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wix wide, containing 200,000 scres of good arable land
Wherever this has been brought under caltivation by
meann of frrignting ditehes the wost wondorfu! rosalts
have boen obtained. Many large tracts have avernged
forty-five bushels of wheat to the scre for a series of
years and show no signs of exhaustion of vitality. Never
suffering from an excess of moisture, nud def ying drouth
with his irrigating canal, the farmor of this region is
enabled to harvest o full crop year after year, exempt
from the vicisitudes that render agriculture so uneertain
in the Mississippi Valloy, Six tons of alfalfs and four
tons of red elover to the aere are cut on tracts ns Inrge s
wixty neros.  As high ns 1,000 bushols of potatoes to two
ueres, 1,250 bushels of onions to two acres, 113 bushels
of barley, over 100 bushels of onts and 60 bushels of
flint corn to the acre are reportod by the farmers of that
rogion as being the product of irrignted land which but
u fow yours ago was u dreary suge brush desert. Thou-
sunde of acres of such Innd are uneclsimod in the valloy,
ruit is the specinl product of Boisé Valley. Apples,
pears, plums, pesches, nectarines, churries, ote., produce
in the greatast abundancs and are of Inrge size and ex.
quisite flavor. Last year 400,000 pounds of fruit were
shipped from the valley to Butte, Montans, and this yeur
the shipmonts are correspondingly large. When the
ruilrond reaches Boiss next season this superh fruit will
hive the whole East for s markel.

Rising above the valley is u weries of immenso benclios
or brosd platenus, sloping gentl ¥ lownrd Boisé and Sunke
rivars, which has a soil oqual, if not superior, in quality
fo that of the bottom lands  This land is 80 situated
that it can be ensily irrigated by o cannl from Boisé
River. The ldaho Mining and Irrigation Company is
ROW constructing such a canal, thirty miles long nud
thirty-five foot wide at the bottom. It will carry four
fool of water and will reclnim 400,000 acres of this desert
Inand The supply of water in the river, derived from
the melting snows of the Sawtootls Mountains, is ample
to keap the canal full b all sonsons of the year., Here
the immigrant will find the best of soil, with an irriga-
tion ditek ready to water it for 5 slight annual tax por acre.

Tho climate of Boiss City mnd vicinity is salubrious.
The atwosphore is dry and cler in summer, and in win.
tor the snow rarely falls to o great depth.  Heavy snow
storms are confined to the mountaing, whenee the stroamas
in wummer derive » never-failing supply of water. A
snowfall of from five 1o eight inclies in the valley is car-
ried off in one day by the warm winds from the const,
known throughout the West as the “ Chinook.”  Water.
fowl and other migratory birds remais during the winter,
snow and ioe not being u&-iwlly coutinuous to eause
thom to leave for & more southern locstion, Iu summer
the heat is terpared by cooling broesss from the moun.
tains, though heavy wind storms are unknown,

Taken as & whole, there is much in Boisé City and
vicinity to tempt the immigrant soeking & farm or busi.
noss location, and that '

THE WEST SHORE.

THE PINE CREEK MINES.

AVING spent a week in Cornucopis, the “camp” of
I_I the Piue Crock mines, I am propared to give you
an idea of the country passed through in reaching that
new El Dorudo of Eastern Oregon, as well as to express
an opinion a8 to the character and extent of the quartz
ledges that have created so much excitement, an opinion
based on an intimate acquaintance with quartz mines,
and with old and new mining eamps, extending over u
long series of years,

Pussing without comment upon the charming scenery
of the Columbia River and Blue Mountains, whicl
claimed s0 much of my attention from Portland to Baker
City, 1 will begin at the latter point, where I exchanged
the ease and comfort of & Pullman car for the eruder and
more museular sccommodations of the stage and buck.
hoard.

Buker City is a beantiful town of some 2,200 inhabi-
tants, three fine schools, four churches, somu very nice
business houses, and a class of citizens, generally speak-
ing, alive to their interests. It has several good hotels,
i one of which, the Arlington, I found rest until the
next morning, when I secured passage on Kellogg's line
of stages to Cornucopia for the sum of $6.

Leaving Baker City, rather a desolate strip of country
wus passed over for u distance of eighteen miles, a region
that ean be equaled only by the sage brush country of
Nevada. Not a tree nor anything else was in sight to
remind the traveler from the Willsmette Valley that he
was still in the State of Oregon until the Powder River
Vaulley was renched.  After passing on ten miles further,
where o nice timber belt was reached, I beheld the wreck
of an old mining town called “Gemtown,” where, in
former years, this industry was carried on extensively;
but, like many such places in California, nothing more
than the decaying log cabins and upturned gulches are
left to mark the spot whers, perhaps, millions were ex-
tracted, and the greater portion, no doubt, squandered.
A few men still remain there earning s mere living in
some surfuce diggings. They work daring the spring
mouths while Nature furnishes water free that would
otherwise have to be purchasad. Two miles further on
is Sparta.  This is also a mining town, consisting of a
store, post office, two hotels, and, strange to say, only one
saloon. There mining is still carried on quite exten-
sively, but, unfortunately for the surronnding country,
principally by Mongolisns, of whom some hundred or
more find employment in the different gulches. That
this region of country has many mineral bearing lodes
will, no doubt, be proven ere long, for the mineral belt
of Pine Creok no doubt commences at this point and
forms an entire range extending beyond the Snake River

into Idaho, fully sixty miles or more.
Aﬂudininguﬂwhnmuﬁnudonh&gle Val-
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found his way some fifteen years

ley. This is a fine valley,
which the emigrant




