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THE CROCKER TESTIMONIAL.

ON the Bth of Huy the sitiwans nf .‘_‘ﬂ':r:lmvn‘.a. Cl‘-!..

tendered to Mrs, Margaret E. Crooker a magnifioont
floral testimonial and tribute of their love and gratitude
such as no citizen of the United States ever before re-
coived at the hands of friends and noighbors. It wns a
spontaneons and unanimous expression of their veners-
tion for one whose life of benevolence and charity in
their midst had won her the esteem and devotion of
every one within the city limits. A brief review of her
life and deeds will best explain the cause of this great
popular uprising,

Mry. Margaret E. Crocker (nde Rhodes) was born in
Btark County, Ohio, February 25, 1824, the youngest of
a family of twolve. Ohio was then the frontier, and she
grow to womanhood amid all the trials and privations of
o pioneer life. It is well to pnss briefly over the early
period of her life, for it is of the later yoars and her
many acts of banevolence of which we would speak. On
the 8th of July, 1862, she was married to the Hon. Ed-
ward Bryant Orocker, in the oity of New York, the ocure-
mony being performed by the Rev. Henry Ward Bescher,
She immediately departed with her husband for Califor-
nia, going by way of the Isthmus, reaching S8an Francisco
on the 1st of the following Beptember. Mr, Crocker at
once began the practios of his profession (the law) in
Bacramento, which city still honors his memory and, as
this tribute shows, reveres his noble-hearted consort
Judge Crooker wus n man of great mental vigor and
capacity. For a time he sat upon the SBupreme bench of
California, and left behind him a record of work accom-
plished which has never been equalled by his successors.
He was ono of the five business men of Sacramento who
took hold of the Central Pacific Railroad in its infancy,
gave fo it their great abilities, their unflagging zeal nnd
every dollar of their earnings through years of pioneer
striiggles and privations. Their sucoess is a matter of his-
tory. They became wealthy—some of them beyond their
vaguest dreams when the enterprise was insugurated.

Judge Crocker had not in his soul the elements which
go to make the “railrond king," as that term is offen.
sively understood. He was a gentleman of noble im-
pulses and benevolent disposition—one who could never
forget the struggles of his early life nor ignore the trials
throungh which he saw others His hand waa
always extended to aid the deserving, and publio and
private oharities found in him a liberal patron. This
spirit of benevolence was posossed by his life companion
in a still higher degree, and whon Judge Crocker died
full of honors in 1875 she continued the work, perform.
i“gmum of ﬂhll'it’ul‘ll lind both of them done
before, Bo many and so great have been her benefso-
tions that thousands feel n personal gratitude for what
has been done for them. Ostentation she never displays
and publicity she avoide Her good deeds have never
been heralded abromsd, until on this occasion, when her
friends took the matter into their own hands and ren-
dered her this spontansons tribute of honor. 8o quietly
and resarvedly has sho performed her good works that no
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one pretends to be able to rocount them, yet thousands
who Lave bouolilod by her lnrgess can testify oach to his
own experience, while thousands more have boen aided
who knew not the hand of the donor. This hor neigh-
bors know, and for this they honor her,

Leaving theso acts to be recorded in the great book of
good deeds, unseen by the oyes of the world, a brief men-
tion of her more axtensive, and consequently more publie,
gifts will be interesting. The more prominent of these
nre: Gift of a valuable halt block to the oity for sshool
purposes; a tract of land donated to tho eity for & come-
tory, and nnother to the Pioneer Assoviation for the same
purpose; liberal donutions to all publie enterprises; en-
dowmont of an Old Ladies' Home; and, finally, the gift
to the city of the celebrated Crocker Art Gallery and ita
valuable contents, worth half a million dollars. The
home for old Indies was built by her in 1882, at a total
expense for grounds, building, furniture, ote,, of $38,000,
aud endowed with 862,000 of bonds, making a total dona-
tion of $100,000. She turned the entire institution over
to the management of n board of five trustoos, who are
soalons in rendering it the'equal of the foutder's ideal,
in whose honor they named it ¥ Marguerite Home." The
Bell Consorvatory, though not a gift to the public, serves
to still further illustrate this Iady's kindly character, It
was founded in 1880, and covers five and a hall nores,
M. Orocker is a passionste lover of flowers, and has
gathered her tribute from the wholo floral world. The
conservatory, with its beautifal walks and drives, is open
to the publio at all times. Apprecisting the fsct that
choioe flowers are bayond the means of the poor, the owner
pormits the sale of flowers at n morely nominal price,
thus enabling the poorer people to prooure those emblems
of love and purily on many oocasions whon they would
otherwise have lo forogo them. To do this was the
ruling motive of this benevolent lady when the conserva.
tory was founded,

With the presontstion of the art gallery the cup,
which sha had boen steadily filling for years, ran com-
pletoly over, and the people could not resist giving volos
to the foeling of love, gratitude and respect which had
beun growing for years. During their frequent travels
in Ewrope and Amerioa Mr, and Mrs. Orocker purchased
many works of art, numbering 701 in all, most of them
by srtists of wide reputation, There are paintings by
Murillo, Vandyks, Hakl, Kaulbsch, Hubner, Van Oer,

copies of the old masters, To contain these a large
brick, stone and iron building was erectod st & cost of
200,000, with ita interior designed for a eombined art
gollery, musoum and library, The gallery has slways
been open to the public on frequent stated days, s small
admission being generally sharged, the prooesds of whick
wora donsted to the Orphans' Home. In November,
1884, a fow business mon and journalists of Secramento
insuguratod & movement for the establishmont in that
city of a public maseum, art gallery, and
scienoe, and a colleetion of the products of California
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