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neapolis and Daluth, the three leading receiving points
for whient in the Missiseippi Valley, raport a grent fulling

off of roceipts as comparod with last yenr, Ddieating o)

goneral inclinntion of furmers tiroughont the great wheat
belt to hold their erops for bettor prices.  This will hnve
a tendency to haston the time of the prodicted ndvanee
in the wnrket.  There can be no doubt that it shoald be
the poliey of our farmers o hold their grain as long as
they oan do so without serious embarrmssment, as avery
cont addid Lo the price they reeive means so much nddi-
tional monoy to cireulate nmong oure people.  Wheat is
the chiof wonrco from which the Northwest derives the
monvy it squanders in porehasing abroad many nrticles
it should produce at home.

It is now believed that ever since work on the exten.
sion of the Oregon & Californin wis stopped for want of
ments, the Central Pacific hins been secking lo secure
control of that road. At that time work was suspended
on the northern extansion, and to bulldozo the people
into relaxing their fight against the land grant, the com-
pany snuonneed that the unfriendly sttitude of the eiti-
gons of Californin provented the borrowing of money to
build the road, and that until there wis n radieal ehinnge
in sentiment work would never be resumed, Thoe insin-
cority of this is now shown by recent resumption of work
st Delta without any change in public opinion having
takon plaoe. It now transpires that the delay was cnused
by afforts to seoure control of the O, & €., which, seeond-
ing to rumor in railrond circlos, nve boon snccessful:
henoe the resumption of work on the extension, 1t is
evidont that n route into Portland is of vital importance
to the Contral Pacific to place it in . position to hold the
Ban Francisco trads against the northern ronds and
socure the Oregon trade for that city. To Southorn Ore.
gon, ab loast, the rosd will be of groat benofit.

Tur timo is now approsching when the ndvortising
“fakir” will be abroad in the land, and our werchunts
will bo extended on the mek,  Every Meolnnios' Fuir
nnd holidny soason seos & mushroom crop of papers and
sdvertising schomos spring up and flourish for » season
aud thon disappear, The money which sustains them iy
thoir brief career in wastad and brings no bonefit o those
who pay it The same sums paid o onr standard publi-
ontions, which have a eirculation and influsnce, would
purchase advortising of some yalue, The Nows, in the
course of & seusible article on this subject, wakes the
following pertinent remarks: * Aunually cortain periodi.
cals from California, and espocially San Francisco, taking
o thomselves the title of *commercinl’ papers, swoop
upon this portion of the country and 1 their columns
with ndvertisements, by means of their blarney sl golden
protises.  The business community is ansious that the
should speak in favor of Joeal interests and in.
dustries, and ure desirous of keoping teado from going
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the papers of that place. The Me-
last yoar was aflicted with & Jot of advertis-
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ing monntebanks and charlatans, who issued sheets which
wers read by nobody, The sole end and aim of thess
shiarlatins was to swindle the advertiser, and this end
they necomplishod most suecessfully, Tt is to be hoped
that 0 repotition of this esperience will not be neaded
this year. These fellows will be here during the coming
Mechunics” Fair, sud those who have their own interests
it henrt will give them a wide berth."

Tugne is o movement on foot among some of our
most energetic and practical business men which promises
gront resnlts for the prosperity of Portlund, if the citizens
only take hold of it in the same spirit as its projectors.
Appeals to our enpitalists have been made for years, but
they seem to be only too well satistied with the present
eondition of wffairs. Our merchants and small property
holdors must eut loose from their dependence on the
capitalists and themselves do what is needed. Tf our
business mon would iuvest u few thousand dollars in
munufncturing, not for the purpose of muking money out
of the faotories themselves, but looking for their returns
to the inerense of business and property values generally,
they would soon be satisfied that they had made a wise
investment, The project spoken of includes this ides,
though, of course, it does not embrace all the field in
which such ventures might be made. The enterprise
contemplated is o manufucturers’ aid association. It is
propased to incorparate n company with a eapital stock
of 100,000, the management of which shall be in the
hands of our most honorabla and trusted business men,
who shall sdminister its affairs without any compensa-
tion, simply as o trust of honor. The company will se-
curo # large plot of ground in the outskirts of the city,
ensily nocessible from the railroads, possibly by a switch
track, and will erect buildings, fit them up for fnotories,
supply ample steam power, and lease space at n low
rental to varions manufacturing firms.  Were it not for
cxorbitant rents and the expense of building and furnish-
ing power, many small industries, employing in the
aggrogate n groat many men, might establish themselves
hors,  With such facilities as this eompany could offer
thom, men with small eapital could nse their means to
push their business and force their goods upon the
murket, instead of consaming itall in preparing to manu-
facture, and thus orippling themselves bofora beginning
operations. In this way industries may be founded and
nidod to gain a foothold, and thus the era of manafactor-
ing in Portland be happily innugurated. That with such
facilities to offer we will be able to induce many indus-
tries to looate here which might otherwise go elsewhere,
or which might not feel justified in making any effort
whatever in this region, is patent to every one. The
benefits to be derived need not be pointed out.  With our
population donbled, our volame of trade greatly inereased
and sctivity infused into every line of teade, the pro-
moters of this enterprise will have accomplished the
purpose aimed st Though this compuny is not organ-
izod ns & money-making euterprise, it is not in

case the project is sucoessful, that the stockholders shall




