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commerce will never be realized. Nothing is more cer-
tain, however, than that there will soon be some radical
changes in the rontes of Pacifio commerce.

WuerheR it is that “The wish is father to the
thought," or because their mental vision is bounded by
the narrow horizon of local prejudice and self-interest, or
whatever other cause may, in charity, be assigned to it,
the faot remains undeninble that it is impossible for the
citizens of ono section of the West to recognize the pal.
pable advantages and future prospects of a rival, or to
admit the existence of facts and conditions which seem
clear and indisputable to & stranger who has no local
interest to warp his judgment. Daily we hear the remark
made that when certain ovents happon they will “lay out”
this or that place “oold." The party muking these asser-
tions is certain those events will happen, for no better
reason than that he desires them, and that they will have
the predicted effect because his supposed interests load
him to feel antagonistio to the place doomed in his imag-
ination to ba blotted out. On the contrary, through the
samo process of rewsoning, a citizen of the place referred
to is equally positive no such eventa will ocour, or, if they
do, will not have the disastrous effects ascribed to them.
Ho even goes further and sees in his mind another train
of events that will bring inevitable ruin to the home of
the individual first spoken of. To one not influence hy
looal pride or personal interest it is plainly apparent that
both parties are dessiving themselves. Whoaver belisves
that the completion of the Cascades branch, the opening
of the Upper Columbis River, the construction of a line
seross the mountaing from Yaquina Bay, or any or all of
a dozen mooted projects, will be a denth-blow to Port-
land; that the leass of the O, R. & N. Co, will prevent
the completion of the Casondes branch; that a failure to
build that branch will be a mortal stroke to Theomn; that
its completion to Tacomn will kill Beattle, or will prevent
any other rond from seeking a Puget Sound outlet; or
that by the happening of any of & namber of possible
events their town will be placed in the load in the race
for metropolitan henors and their rivals “squelched,” in
o sadly mistaken individual, His judgment is warped
by prejudice; he is rensoning from false promises to n
wrong conclusion; he has not given the subject dispas-
sionate investigation; he has not suficiently informed
himself of the great resources of this region, nor of the
commercinl history of older communition, If he had he
would know that each section has its olements of strongth ;
that none are dependent solely upon the happening of
any luture event or series of events; that all are estab.
lishod and will grow as the sountry besomes belter devel-
oped, and that in no ease will either the lugubrious pre.
dictions of the eroaker nor the rose-tinted visions of the
snthusinat be realized. We are all here to stay, to grow
and thrive, and it would be more seemly, an woll as of
more profit to us all, to view this subject in the light of
common sense, friendlinesa and that community of inter-
est which, whether we realize it or not, our position
gives us. -
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SCIENGE APPLIED TO AGRICULTURE.
}\GBIUULTUBE involves all physical scionce. Earth,
4 A wir, light, heat and moisture aro over factors in
vogetable gormination and growth., Natural laws direct
and control the operations of the husbandman, however
ignorant, and his practios, if wise and judicions, is an
unconscions formula of the results of seience applied to
agriculture. Thus we find in every rural community,
however primitive and unlettored, poculiae mothods and
traditionnry praotioes, which are crystalived common

sense and unwritten seience.

Btatistionl research shows that a orude agrioulture is
not abundant in product, that it is defleient in working
onpital, nnd that it is compalled to pay high interest on
borrowed money, A low grade of tarming is eursed with
mortgages and mildews, with insoots and ignorance. Un.
cortainty broods over ita hurvests and famine doolmates
its poople.  Famine is unknown in a country of advanced
agriculture, though  fourth of its people only may be
engnged in rural production.  On the conteary, millions
famish in India, whils most of its poople are in agricul.
ture, It in said that in 1970, in England, " parents ate
thoir ohildron when wheat rose to 886 shillings & quarter
at the present value of money." Five hundred years ago,
when nearly every Englishman lived by agrionlture, the
prodnot only sufficed for & home supply; now, with a
populntion of 446 to the square mile, of which only one
in eight in sn agrionltural worker, six-tenths of all the
food required for consumption is produced st home,
though half the island is occupied for residences, ploas.
ure grounds and hunting proserves.

The Latin raoes of Bouthern Europe, slower than the
Anglo-Saxon in utilizing in rural practios the discoveries
of modern scionco, are still making sure progross toward
a higher and more profitable agriculture. In Italy lands
ara more produotive, bulldings more pumerous and con-
voniont, and the peasant is better paid and better lodged
and clothed.  An official commimsion has recognised the
improvoment as a measure of progress in selentifio agri.
culturs, and made the fature prospority of Ialy depend.
ent upon schools and solentifio exporiment,

Bpain is mainly agricultural, yot its entire value of
rural production could be purchased with the valne of the
corn erop of the United States. It is beanuse the yield
in small and the price low. Russia, with labor smployed
principally in agricalture, yialds but nineteen bushels of
coroals per head, whila Cireat Britain, with soven.eightha
of hor people employed outaide of agricultire, last yoar
producsd ten bushels of eereals for every inhabitant of
the country. In Creat Britain the ylold per sere of
wheat i twonty-eight bushels; in Russin searcely more
than s third as mmch, This high yield has bean attained
by science applisd to agriculture. A single individual
haa given his fortune to experimental ngriculture, mnd
endowed his farm with the income from 8500,000,

In seasons unfavorsble to production the money value
of wkill and scienco in agrioulture is immensely on.
hanoed. It is often remarked that farmers receive ns
much for & very small crop an for s very large one, In




