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THE WEST SHORE,

THE RUSSIANS AT BODEGA AND FORT ROSS.
N January, 1811, there arrived in the quiet waters of
Bodegn Bay s strange-looking eraft bearing a burden
of hnman freight Théy wore men with unkempt _hmi
nnd shaggy beards, with frames of jron and a P'_‘)’”'(I“_"
that told of their being inured to a life of excessive toil
nnd exposure to the rigors of an inclement climate. To
them, as they sntered the beautiful cove on that midwin-
ter's day, the surrounding country seemed a veritable
parndise.  Aceustomed as they had bean wll their lives to
#o0 naught but the decp snow lying over the face of the
oarth st this season of the year, the sight of the vernal
hills glowing in the bright sunshine placed before them
# picture, the most lovely that had ever greeted their
gnze.  These brawny strangers were Russians, and had
come from Bitka for tha purpose of establishing a mili-
tary post nnd a rendesvons for & band of trappers, also
proposing to farm extensively, using their products for
supplying the colonies in the far north, The number of
man was soventy —twenty Russians and fitty Kodiae In-
dinns—under the leadership of Alexandor Koskoff, & man
with a wooden leg, and to whom on this sccount the na-
tive Californinus applied the nickname of “ Pie de Palo.”
To Bodegn Bay they gave the name of Rowanzoff,” and
nnd the stream now known s Russisn River they called
“Blavinnka"

Knowing full woll that they had no just title or elaim
to the land, they tramed & pretext for Innding there by
stating they had been refused a supply of fresh water at
Yeorba Buenn (San Franciseo), to strengthen whic they
naworted that they had purchased all the
oont to the bay from the aborigines, & claim which was
wiimately extendod until it covered all the land lying
betwoen Point Royes and Point Arena, and for a distance
of nine miles inland.  Ag a matter of fact the Russians
conld not purchase any of this land from the Indians, for
ab that time the entire country of the Alta Californias
belonged to Spain; therefore it has heen truly remarked
of them that as they came without invitation, and opeu-
piod the land without the permission of the ownars, they
may, with evory justios, be called the first “squatters” iy
Californin, Thoy went to work with a will, however,
whether they hud any right to the soil or not They
prococded into the interior of the country, about gix
milos from the bay, and there founded » settlement;
houses were built, fiolds fenced and ngricultural pursuits
prosocuted with energy.

As noon s the first crop had matured nod was ready
for whipment, it beeame necossary that they should have
& warchouse at the bay where their vessels could Joad
Accordingly a buailding for this purpose was erected. It
Waa very strong and durable, and would probably be
standing now but for the fact that land-slide swept the
most of it into the bay some yoars ago. There was an.
other building near the one just mentioned which was
ﬂhw"“bluﬂﬁm&mnﬁmumvmun
kind of boarding house, but it is ouly from mention of

loarned.

Innd lying adjn-

the faot that its existonoe hne been
lthldpt-ihhh'lnlhmwidw number of

their houses in this locality, owing to these having been
all demolished and not & vestige remaining of them to
tell their story, but it is undoubted that there were &
congiderable number, These buildings were small and
rough, the boards being hewn from redwood logs, They
were each strong enough for a fortress, and were prob.
ably built to serve the double purpose of shelter from
storms and protection from an enemy.

When Koskoff and his company established them.
stlves at Bodega he found most strenuous opposition
from the Spanish authorities of California, who looked
upon them as interlopers, and were ever ready to embrace
any and all opportunities to drive them off. Open war-
fare was threatened, and the Russians had every resson
to believe that the threats would be carried out. There
wes another enemy to ward against—the Indians—over
whom the Spaniards, through the missions, had absolute
control, and it was apprehended that this power might be
used. Beveral expeditions were organized by the Dons
to march against the Muscovites, though they all came to
naught, The Russians would doubtless have been very
well satisfied to have let the Spaniards alone if they
would have reciprocated the courtesy; fearing, however,
to trust them, the new-comers sought for a location which
would afford them natural protection from the foe. Pass-
ing up the const thirty miles, they came to the level and
extensive tract lying adjacent to the present Fort Ross.
Here they found everything they could desire. Vast
meadows stretehed to the eastward, affording pasture to
flocks without namber, There stood

The forest primoval ; the marmuring pines and the hemloalk,
Heanted with moss wnd in garments urenn; indistinet in the twilight,

There wus n beautiful little cove in which vessels might
lie in safety from the fury of the northern storms; near
ot hand was an ample streteh of beach, on which their
staunch though erude argosies could be constructed and
ensily Inunched npon the mighty deep; no more propi-
tious place could have been found along the entire coast.
The location once chogen, they set to work with a will to
propare their new homes. A sito was chosen for the
stockade near the ocean's shore, and in such a position as
to protect their vessels lying in the little harbor from
those inimical to them, The construction of this fortifi-
cation is interesting, The plat of ground enclosing it
was n parallelogram, 285 feet wide and 312 long, and con-
taining about two acres. The angles were placed very
nearly upon the eardinal points of the compass. At the
north and south angles there were constructed an octago-
ual redoubt, two stories high, and mounted with six
pieces of artillery. These were built exactly alike and
were about twenty-four feot in diameter. The walls were
formed of hewed redwood
ue}heruthewmandm.bm-igmimhuh
thickness. The roof was conioal and had s small flag-
staff at the apex. The stockade approached the towers
10 such & way that one-half of them was within the en-

and the other half outside it The




