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nowor wheat fields of the West, and the farmers have

_I'r_argues well for the prosperity of our producing

turned their attention to other products, just as the older | clnsses that they are beginning tn hold u_:mvantinm and
sottlaments of the Middle and New Fnpgland Qenten warn | form assncintions for the protacrhion of their interests and

years ago compelled 1o do, when foreed to the wall by the |

new geain flelds of that great valley. Illinois, Towa, Wis-
consin, and even Minnesota, are rapidly being converted
from grain raising to dairying. If in those States, where
enttle have to be housed and fed several months each
your, and good green grass can only be had in the spring
and summer, butter and choese can be made nt a profit
nud of superior excollence, how is it that some of our
farmers maintain that they cannot make butter in Ore-
gon st thirly cents a pound, even under the favorable
conditions of nearly perennially groen grass snd but little
exponsa for onre of stoek in winter? Nothing but sloven-
linens, Inck of wystem and general incompotency ean ae-
oount for it, and as proof of this it is only nocessary to
point to several of our successful dairymen, who have
prospored under the same conditions that bave hronght
failure to others.  Prima facie, that portion of Oregon
nnd Washington lying west of the Coscades is n dniry-
man's parndise, and it will require grontor evidenoo than
has yot boen mdduoed to prove it otherwise,

Burviciest evidence is now in from the widely seat-
tored ranges of the West to prove that the loss of oattle
by exposure mnd starvation the past winter was but »
smnll percentage, not in excess of the averasge of other
yours.  The only great mortality was nmong the “ trail
eattle,” ns thoso on the route from Texas to the northern
rangos are designated.  Takon Iate in the sesson from
their warm southern home, and being compelled to endure
the snows and chilling blasts of the ranges without time
to geb in good condition before winter set in, they perish
by thousands.  Viewing the matter from the cattle own.
o' standpoin, the past winter was » very satisfactory one,
notwithstanding the unusual quantity of stormy weather,
Buat what do the cattle think of it? The smount of saf.
fering they endure cannot be measured by the number of
deaths that ocour.  Every year hundreds of thounsands of
cattle are exposad to chilling blasts and threatoned with
starvation almost to the limit of their endurance. A fow
weeks of graging in the early spring put them in good
condition again, and their fatness at that time is pointed
1o as an ovidence of the jolly good time they must have
had all winter. Jolly it was, indesd, when the cowboys
were compellad to frequently drive them out of the shel.
toring canyous upon the wind-swept ranges to keep them
from starving to death, and when they would as often
return to their shelter in the canyous to keep from freez-
ing to death. There ought to be some provision made
for supplying shelter and food to eattls during the ocea-
sional severe storms of winter. Humanity demands it
We hinve societies and laws that prevent the viviseetion
of a worthless cur for the sdvancement of science, hut
who takes thought of the sufferings endured by these
millions of cattls for the advancement of bank scoounts?
If it s impractioahle to take proper care of large bands of
eattle, thon they should be kept in smaller herds,

promotion of the industries in which they are engaged.
Particularly is such action as this desirable on the part
of those engaged in the production of some special crop
or article, where combined action will enable them to
inoreaso facilities for marketing their product, enlarge
the demand for it, and protect it from the encronchments
of inferior and spurious imitations seeking a market
under a dishonest use of repntations gained by legitimate
goods. There are numerous ways in which such organi-
rtions may be of decided advantage to its members, such
s securing legislation for their protection; incrensing
transportation facilities and decreasing the cost of reach-
ing market; sustaining a uniform price that will yield a
fair margin of profit; preventing that inharmonious com-
petition that increases the cost of production and de-
crenses the market value of the product; in shutting oul
or fully exposing spurious products; in drawing a tight
rein upon unserupulous and dishonest dealers, such as
are to be found in every line of trade, and in the improve-
ment in methods and quality which must follow a free
interchange of idens and experiences. The recent Dairy
Convention in this eity will undoubtedly be productive of
great good to that industry, and the frnit growers of
Southern Oregon will necessarily profit much from the
convention held a few weeks since in Ashland. A close
allinnes of fruit growers, hop growers, stock raisers, sal-
mon canners, flonr manufacturers and men engnged in
various other industries will be highly beneficial to those
interests and to the communities whers they exist.

Tur indieations at present are that the salmon can-
ning industry on the Columbian will show a marked
decline the present year. Nearly, if not quite, all the
canneries wers operated at a loss in 1884, owing to the
high price paid for fish and the low price of the canned
goods enused by exoessive production. There has been s
Inck of intelligent co-operation among cannerymen, result-
ing in much injury to themselves and the trade generally.
It is plainly evident they cannot afford to pay & dollar, or
even seventy-five cents, for fish the present season, and
the sooner they agree upon some living rate, and stick to
it, the better it will be for the business, and, consequently,
for all concernad.  Co-operation is also necessary in sus-
taining the reputation of Columbia River salmon by
hunting down the pirate brands which are fast destroy-
ing it. The season opened the 1st of April, but great ac-
tivity will not be shown for several weeks yet, and there
will probably be fewer canneries in operation and about
five hundred loss boats on the river than last year. At
prescat the English mukdilgluuuludpﬂmugm
much above the actusl cost of production, exelusive of
rebatos for damages, ote. The outlook is not ancourag-
ing, especially with a high price for fish; but if living
rates are maintained thronghout the season, combined

with o better market, canncrymen may get ou their fesl
again.




