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256 THE WEST SHORE.

men, “ Ho was from the United States, whither he de-
parted after his short sojourn among us" Nanaimo
must for all time maintain her present flonrishing condi-
tion from the one fact that her vast stores of as yet un-
developed wealth are practically inexhnustible.

On the trip by water from Vietoria to Nanaimo there
in one point worthy of special mention. This is Dodd's
Narrows, n narrow possage barely 100 feet in width,
where the tide ebbs and flows with fearful foree, All
rogulnr steambonts on this route pass throngh this chan-
nel, and it is not infrequent during spring tides for bonts
to be kept waiting for hours for the turn of the tide.

Crossing the Gulf of Georgia from Nansimo the
stonmer enters the murky waters of the Fraser, one of
the great rivers of the West. Here the traveler soes the
snlmon canneries of the Praser, only exoelled in magni-
tude by the world renowned canneries of the Columbia
River. It is nt this senson that these canneries are heing
tosted to their fullest eapacity, and the dexterity with
which the numerons attachés of these institations handle
the thousangds of fish which are caught daily is marvel-
ous.  With practically one movement of his knife, the
grim butcher, covered and bespatterad with blood like
somo fBend incarnate, romoves head, entrails and dorsal
appendnges of the succulent salmon, and in a wonderfully
briof time the fish is canned, sealed, eooked, labeled nnd
boxed ready for shipment to England at 85,50 per case.

Bixteen miles above the mouth of the Fraser is Now
Westminster, a flourishing city of some 3,000 people,
This vity was formerly the capital of British Columbia.
Now Wostminster enjoys the trade of the rich mineral
and agricultural country which is drained by the Fraser,
The many substantinl improvements noticeable during
the past year in New Westminstor indieate a feeling of
confidenos among the wealthy inhabitants in the future
importance of the city, In conclusion it may be well to
ndd that, taking into consideration the prevailing depres.
sion in all departments of business throughont the coun-
try, nowhere is there notiosnble more pleasing avidence
of prospority than in New Westminster. E, G. Joxes
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TACOMA OIL COMPANY,

‘ THILE the Oregonian, the leading daily of the
Northwest, is scoring the business men and oApi-
talista for their luck of enterprise and want of foresight
in not investing money in manufacturing enterprises that
will nid in building up Portland, the business men of
Tacoma are sotting an examplo which will strongly om.
phasize the point the Oregomian is soeking o make,
The people of Tacoma realize that all healthy growth
must oome from within, or, at least, find there its chief
impulse and support; that the individual and colleetive
entorprise of its citizens in the great fountain from whioh
flows the life blood of u city, enrrying health into every
portion of it system nud promoting u vigorous growth,
Theso mon have done everything in their power to build
up the city of Tnooms, having built substantial business
blooks, encournged enterprises of every deseription, not
ouly verbally but substantially, and are prepared to lend

a helping hand to any industry that may seek a location
there. Not only this, but they have originated and estab-
lished industriss of their own, of which the Tacoma Oil
Company promises to become the most imqorhnt.

Evidences of the existence of coal oil in quantity in
the Puyallup Valley have been noticed and commented
upon from time to time, but it was not until last March
that a company was organized to sink a well and fully
test the question. The idea quickly became popular, and
ns n substantinl vesult may be mentioned the laying, on
the 11th of July, of the corner-stone at Elhi of the first
oil derrick in this region. The derrick will be one of the
best ever built in the United States, and great results are
anticipated when, within the next three or four months,
the well will be completed. The ceremonies were partioi-
pated in by a number of prominent citizens of Tacoma
and other places. The remarks of Judge Hamilton on
that occasion will convey a good idea of the plans and
oxpectations of the promoters of this great enterprise.
Ha gaid:

GiENTLEMEN —The cornerstone of this stroctars now being laid by my friend,
Mr. Thompson, ia a beginning of » groat work—s work tull of bright prominsos
ter thin whole region of country, It promises more matorial development and
wrasperity for Western Waahington than all other enterprises thus far bogua or
mton mooted, [Baveral in tha erowd responded * That's so."]  And 1 confess to
same eling of pride st the work going ao mpidly along, snd 1 look forwari
with pleasire to the kappy achievements it in destined to work out, When 1
Hrst eame to Elhi somes montha ago to examine the country, with a view to its
il producing ol 1hb vinoed that oil existed here in lnrge pay.
ing quantities, aod s informed my frionds, | found nesrly all skeptionl on
the uil question, bat thit did not disootimge me, | went to work and gradually,
o by oo, the multitude foll into line, nntil now, in & word, all are belisvers,
B0 fur we Lan informed every man who baa felt sufficiont interest to comn out
hore and sxamine tor himself hus gons way ooavinoed that o groat ofl reservoir
in wtorsd nway o L d or tiftesn hundred fost below where we now stand,
* * % All the evidenoes point to this ns an extensive, riok oll Seld, It isslorg
the groat petrolenm balt on whish nll the oil s tae discovered in Amerios and
Furope s beon found, Take & map of (e world, and on it mark all the oil
produoing distriets, then deaw & line from ons snd to the ather, and you will
find it pasing throngh this valley. Men of sciontifio attainments, of well.

hlishad cliamnotor, have ined this coantry nnd tell ua that all tha geolog-
foal indioutions point te this as s ofl territory, Praotioal men of long and

variod wxperinnos in oil regions tell us thin is the right pisce, Bt machinery

onnmat b bought nor walls drillsd withont money, and  grest dosl of it, The
machinery for this well s, howeror, heen bought, and, what s better still, it
hina been paid for,  Although thete in not quite snough money in the troasary to
pay for drilling the well, it will be plaoed thare o st g it in abwolotely
waiited, Prople begin to appreciite the merits und importanoe of the enter-
prise. The bost men in the Teeritory and i Oregon are tiow subseribing for
stoak and paying in their subscriptions, * * * The suoomss in the oil busi.
s hiss boon troly marvelons. It had bean known to exist in Petinayivania for
ywars bolore 8 man eould be found with vafficient pluck te sink the first wall,
16 was thinn thonght a daring sxpariment, but it proved & grost suocess, bringing
abont results which, in their inflasses, sre beyond computation ; and I expent

minedy daye. 1 will build up tawnn und oition, 1t will ive omployment to the
unsmployed. give money to the monnylees, xnd instand of poverty xiel depires.

won will be Joy apd prosperity,
moough forall, 1 shdl y mmwﬂhlbnbﬂll_nl-lwuhm

part of this valley, Ilhwmﬂuiut«lmhdtdunuﬂh&.‘ﬂl

Tault, eritioise nnd slur othors, but it is an wltoguther differont thing to pat his
shonlder to the wheel ud secamplish n good work. 'hl.l‘.?:;m will
hhnnﬁumutuuﬂ-u-umnrmmmu-m.nnntmhl
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paid s dobte dollar for dollsr, This s & protty
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