198 THE WEST SHORE.

CRYSTAL CAVE, MONTANA.

IX miles from White Sulphur Springs is a mountain

on whose sides are many curious rock formations,
which Lave wou for it the title of Castle Mountain.
Curious and picturesque ns the mountain is in many re-
spects, the one great featura of interest is Crystal Cave,
a cavern of unknown extent and manifold beauties,
Though its existenco hins been known for & number of
yoars it has never boeen thoroughly explored, the most
complete investigntion of its mysteries having recently
boan made by a fow members of Tie West Suone staff,
nccompanied by R. N. Satherlin, editor of the Rocky
Mountain Husbandman, A. Sponcer and 1. Salhinger.
Mr. Butberlin has frequently visited the oave and called
attention to its attractions in his paper, but never suc.
oeoded in srouxing in others the enthusingm he himself
possessen.  When he kindly offered to lead our party to
the eavern and penotrate its dark recesses even further
than he lind ever gone before, the decision to necopt was
quick and unanimous. Providing ourselves with oloth.
ing whose intimate mequaintance with dirt was s guaran-
too of its fitness for such u journey, we prooured a
vconveysnce and quickly traversed the half dozen miles
intervening betwoen the city and mountain. In this dis.
tance wo had gradually sscended 1,200 foet on the moun.
tain wide. A further elimb on foot of 500 feet, and then
& descent on the opposite side of the ridge nearly an
oqual distance, bronght us to the mouth of the cave, The
entrance, over which in suspended a natural bridge of
rock, i & gradual descent of about 100 feat over looss
boulders, similar to the mouth of a steaply inclined tun.
nel, the aparture being some twonty foet wide and fiftoon
foot high.

Almost immodiately wo wore ushored into the main,
or “orystal,” chamber, an spartment of irregular shinpe,
with u porimeter of 260 foot, and a height to the orystal-
studded ooiling of sixty foot. The floor was free from
rooks, but was covered with stalagmites and orystals.
Mud was freely smeared over overything, no doubt
brought in by animals that probably hibernate there iy
winter. From this main apurtment we penotrated into
twonty.three soparate chambory, reaching them by tra-
vOrsing numerous passages leading in all directions,
Bome of these avenues are comparatively open and free
from obstructions, while others are choked up with rock
or #o sl that much diffieulty is experienced in pssing
through them,

The most interesting of these narrows at one place to
wuch an extent that it is with much difficulty that the
body ean be foroed through st ull. In fact, one of our
party »o excoaded the standard of rotundity that he ecould
Bot oven gel “in with n squeess wnd a gri y' and he
“obwerved that the hole was small” 'l'hiss:;nnhrinhnm]
“A Tight Squeese.” It load us iuto s Inrge chamber
where both wtalsotites wnd stalagmites were in apecial
abundsnce.  They thrust themselves up from the floor
or hung pendant frowm lheadling.liuhdropu of water
trembling on their points, whils the walls sparkled with

Stalactites were observed of all sizes, from a mers drop
of water to & pendant cone two and a Lalf feet in length,
one of which we brought away with us as a souvenir and
curiosity. In one chamber we found a spring of ice cold
water. Several of us slaked our thirst, but one member
of the party declined to indulge on the plea that he had
no accommodations for internal stalactites, Many pas-
sages were observed which were so obstructed by rocks
ns to be impenetrable. A little giant powder wounld rem-
edy this defect, and might give access to still larger
npurtments and lead still farther into the interior of the
mountain. Fully three hours and a quarter were con-
sumed in our explorations, though but a short time was
spent at any one place, the numerous chambers and pas-
sageways keeping us almost constantly in motion to com-.
plete the cirouit in that brief times .. Crystal Cave will no
doubt become an object of much interest to the thou-
sands who will be drawn to that portion of Montana by
the healing waters of White Sulphur Springs.
LUMBERING ON PUGET SOUND.
£ I‘HE Tacoma News gives the following estimate, based
upon reliable information, of the daily output of logs
at the various logging camps on Puget Sound:
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This amount, if correct s far as stated, would be con-
siderably increassd by numerous small operators not
mentioned, and by the larger camps on Hood's Canal not
reported. The mills on the Sound are now all running
on full time, and have s daily capacity about as follows:
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By these figures it will be seen that if the mills put
out daily their full capacity there will not, at this rate, be
» large acoumulation of logs at the end of the summer's
operations for the mills to go on during the winter,,
should the demand for lumber continne, At present
prices, and with the dull state of the market, with all the
soeming activity, millmen and loggers are enabled to
realize very small profits, even if they are able to come
out whole at the end of the season. Wages in the camps
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