THE WEST SHORE. m

steamers and the storeship Caprice for the Loo Choo
Islands, where he lay for several weeks before he estab-
liskod salialaclory relations with the Regent of that little
kingdom.

Having been joined at Loo Choo by the Plymouth
aud Sarafoga, Commodore Perry sailed with his entire
force for the port of Yedo, the reputed enpital of the
empire, anchoring at the entrance of the Bay of Yedo
on the 8th of July. In the morning the fleet moved up
the bay, the sloops in tow of the steamers. Muny native
boats were seen darting hither and thither in apparent
excitement, while groups of people along the hills that
hem in the bay were closely watching the strange vessels,
muny of them using long telescopes. Quite a flost of
boats put out from shore with the apparent intention of
obstructing the passage of the ships; but paying no
attention to them whatever the vessels moved steadily on,
their progress without oars or wind being & marvel to
the natives, who had never before set eyes upon & steam.
ship. The floet soon came in wight of the little town of
Uragawa, whose small harbor was protected by a rude
fort on & commanding headland. The fort mounted two
or three old, diminative cannon, whose discharge threat-
ened death to every man within & hundred feel. There
were also several lurge logs worked into the semblance of
huge guns, the bore in the centre being represented by
a round patoh of black paint. Terrifying ns thess wooden
siege guns wero supposad to be by their designers, there
was on board of wach steamer an apparent woapon of war
of a far more threatening aspect.  On the voyage from
the Loo Choo Islands the fleet had encountered a eyolone,
and the topmasts and yards had been sent down for
safety. The tall smoke-stack had also been lowered, and
Iny upon the deck like n monster gun, pointing directly
forward.

As the vessels arrived opposite the fort a small shell
wai fired by the garrison, bursting directly overhead. A
socond skipped along the crest of the waves directly in
front of the advancing vessels, exploding some distance
beyond. This was recognized as an order to * Hoave
to," and the Commodore complied by heading the fleet
directly toward the fort and dropping anchor in the har.
bor within three cables' length of the shore. To wee four
veasels change their course and glide toward them with.
out the use of sails or oars, st the same time emitting
fire and smoke, and to hear the raltle of 180 feet of iron
cable us the huge anchors sought  resting place at the
bottom of the bay, a noise which, for all they knew, might
be preliminary to s deadly eruption from thet huge black
ongine of destraction whose yawning mouth was pointed
directly at them, was too much for the cournge of the
garrison, and to & man they sbandoned their guns and
fled to the hills, During the night they orept back, and
morning revealed the garrison again at their posts and «
throng of patives slong the shore, who had evidently
come in from the surrounding country to see the big
shipe of these sudscions foreigners.

After a time a boat put off from the shors, containing

apparel and retinue of attendants, Commodore Parry
had adoptad n manner of conducting Llussll ju his nogo-
tintions in fall keoping with the peculinr customs of the
Orientals. Knowing that they looked upon their sover.
tigns as too holy to be approached by any swve the most
noble of their subjeots, whilo even their lowest offieinls
ware considered good enough to oarry on all intereourse
with foreign barbarians, he had determined to conduot
himself in & similar manner, Upon the supposition that
the President was the equal of the Mikado, he, as the
special reprosentative of the President, would not por.
sonally hold communieation with any one but the Mikado
himself or some specially deloguted official of sufficient
rank and dignity, all preliminary negotistions with in.
ferior officinls being delegated to his subordinate officers.
Acoordingly, when the Japaness boat approached, he re.
tired to the seolusion of his eabin, The bont was hailed
by the officer of the deck asking the purposs of its ocon-
pants, to whioh it was responded that the gorgeously
arrayed official desired to come aboard and confer with
tho Amerioan commander, He was informed that the
commnndor wis & personage of too mush importanee to be
soen by any wave one of the highest rank; but if he was
possossad of wuflicient authority to tranwmit & message to
the Mikado he would be received on deok by the ofleors,
otherwise tho beat thing he could do would be o return
to the town and lot some one of waficient rank come
aboard.  Upon sssurances from him that he possessed
the suthority desired ho was recoived on deck by the
officers. He proved to be the Vice-Governor of Uragaws,
and when put to the test ncknowledged that the suthority
to recoive a communioation did not rest in him, bul in
his superior, the Governor. He was dismissed with an
injunetion to send the Governor in person. Nob long
altorwards a still more gorgeously arrayed ofeial, necom.
panied by s more imposing retinue, made his appearance,
who proved to bo the Governor himself, Ho was received
with greal ceremony, the men being ab their quarters and
the marines under arms, and oscorted to the eaplain's
onbin.  He aaked to be condueted to the eommander of
the floet, but was informed in the most improssive man.
ner that the Commodare was two sacred to be ween by any
save the highest dignitaries of the court, but that the
onptain, who was also an offioer of distinotion, would hear
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an official of rank, s was plainly indiested by his gaudy




