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which are supposed to ba matters of general information,
to properly read and digest an immigration pamphlet
Tt ia ocoasionally the sass fiat pusibive wisslatomouls of
facts are made, chiefly by irresponsible scribblers and
“traveling correspondents,” whose productions are com.
posed of equal parts of ignorance and imagination, but it
is soldom the finger can be laid upon untruthfal para.
graphs in such legitimate immigration publications as
ghould be looked upon as authoritative or worthy of con-
fidence. For one ease where dissatisfaction arises from
actual pervarsion of faocts, there will be ton growing out
of the inability to fully comprehend or digest whut has
been published. It is too often the case that in reading
of this region a few facts are seized upon, facts in strong
and favorable contrust with unsatisfactory conditions at
home, whila all others are ignored, and over these is
thrown the proverbial enchantment of distance, Thus
primed the immigrant reaches his destination only to
suffer terrible disappointment. In his anger and chagrin
he naturally believes and nsserts that he has been de.
ceived, when, in reality, he is himself chiefly to blame for
the arroneous ideas he started with, Buch cases are met
with every day. It is very questionable if there was aver
a description of the Puget Sound country issued for im-
migration purposes that did not call special attention to
the faot that it is a densely timbered region, and that
farms can only be made by years of hard labor in cloaring
the land, yot nlmost daily disappointed immigrants are
encountered who complain bitterly of not finding vacant
land there upon which they can at once begin farming.
After the physical characteristios of that region have
been so thoroughly deseribed in publieations of every
gort, it seems almost impossible that an intelligont man
oonld have so little comprehended what he road as to
oxpoot to find open prairie land waiting for him slong
Puget Sound. But the fact still remsins that many do
bave just such ideas and hold others responsible for
them. B8till others come with the expectation of settling
upon Government land within a few milos of Portland,
Salem, Walla Walla and other old towns, whore the sur.
rounding farms have been under cultivation for many
yoars. No respectablo publication ever said that vacant
land could be found in the outskirta of our chief cities,
1f an immigrant desires land in the heart of the Willam.
etta Valley, or contignous to any of our towns, he must
buy it; and he who has sufficient capital will generally
find it far preferable to purchase land whose character
and loeation suit him than to undaertake the task of elear.
ing forest land or making » home on the prairie, where
he must wait for towns to grow and markets to be ere.
ated. The vacant lands of Western Oregon and Wash-
ington are only to be found in the foothills and moun.
tains and along the courses of streams now far removed
from tl.e usunl routes of travel and not of easy nocess to
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comparatively near railroad stations, though none, of
coursé, in the immaediate vieinity of any railroad town of
prominence. At 18 evident that immigrants who dosire to
sottle upon Govarnment land must coma preparad to go
into the forest or help to develop some now region. The
best openings are to bo found by those who are willing to
purchase, Such persons will find much desirable land
for sale ut from #10 to 50 por aere, with cash and time
paymeonts,

Tuenk is n phase of the immigeation question whioh
has received too little attentivn from the press, an evil
which the presant movement to innugurate losal town and
county immigration bonrds will have  tendency to nhate.
In nearly evory town there nre s fow land sharks—har-
pies who prey upon strangors who are seeking for land
There are roputable real ostate dealors and there are
sooundrals who make the business simply  cloak to hide
their rasealition, Some of the simplest forms of swind-
ling practiood by them is selling land to which they have
no title; bargaining for the sale of & fine pieco of prop-
orty to which they have not a shadow of elaim and whioh
miy not be in the market at all, and then giving a deed
to u comparatively valueloss tract perhaps a mile or two
nwny; purchasing railroad or other land for an immigrant
and receiving from him the full value, while netually
paying only the first installment; receiving foos for loost.
ing n olaim upon land which they are well aware is not
open to losation, or netually filing upon some worthless
trnet, while pretending to seours for their olient some
valunble one which thoy have shown him, These are but
a fow of the numerous devicss employsd by sueh man.
[t should be the first duty of immigration boards to
checkmato such reprohensible schomes, and those towns
possessing no organigation of that charaoter should form
ons, if for no other purpose then to defond themuselves
from the injury inflicted by such tricksters. The harm
thoy do the loenlities in which they live eannot be onlon-
Inted. Not a tenth of their sohames are successful, and
fully onebalf the men whom they attempt to swindle
become distrusiful and leave in disgust, whon otherwise
they would probably invest and become valuable addi.
tions to the community., In justios to them and to our-
selvos wo should endeavor to enconrage snd protect
immigrants ns much an possible.  'We have invited them
to come and settle among us, and it is our duty to keep
them oat of the elutehes of these land sharks, Tt is also
i duty we ows to ourselves to provent intending investors
and sottlors from being driven away by wach unserapu.
lous lecchos,

Ix speaking of the somparstive merits of whoat grow.
ing nnd diversified farming in which term dairying is
included, the Bt Louis Republican says that if one-balf
the money and labor expendod last yoar in raising Mis.

market, and all are covered with brush and timber. East |souri's erop of 85,000,000 bushols of wheat had been
of the mountains there is & grest quantity of open prairie | given to dairying the net returns would have been donbled.
and river bottom lands, deveid of timber, the cholcest of | There in in this statement considerable for farmers to
which now remaining vacant lies at considersblo distance |think about.  Wheat raising in the Misissippi Valloy is

from any railroad. There in, howerer, much good lasd | rapidly becoming unprofitable in eompetition with the




