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foot in height. This farsceing knight of the whip pro-
ceeded to locate all the available Iand on the north hank
and broke a road through the sage brush and lava beds.
The south side was already claimed by n young married
couple, who had built themselves a rude enbin, within
wl.:m walls their first-born in wain tried to drown the
mighty cataract’s roar with its infant yells. These two
parties combined their claims and for a time held posses-
sion, but afterwards disposed of their interests to & com-
pany of gentlemen, who desired to make suitable provi-
sion for the accommodation of visitors. These gentlomen
located all the available land nbout the great falls, also
the Twin Falls, three miles above, made a good stage
road to Shoshone City, put on & line of stages, built a
small hotel and made many improvements about the falls,
This has not been done for speculative purposes, but be-
cause of their admiration for and pride in these great
wonders of Nature, and a desire to preserve them from
vandalism and render them easy of nccess to every one,
They have already exponded $18,000 in improvements,
and are preparing to ercot this summer u large hotel,
The present accommodations are for only fifteon to twenty
guesta, but they will soon be prepared to entertain sev.
eral hundred at a time. These gontlemen are Messrs, W,
A. Olark, of Butte City, and John A. Creighton and
Oharles H. Deway, of Omala.  Great praise is doe them
for their efforts to render & visit to this attractive spot so
pleasant and inexpensive, From Portland the fare to
Shoshone Junction is #38.75, being $16.20 to Huntington
over the 0. R. & N. Co.'s line and $17.56 over the Orogon
Short Line from Huntington to S8hoshone. Stagos ran
daily from that point to the falls, the fare for the round
trip being only #8. Through passengers going either
west or enst can gpend from one to three days at the falls
at an expense only of stage fare and hotel accommoda-
tions. Passengers on the Utah & Northern ean stop over
at Pocatello and make tife round trip to the falls for $18,
The Union Pacific possessos in this great attraction some.
thing that will make it a favorite route for tourists, aide
from the many other advantages it offers.

The following comprehensive description of the falls
was written originally for the Butte City Miner by a
gentleman who made a thorough oxploration of them: A
few hours' ride through the desert, where we saw no liv-
ing thing save now and then a half famished rabbit,
brought to view & dark line produced in the great lava
plain by the first glimpse of the adge of the precipics on
the farther side of the river. Beveral miles before rench.
ing the falls & heavy sound like distant thunder is hoard,
and on a clear day the spray rising upward is clearly
soen. Upon arriving at the brow of the pricipios the
harses were detached from the coach, and they and the
passengors entered a narrow gatewsy whore the wall wns
broken down o little, and began their descent over a dif.
ficult and preeipitous trail to the river ot a point just
above, but not in view of, the falls. As wo approselisd
thnmnddhuhlbynpmtnprins.md near o littlo moa-
dow, the air was redolent of cooking viands, and never
s ampler justics dous, than by our Titls party with

whotted appetites, to an oxoellent dinner of which fresh
tront was the moat delionts fantirs

After dinner snd a brief repose we walked out a fow
hundred yards to see the great oataract, and I sm freo to
confess my utter inability to convey with words even
faint impression of the matohless beauty and majosty of
the scene that burst upon my vision as 1 ssoended o table
of trachyte a hundred foot above the brink of the preci-
pioe, over which the river falls 210 feol perpsndicalarly.
The faco of the falls is in the form of an obtuse angle,
tho side toward the south being much the longest. Above
this, for about 1,600 feet, extends a group of rook islands,
which divide the stream into several ohannels and pro.
duce two sorios of rapids and oasondes, compriving n great
number, all varying in height and foros, and whioh
heighton the offect of the scone, and break the water into
fonmy whitenoss preparatory to ite final leap. Among
thess islands the water desoonds shout 100 feet.

On this side of the river, and 150 feet sbove the main
falls, is a fnithful represontation of Niagara in ministure,
sixty foot in hoight, with a wodge-shaped island dividing
it into two most gracoful shoets. Looking across the
river and bayond this is an island rook, fifty feot wide,
then a cascade oighty foet in breadth, which is not per.
pendicular, the wator rushing down in a thin sheet over
the rounded fuco of the rock. Further on is a large
island, eighty feot high, then a narrow fall of a large
volame, then » low rook island, ancther parrow fall simi-
lar to the last describod, then a large island, beyond
which is found the main body of the river broken into
cascndos, whioh front in almost every direction owing to
the distorted condition of the lava channel.

The next morning we orossod the river above the
group of islands in s little boat, nod were surprised to
find the stream flowing gently and placidly, seemingly
unconscions of the terrible fury which would in the next
minute mark its deseant. Near the shore wo passed the
ruins of a willow-thatohod cabin, arcand which were sont-
tored the remnins of s gold washing rocker, an improvised
enndlestick and other evidences of & miner's humble
abode, Hore, a few years since, dwelt a sort of recluse,
n Beotehman by birth, who was known by the name of
Old Tom Bell. For n long time he had lived there,
gnining » precarious livelibood by washing the suriferous
sands, which at this time employ & number of Chiness
above and below the catarnct. Bell had construoted a
ruda boat, whieh served him in oarrying his firewood and
in crossing to one of the iulands, whore bo mined during
low stagos of water. One morning in the spring time,
whon the river was much swollen, there appeared on the
river opposite Bell's eabin two Chinese merchants, who
had beou on a collecting tour among their countrymen on
the river above, who beckoned to Bell to come nud set
thom over. Bell rownd wafely aoross, but on his retury
one of his onrs gave way, when, losing coutrol, the boat
sped quickly away in the strong current.  He attempted
1o reach the nearest inland, but waa powerless to mannge
his ourloss oraft, and in the minute fallowing was swept

over the precipice. Two Chinese minors were the ouly




