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Eastorn Oregon sbout the mansgement of the State
Board of Immigration, The complaint is not of incom-
petency or neglert of immigrants, but of favoritiem, It
in oharged that the Bourd is directing its efforts solely
for the bensfit of the Willamette Valley and those por-
tionw of Westarn Oregon by natare tributary to Portland;
in other words, that it is mansged in the interests of
Portland as a shortsighted and narrow-minded man
wotld conesive them 1o be. 1t in naserted that the liters-
ture ciroulated] by the Board is caloulated to convey the
impression that Westorn Oregon is the agricultural reg-
ion of the State, while cast of the mountaing the country
in suituble only for cattle ranges, ignoring the fact that
the Inttor containg thrice ns much available agricultural
Innd snd produces more grain than the former, in addi-
tion to its groat wool and cattle interests. It is also
charged that the Board, in secaring stop-over privileges
nod wpecinl rates for immigeants, hns neglocted Enstorn
Oregon. “ Why," says the Wasoo Coundy Sun, “ must
the immigrant go 170 miles past Umatilla to Portland
wil mubject him to pay back oharges st full ratos over
this 170 miles if Lie winhes o go to Eastorn Orogon. We
o not question the right of the Willamette Valley coun-
tios to make to the immigrants a good showing and to
gotting n mduction of fares, ste; but that doos not eall
for the Board of Tmmigration not to allow the immigrant
to stop st Umatills and go where ho plonses, and give
him and the eastern portion of the State the same privi-
logn of wixty dayn' overday and fnir prices for round
trip ma is given to the same man if ho goos to Portland,”
It there in any disposition manifested by the Board to
slight Esstern Oregon it is most roprehensible and
botrayal of the trust reposed in them by the Governor us
reprosontative of the whole people of the State. Tux
Wenr Brone has always maintained that the trae inter.
osts of Portland nover huve called for and never will
require the development of the Willamette Valloy at the
oxponse of the interior. If Portland expects to be simply
n local trading point for » small section of country then
such might be the case; but if sho aspire to be & com-
mereisl metropolis she must fostor the development of
every region within her reach. The gentlemen 0O Pos.
ing the Board wore selected from among the foremost
business men of the State, mon who have sufficient intel-
ligenoe b recoguize the State nature of the work they are
ougaged in, eveu if thoir sense of duty 1 the prople who
furnish the funds did not impel them o do justioo to all
sootions.  One of these in a citizon of Eastorn Orogon, &
wan of atbainments sl position, possessing the confi-
denoo of his county suficiontly to be its chosen repre-
sentative in the State Seuste. 1t is plesumed that ho
wiw salocted to look after the intorests of his portion of
the Btate, and i it is misropresontod in the printed
pamphlobs, or has vo efforts made in ite babalf with the
railroads, he is the man upon whom his constituents
should fix the respousibility, As far s printed mattor
in concerued, & remedy for that is within the power of
the complainanta  Noarly overy county west of (ho
mousntaine has organised » local immigration sociaty, has

issued its own printed matter and placed it in the hands
of the Stato Board for distribution, When the counties
cast of the mouulaius exhibit the swme sulerprise and
sdopt  similar plan then they will be placed upon an
oquality, so far ns literature is concerned. The Board is
nbout to issue & new and revised odition of its general
psmphlet, and now is the time for the representative of
that section to sea that it receives just treatment.  Much
of the diffienlty in regard to facilities offered immigrants
to exnmino Eastern Oregon arises from the geographical
situation and the fact that the Board does not come in
personal contact with the immigrant until he reaches
Portland. The only adequate remedy for this is an
ineromse of the approprintion sufficient to enable the
Bonrd to maintain a branch offiee in Eastorn Oregon,
whera the immigrant can repart and reccive all the favors
nnd courtesies he now obtaing only in Portland. 1t is
the duty of the Board o establish such a branch as
quickly as the finances will permit, and make arrange-
ments with the railronds for the same stop-over privileges
and spocial rates from the branch office now obtained
only at the general office in this city. Eastern Oregon is
in a position to assert hor rights, throngh her business
men, the Legislature and her representative on the
Board of Immigration.
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OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY.

T Engene City, on the 28th of July, the corner-stone
£\ of the new building of the Oregon State University
was laid with Masonio ceremonies. The day wns pleas-
nnt, and a large concourse of people witnessed the im-
prossive rites and participated in the procession. The
organizations present were Eugene City Lodge and
Chapter, Ivanhos Commandery, n delegation from the
Oregon Commandery, Portland, and the Grand Lodge of
the State, in all 1756 Masone. The ceromonios were con-
dneted by the Grand Lodge, mnd the oration was deliv-
ered by Prolessor J. W. Merrit, of Jacksonville. The
easket doposited in the stone contained eighty-two dis.
tinet articles, covering a wide range, some of which, a
century henoe, will have much valus. The old building
being unequal for the growing needs of the University,
the Legislature made an ample appropriation at its last
session for another, The Board of Regents adopted the
plans of W, H. Willinms, of Portland, and bogan the
construction of a building which will cost between
#20,000 and 825,000, The new edifice is 116x72 feet, and
hus » large entrance in front and one on either side.
From the ground to the top of the corners it is saventy-
fivo foet.  On the first floar are five large class rooms,
while the second floor is devoted to one Inrgo hall, with
a stage and two waiting-rooms at the end. The eeiling
of the hall is high and the roof is supported by iron
trusses. The whole building will be hested by & furnace
in the collar. Both externally and internally the stroe-
ture is ornamental and pleasing.  On another page are
given engravings of the two buildings and the corner-
stono ceremonies.  The University is now worthy the
pride of every citisen of the State.




