the front of the bailding, to cover
the rough boards of the hastily erected structure, wore
hung purple erape curlaing, richly worked in gold with
the Bhogun's cont-of-nrms.  The whole interior of the
building wus eurtained snd festooued with purple, erim-
son and gold. At the extrame end of the hall, upon an
clovated foor, were a table and u fow eamp stools for the
commissioner anid lis staff on oue side and the Commo-
dore sud stafl on the other, while the wajority of the
escort of both purties wore compelled to stand.  The
corsmonios were briel.  The President's letter and other

documents were enclosed in a richly embossed box of
gold, which was contained in & heavy rosewood cese
mounted with gold. The letter and Perry's eredentials,

beautifully engrossed on vellum and decorated with gold
cord and tassels, bore the broad seal of the United States.
Lhese wore handed to the commissioners, for which thoy
gave their receipt, and without further ceremony the
Commodore withdrow, The marines and sailors returned
on board their respootive vessals, and the first and most
diffienlt portion of the Commadore’s mission wis seoom.
plinhed,

Commuodore Porry lind ronson to ba proud of his swe-
ooss.  In aix days e had so far compolled the Japaness
to relax their haughty pride that, whoroas they st first
forbade him to proceed Bayond Nagmsaki, and would only
forward his message to the Bhogun by the hands of an
inferior official, thay fluelly deputed royal prinses to re.
ceive it with great ceremony only a short distance from
Yodo, Thus by his wise managoment were oponed the
first nogotintions botween Japan and s Cauoasinn nation
that had besn permitted for two centurios. From the
first arrival of the fleet the temple bells in the villages
wore hoand tolling sud bescon fires blaged from hill to
hill, oarrying news of the invasion, tll the whols empire
was in o formont.  Yel, in spite of all they could do,
Perry foroed them to recsive him with proper respect.

There was another element which contributed its por-
tion to nchieve the Commodore's wacomss. The night
aftor the flact's arrival a very large blazing meteor ap-
peared in the sky, illuminating the whole conntry sround
slmost us bright ss sanlight from midnight till four
o'elock in the morning. It appoared like s hage blue
ball with u flaming red tall, and emitted sparks like an
nsconding rockel,  Porry remarked that the ancients
would have looked npon this as an nugur of suooess—a
sign of approval and sucoursgement sent direct from
Heavon, “And,” said he, * we will so intorprot it, praying
that our offorts to open this wonderful ferra incognila
and restore it to eivilization may be blessed with sucooss
without the shedding of a drop of blood."

After returning on board his vessels from the recep-
tion hall, Porry woighed anchor snd the whole squadron
procecded up Yedo Bay in soarch of a better anchorage
ground for the fleet, when they should return in the
spring to recoive the Emperor's snswer, This movoment
cannid the greatest consternation among the thousands
of natives on the shore, who eonceived the ides that this
invineible being had decided to go to Yedo after all
When he dropped anchor again several miles farther up
the bay, the Goversor of Uragaws hastensd on board(lo
learn the object of this unexpeoted movement, and to
protest vigorously against any further advance in the
diroction of Yodo, When told of the Commodore's pur-
pose, aud that he would return in the spring with his
whole floet of ten vessels to receive a reply to the Presi.
dent's lotter, the Governor shrugged his shoulders, as
much as to say that it was useloss to stroggle againet
fate, and rotired over the side of the ship. Ou the 17th
of July the squadron sailed for China, having sccom.
plished the most diffleult part of its mission withoot hav.
ing fired & shot save as an honorable salute.
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