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years become of equal importance with the parent houses,
while new enterprises founded there will nequire equal
stability. The immense dry goods house of H. B. Claflin
& Co.,, of Now York, is already coustructing n four-story
brick building in which a branch wholesale store will be
established. The completion of the railroad is all that is
noosssary o set in motion the forces destined to work
out this indisputable result. Work upon the Cascades
Division is progressing rapidly. The road is steadily
nidvancing westward and will soon resch the mountains.
The route through the Caseades embraces a long tunnel
which eannot be completed under two years, but the
company has announced that a temporary track will be
lnid over the mountuing, which will give connection with
the line slready constructed from Tacomn to their enstern
buse within o year, and ensble them to operate the
through line withoot waiiing for the tunnel to be com-
platid. -

An n shipping point for the wheat, flour and other
products of all that portion of the great Inlund Empire
renched by the Northern Pacifie, Tacoms will, within o
yoar from the completion of that road, become of great
importance. The entire Yokimn and Kittitas regions,
now being opened up, will be solely tributary to the
Bound, also the Big Bend and the greater portion of the
region north of Suake River, while with the contemplated
branch from Ainsworth to Walla Walla, Tacomn will
have an equal chance of drawing trade and products
from the magnificent wheut belt lying along the base of
the Blue Mountains south of Snake River. Direct ship.
ment by rail to her grain elevators, and direct londing
into large vessels floating in deep sea water st her
wharves, are the facilitios Tacoma will offer to the wheat
shippors of the interior, and there is no question but that
an opormous quanticy of grain will find it cheaper to
sook the terminus for shipment than to follow the present
channels.  Reciproeity is a great law of commerce, and it
naturally follows that the vast region which will find an
outlet in Tweoma for its products will ulso find there a
buse of supplies for groat quantities of morchandise and
manufactured articlos now drawn from other sources.

TacoMa is today the most prosperous city in the
Northwost and suffers the least from the offects of the
provailing businoss depression. Her business men are
young, enorgetic and watohful of their opportunities,
They are animntod by that spirit of regard for the general
publio welfare which is the very life-blood of & business
community, No public enterprise of merit is permitted
to languish for want of sapport, and every projected in.
dustry which is calenlated to benefit the city is given
hoarty woloome and substantial encoursgement. They
have organized a Chamber of Commeres, with s member.
ahiip fee of $100, which is about to erect a wmagnificent
three-story brick structure. With such vigorous business
men to guand hor interests, pushing their trade into
every possible channel, foreing openings where none
existed before, and on the alort to grasp and hold every
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-a‘-l;nntaga to be derived from the completion of the rail-
road, who can doubt the future of Tacoma?

It is often naserted by those who pretend to view the
matter in a “philosophical " light that Tacoma has not,
like Portland, s great sgricultural country to back her,
il therefore oan never become a city of equal import-
ance. Ciranting the ncouracy of the argument, it is easy
to show the fallacy of the premise upon which it is
founded. Tacoma has an agricultural country to back
her, equal, if not greater, than that tributary to Portland.
In the valleys of the Puyallup and other rivers flowing
into the Sound, in the long-settled and productive regions
of Cowlitz and Lewis counties and the great valley of the
Chehalis, besides numerous other arable tracts, Tacoma
possesses a tributary region as near us is the greater por-
tion of the Willamette Valley to Portland. Taken in the
aggrogate, these tracts mnke an agriculturnl area of vast
proportions. The regions that will be rendered tributary
by the completion of the road have been spoken of above.
The large and fertile valley of Kittitas lies ns near as
Lane County to Portland, the great Yakima country as
near us the Umpqua, while the centre of the great region
enst of the Columbia nnd north of SBnake River, as well
a8 the Walla Walla region, is as near ss Rogue River
Valley to Portland. It is easily seen that Tacoma will
have fully as great an agricultural region solely tributary
to her, with an equal chance in that vast country sccessi-
ble to both cities. Her territory, too, is undergoing more
rapid development, and is being settled by s more ener-
getic and vigorous class than those who.have so long held
Western Oregon in an unprogressive state. Besides this
she already has lumbering industries far superior to those
of Portland, and is the shipping point for Iarge coal
mines, of which Portland has none whatever. To say
that Tneoma has no country to back her is to display the
densest ignorance on the subjeck.  She is blessed with all
the elements requisite to a large commercial city, and it
ia the part of true wisdom to acknowledge it

Tux immigration question is a very complox one. In.
formation is disseminated in so many different ways, and
throngh sach varied agencies, that when wrong idess are
conveyed it is almost a matter of impossibility to deter-
mine where the responsibility lies. That many people
come to this region with inflated imaginations and absurd
ideas of what they will encounter is true, and the problem
of how such impressions took possession of them is a
difficult one.  Immigration literature is, of course, open
to the charge of dwelling more upon the advantages than
the defects of the region of which it treats.  Unfavorable
conditions are lightly touched upon or ignored entirely,
while much stress is Inid upon all favorable features.
This should be expected by every one. People in this
world advertiso their advantages, not their failings. Yet
lhmmu!lobomyinhuipntpaoplowbodomtpu-
mnluﬁnmtknowledgeolhummmdmﬂ
good judgment, based upon an aequaintance with those

innumerable  goographical, scientific and simple facts




