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BUILDING A TOWN.

l EGENDS tall us of the sudden springing up of cities

4 in the plain by the powar of magic art: how the gond
genius of the lamp constructed in one night Aladdin's
wonderfal castle; how stones have been econverted intwo
houses, hills into onstles and sticks and stamps into living
and breathing human beings and animals, by invoking
the aid of spirits of nir, forest and water; but these won-
ders are related for the nmusement of children, It has
bean reserved for modern times to display in the magieal
growth of the West transformations almost s startling
and wonderful as those produced by the powers of the
ring or lamp, whose relation was the delight and wonder
of our childhood. Gold is discovered in some wild and
hitherto uninhabited region, and lo! almost in & night, a
bustling, busy town springs up in the wilderness. Cir:
cumstances suddenly indicate the concentration of busi-
ness and population st some new point in a rapidly set-
tling region or along the route of an spproaching railroad,
and there is a rush of people, animals, wagons and goods
of all kinds, the éaw and hammer are plied with nervous
energy, and in a fow days a full-fladged town of stores,
saloons, hotels, shops, offices and residences appears
where before the only snimate objects were the bounding
jnck rabbit and the nimble coyote,

Three months ago the mingled tufts of bunch grass
and sage brush slone elnimed possession of North Yakima,
and now a thriving town, with railroad depot and side
tracks, stores, residences, & chureh and even thousands of
shade trees, is to be seen. Only in the great West do
conditions exist which render such things possible. Peo-
pled with an intelligent, entorprising and netive oluss,
congtantly reornited from the best blood, brawn and brain
of the East, it secomplishes feats of industry and entor.
prise that may well challenge the amnzement of older
communities. The West is rapidly filling up with wide.
awnke, solive and ambitions young men, who find here »
broader and more inviting field for the exhibition of their
powers and energy than ix possible in the older and more
settled regions from which they come. The drones, the
cripples, the easily contented and those past the ern of
their greatest activity remain at home, while the younger
and more energetic, filled with ambition and » determina-
tion to conquer success by unflagging effort, are crowding
into the newer West and daily scoomplishing things that
may well make their old friends and neighbors open their
eyes with nstonishment. The most striking illastration
of this is the town whose growth, situation and prospects
we are now considering. North Yakima is the latest
addition to the list of live Western towna, and in every
essentinl particular it excels all its predocessors, prosent.
ing many interesting features pecaliar to itaslf.

For thirty years the Yakima country has been favor.
ably known to the people of Oregon and Washington,
uidl yot its remotencss from the great nataral routes of
travel, combined with the faet that plenty of good land
was to be had better situated with reference to transporta-
tion facilition and markets as thay [urmerly existed,
served to greatly retard its settloment; and even uow,

though containing many settlers and numerous business
onterprises of long standing, it is comparatively a new

sought by those who desire to become possessod of ngri-
oultural land or engage in varied and profitable merean-
tile and manufacturing enterprises. Though traversed
by hundreds of pilgrims seaking the Colville mines in
1855, and bundreds more following the golden will-o’-the-
winp into the Fraser River country in 1858, no actual set-
tloment was made until 1861, and it was sight years Inter
before the population wis sufficient to warrant the organ-
ieation of n county government. During the past few
yoars, however, since it boonme evident that & railroad
throngh the hoart of that region, connecting Puget SBound
with Enstern Washington, would eertainly ba constructed
in the near future, settlers have been pouring in, and
sapocinlly since work was setaally begun by the Northern
Pacifio have their numbors largely inoremsad. At the
prosent rate it will not be long before all the most desir-
able land will bo taken up or purohased and the wilder-
uness completely transformed.

"The region generally kuown s the * Yakima country "
axtonds from the Cnscndes snstwand to the great bend of
the Columbin, and from the Wenatohie south to tho Sim.
coo Monntains, having an aversge diameter of 150 miles.
Through it, from northwost to southeast, runs the Yakima
River, recviving numerous important tributaries from
both sides, suoh ne the Ahtanum, Wenns, Kitbitas, Nut-
chow, Topininh, Satas, ete. ‘Topographioally it presents
u waries of hills, plateaus, low mountain ranges and long
strotohes of valley lands along the various streams.  The
hills and table lands are covered with sago in part, and in
part with luxurinnt bunoh gras, They and the adjacont
yalloys nre famous as the grandest pastars lands of the
Northwest Coast.  No region of Oregon or Washingtos
lins produced more or better onttio and hornes. The beef
has a wide reputation, and horses reared there possess
great powers of endarance.  The timber of thst region is
confined to the mountainy, foothills and watercourses.
[t comprises all the evergreen and soft wood varieties
untural to the Coast. Onk groves mre found here and
thore. The pines and firs grow to groat wize and height,
In places the tsmarnck and oodar are of large growth,
The stroams are usually margined with balm and alder,

In the foothills and mountaine proper are found all
the precious metals, with iron nad conl.  Placer diggings
and quartz minos are an intoresting fonture of the soun-
try. Copper and coal are among the products which in
the near fature will contribute to the industries of the
Yukima Valley. A groat woalth of minernls exists within
tho aron deseribed.  Recont developments indieate that
{o ontablish permanently & great mining oamp in the Cle.
sl.um Distriot, the completion of the Caseades Division of
the Northern Pacifie and the enlistmont of capital are
alone neoessary.  Thin groat transcontinentnl road is be.
ing finished ns rapidly ns possible, and will resch the
rich mineral and coal fields in u fow months.  With that
resalt nocomplished, the mining regions of the valley will
be sasy of scoss for prospectors and eapitalists.



