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EARLY DAYS ON PUGET SOUND.

EXTRAOTS from the aunual address delivered by the
Hon. Elwood Evans, at Tacoma, June 16, 1885, at
the Second Annual Reunion of Washington Territory
Pioneers, To the old settlers of the original Oregon
Territory, of which at the time of the incidents related
the Puget Sound region was a portion, they will be espe-
cially interesting:

Hon. William P. Bryant, the first Chief Justice of the
organized Territory of n, held the first court north
of the Columbia River at Fort Bteilacoom, on the 1st day
of October, 1840. It was a special tarm, suthorized by
an act of the Oregon Legislature, for the purposs of try-
ing the murderers of Leander 0. Wallnce. Lowis County,
in which the murder had been committed, extendac
northward to the forty-ninth parallel, and included the
whole of the present Washington Territory north of Clarke
and Pacific counties, and for the purposes of this trial
had been attached to Judge Bryant's districk (the Fimt
Judicial District of Oregon). The Court convened in
one of the old log-houses on the site of the present Terri-
torial Insane Asylum, in & room inadequate to sost either
grand or petit jury, and adjourned to an open shed, used
?:rn tm::lt:ar shop in the progress of erecting quarters

iers.

Those houses which had been built for and until re.
cently ocoupied by the herders of the Puget Bound Agri-
cultural Company were the most remote of the outposts
of the Hudson's Bay Company's Fort Nisqually, henoe
the ultima thule of the civilization of Northern Oregon.
Three such log shanties with & barn constituted the
officers’ quarters and gunrd-house, the soldiers bein
camped in tents near at hand. These huts were rentec
by the United States of the Puget Sound Agricultural
(ﬁmpnny for a military post, af which was stationed
Com M, Fourth Artillery, Captain Bennett H. Hill,
to del;::E Northern Oregon. Such was Fort Steilacoom
in the fall of 1849. The site of the present city of Steil-
acoom was primeval forest, and not an American wottlor
disturbed tﬁe virgin quietude of the shores of our magui-
ficent inland m“ﬂam the mouth of Sisqualitchew Crook
to the Pacific Ocean. .

Leander C. Wallace, who had located a claim upon
the island now bearing his namo, was tho murdered

joneer; his murderers were Bno?unlmm Indinns.  The
y iteelf, the first murder by the natives of an
American sottler on Puget Sound, the first appeal to the
courts to redress by law the wrongs upon our q:\ le por-
tad savages, then so greatly ontnumbering the
ittle han of Americans who were here, not only
invest that trial with the grestest interost, but manifest
triumphantly the regard for law and right of those prin-
sottlers.

0 the causes ns they lead up to that first
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We noquire an idea of that mce by
:DI:J:II: m;im pib.‘;qonr was sarroutded —with whom
he was required to come in daily contact; we aro advised
of the nature of the labors incident to ococupyiug the
country—his condition of life as an American wetiler.
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premacy means the very best olvilization; that it means
recognition of man's individuality; that it can only be
o‘:la:ulml hy Amerioans utilizing the whole continent an
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e fo bt s Ahe (nsbemment of Heavon
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His fnith that Infinite wisdom benefloontly purposed
that this continent should become the abiding place of
oivilization, soienos and the arts, n land of homes —home,
“The resort of love, of joy, of pesce and plenty, whera
supporting and uuplmrmr. pniluhud frionds and dear
relations mingls into bliss,” That the march of civilise-
tion steadily supplants barbarism and ignoranes, necossi-
tating n conflict between an obstructing race and that
one whose advance is marked by pre The lormer,
snvage, content to live s have lived his progenitom; no
ndvanoement is sought; the vory enrth whioh he inhabits
partakes of lothargy; the vegion remnins in its viegin
wildness, The susivo raoe, obadiont to the first groat
commandment, “Babdues the carth and replonishes it,"
lovels the forest and makes it yield life and broad to man,
Thus civilization drives before it the savage, together
with the wild game which has fuenishod him subsistence.
The earth thus subdued promptly responds to tillage and
abundantly affords sustensnos to man, The m? pros-
oneo of onr race means aggrossive oivilisation, Iis pros.
once is the standing mennos that the earth shall :ﬂoul
homes to civilised men and women.  In the very nalure
of things the Indinn must recede bofore the advanei
oivilization or bo absorbed by and merged into the ad-
vancing column.  No revision of the Old Testamont will
diminish the broad signifieance of the )\lm':ﬂhly flal b
the dawn of ereation *To sabdue the earth and replonish
it"  The Now Testament will forever commund, * Go yo
into all lands nnd pronch its gospel " of civilisation and
suconeding ponco, 11 those keynotes of eivilization be
arror; if Ft was wrong to establish the United States of
Amerien: it it was wrong for John Adams, in 1787, to
have prodictod *That the United States of Amories wore
destined to spread over the northern part of this whols
quarter of the globe"; if it was wrong To go forth and
pronch the gospel unto all naions *To subdue the
earth and replenish it," then was it wmn‘ﬁor the ploneers
to have wended their perilous way to shores of the
Pacifie, and for us to be here to-dny to sommomorate
thair deeds; then American sebtloment, which moeans
only Amerioan civilization, in wmn&
right, it manifest destiny be right, it the
of the Old and New Dispensations be right, then, indeed,
in the calling of the ploneer s righitful one, hin preasnce
in new countrios in obedience to the highest of dubies,
his mission the most justifiable. But for the m
those who have in all lcuofnvallheuylofd
the Eﬂl United Btatos of Ameriea would
greatost nation upon the wap of the world.
would simply have been laft in the condition it
Columbus discovered the Now World, The
rightfully settled hero; the ultimate purposs of his
anos wis r; the result of that pressnce has
of im::dm nble Imdl’: l&:ummlly. Tbt.llii'hl. the pur.
Hone the result ¢ prosnco aro nﬁhd
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apon Pugot Sound; that firet aasertion of oriminal juris-
dlul.'wn, auder thes forms of law, in ldi;liulin; upon b
wrongs betwean the raoes present in ;

Tho ot, l.uﬁnf

i

1o murdered ﬁiel.im win & good mu."u q:h
ing vitizen. He gave no ur
f:.uh:&?u simply h!.omt to the Indinns ns & * Boston,

=

hits to it lunds, or rivers, or
teaches that A su-

lawfully, nnd in pursait of his business, outside
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