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THE CAMP OF BUTTE.

HE largest, busiest and richest mining camp in the
world to.day is Dulle, Montana. Onoe that honor
was enjoyed by Virginia City and then by Leadville, but
now it unquestionably belongs to the “Silver City"” of the
Rockies. In many respocts it has not a countarpart in
the United States. It is the only city in the Union
where the ory of “hard times” is nover heard, where
Inbor is kept fully employed, and where money cironlates
freely in all the avenues of trade. With the substantinl
business blooks and all the public and private conven.
ienoes and advantages of the most progressive eity in the
East, it is still a typical Westorn town, pulsating with
business activity, full of nervous enargy and enterprise,
and spending its monay with true Western prodignlity.

The great mining district of whioh Butto is the busi.
ness centro is sitanted in Silver Bow County, on the woest
side of tho Roeky Mountains, and is about three miles
square. Within its limits are located 4,500 mineral
elaims, of which 1,490 are hold under United Statos pat-
ent. The daily production of copper and silver benring
ore is 1,000 tons, fully twioe that produced at Loadville,
which is reduced to bullion and copper matte, or, as in
some cases, shipped in the orude state to Baltimore or
Liverpool. The various mining, milling and smelting
companies give employment to 2,600 men, and pay
monthly for wages and supplies the enormous sum of
$540,000, This is the secret of the prosperity of Butte.
A large proportion of wage earners, receiving their pay
promptly and earning per man a Insrge sverage rate of
wages. Labor is fully employed, yet nt all hours of the
dny the streets are full of apparently idle men. To n
stranger this would seem to indicate a lack of work, yot
a8 the mines are worked by shifts, it is a fact that all
those apparently idle men have regular smployment and
are only waiting the honr when their shift shall go on
duty. The mines are worked night aud day, for in the
bowaels of the earth it is of little consequance whether
Apollo or Dians rules the firmament, snd, as a conse-
quence, the city itsell turns night into day as completely
as eloctric lights ean do so.

Butte, with its environs, has a busy populstion of
14,000, and property valuad for assessmant at $7,000,000,
It contains eight churches, three daily pspers (Miner,
Inter Mountain and Town Talk), three banks, n court
house which cost %150,000, school facilities of a high
order and school property to the value of #75,000, large
brick business structures, the finest opers house on the
Pacific Coast ontside of Ban Francisco, immense quarts
mills and smelters, a good sity government, two good fire
depurtments, eleetrie light and telophone systems (the
latter extending throughout the whole distriet and to
important points many wiles distant ), gas wds { now
building), water works, and all the conveniences and
neoessities of modern eivilization. The lm'nlunll are
enferprising and awake to all the neods of their businoss,
while their stores and stocks of goods ean be aqualed by
faw, if any, cities of the same wizge in the world.  Although
“lively,” in the sease that money flows freely and is spent

liberally for amusement in » multitude of forms, it is by
no means #o in the old and sommanly secantad meaning
of the term when applied to a mining camp, Law and
order are suprems, life and property are wecure, and
thers, as olsowhere, he who behnves himself will not be
molested, while he who doos not will probably only be
interfored with by the police. Socially Butte containg as
Inrge n proportion of educated and refiued poople s any
manufaoturing eity in the Union, & statemont to whicls its
many fine churches and schools bear ample witness,

Quartx loeations were mude in the vieinity of Butte as
oarly ns 1864-5, hut the expense of freighting in maohin.
ery prevented the development of its ledges. Ton years
Iator the Utah & Northern Railroad opened it up to the
world, and in the deeade which has followed this swakon-
ing it haw grown from o straggling mining oamp of 600
people to its present poition as the grentost mining cen.
tre in the world. The Utah & Northorn is & narrow
gange division of the Union Paeifie, ranning northward
from the terminus of the main line st Ogden & distance
of 464 miles to a junction with the Northern Paoifio at
Garrison. 1t taps the Oregon Bhort Line st Pooatello,
Idaho, and the Northern Pacifio at Giarrison, Montana,
and the overland traveler by either ronte who fails to
switoh off at thows points and visit the famous * Silver
ity " will miss one of the most interesting and profitable
foatures of & tour through the West. A narrow gauge
line also conneots the ity with Anacondn, whers are lo.
cated the immense smeltors of one of Butle's
winen.  The freight shipments from Butte by the Utah &
Northern ayernge 12,000 tons por weok, Oulgoing freight
consiute chiafly of ore and copper matte, while the re
ceipts are mainly composed of mining maohinery, build.
ing material, morchandise nud producs, The cash ro-
eoipta for froight st the Butte dopot in 1884 spproximated
5,000,000, the two towns of Butte and Anaconda paying
to the Union Paciflo one-tenth of the gross receipts of
the entire system of that great corporation. Careful
statisticians estimate for the curront year a total bullion
shipment from Butte of 85,000,000, and of copper matte,
with ita perosntage of wilver, of 10,000,000, making &
total of $15,000,000. This will excsed the combined pro-
duction of Idaho, New Mexico and Arizona, will ba twice
the produet of Utah, greater than the whale of California,
and thrice that of Nevads, It takes such comparstive
statistion as these 1o make one fully realize the command.
ing position of Butle in the mineral world,

The following earaful deseription of the leading mines,
mills and smeltors, and the various methods of reducing
the are, will be found full of interest:

THE MINES

The mines may be divided into threo classes: First,
thowe which produce only silver ores; second, those which
yield exclusively copper ores; third, thowe whose ores
contain both silver and copper. The silver orve may be
subdivide! into two olnsses—vix, free and base.  In the
first the silvor coutents are axtraoted after the ore lns
been stamped by simply mixing it with mereury in water,
the precious metal smalgumating roadily with the quick-
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