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Clackamas, containing an avea of about 1,450 square
miles - With the western ond lying iu the Willameble
Valley, it reaches back into the mountains to such an
extent that the greater portion of its area is hilly and
mountainous, In the foothills and the many small val.
loys, some of which lie far up toward the summit ridges,
are many scres of land open to settloment, while thoun-
sands of acres near the Willamette, and in the higher
land back from the river, have been cultivated for many
years. Of the 1,054,000 acres in the county, 326,000 are
owned by private individuals, 58,000 by the O. & O, R. R.
and 22,000 by the State. The remaining 700,000 acres
are Government land, subject to entry under the general
land laws. Fully one-half of it is good arsble Inud, or an
amount equal to that which is already taken. Hundreds
of sections of such lands are in close proximity to sehools,
churches, post offices and stores, and are within one day's
drive of cither Orogon City or Portland. By living on
such places the settler would have an almost unlimited
stook range, and his fencing might altogether be confined
to the land he wished to cultivate, The soil in the fool-
hills is of the richest kind, well watered and no lack of
timber, and no more healthful olimate exists in the Unitad
States, Some portions of this vacant land are heavily
timbered, whils others are covered with bat s light growth
of trees and brush. No open prairie lnnd is to be had.
Grrain, hay and vegotables are the chief crops, and fruit
trecs are very productive. The fact that green grass can
be had by cattle the year round renders this region, and
porticularly the little well-watered valloys, espocially
adapted for dairying.

The western end of the county is traversed by two
linos of the O. R, & N, Co's system, affording splendid
ahipping facilities, to which are added the numerous boats
plying on the Willamette. These nre enabled to puas the
falls st Oregon City by means of looks and n short canal
constructed jointly by the State and private enterprise.

The county seat and largest town is Oregon Qity, the
oldest town in the Willamette Valley. It is situsted st
the famous Willamette Falls, whoso beauty has won ad-
miration from all travelers since the pioneers first baheld
them, more than hall a century ngo. The amount of
power running to waste there is sufficient to build up a
Inrge manufacturing city. In the almost unlimited quan.
tity of its water power, ita splendid shipping facilities by
rail and river, its fine location in the edge of the great
vallay, Oregon City offers greater ndvantages to manu.
{actaring enterprises thau any other plaee in Oregon,
At present there are two flouring mills and a woolen mill
in Oregon Cily, but no doubt this great water power will
at no distant duy be utilizad by more extensive indus-
tries, When this is done Oregon City will grow rapidly,
This should be taken into consideration by those looking
for homes or for safe investments for their capital.

Conl and limestone of a fair quality are found in the
foothills. Iron ore is found in great quantities in several
portions of the county, and especinlly nlong the Willnm.
ette. At Ouwego, n small town on the river, o few miles
below Oregon City, are iron works employing s number
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of hands, and extensive rolling mills have been projected
for erevuon st that plsce. Other small towns in the
county are Milwaukie, Canby, New Era, eto. The nssessed
value of property for the year 1884 was £3,844,146,
MARION COUNTY,

Lying betwoon Clackamns and Linn, and separated
from Yambhill and Polk by the Willamette River, is the
county of Marion. It hins a frontage on the river of sixty
miles, but contraots quickly as it extends castward, ron-
ning up to the summit of the Casendes in a gradually
narrowing strip. In its aren it embraces some 1,900
miles of prairies, foothills and mountaing, the greater
portion of whioch is valuable for agrioulture, and the re-
mainder for grazing and timbar, The western end is in
the very hoart of the Willamette Valley, and is watersd
by the great river from which the valloy derives its name
und by numerons tributaries of that stroam, 'This section,
some thirty-six miles long by fifteon wide, embracos some
of the finest land in the valloy, The general surface of
the country is that of an undulating plain, with an
nsoending alope to the foothills and rmuging up into the
mountain ponks of the Casendes, in whioh are many val-
loys lying botweon the rooky ridges of mountains. While
thore are many detached and sonttored prairies in the
connty, the prineipal ones are Balom, Frenoh and Howsll
prairios, excoodingly fine bodies of tarming land, huving
u deop, rich woil.  Frenoh Prairio has, howeyer, much
marshy land, owing to ita flstness.  The Waldo Hills and
the hills south of Salem wers, undoubledly, onee open
prairies, but have boon overspread with onk and fir,
These rolling hills are nmong the best farming lauds in
Oregon.  The first wettlers naturally selooted the prairie
land, where the oxpense of preparing it for cultivation
was comparatively light, but the lnter ones in these time
bor-covered hills seom to have seoured equally as good
soil, though st greater expense for clearing, The yleld
of wheat on both elnsses of land is from twenty-five to
forty bushels per nore, and this rate has been maintained
in wome seasons under the most adverse ciroumstanoes;
nlso onts, flax, barley, rys, buckwhost and
produce wall. Fruits flourish in the hill regions.

There is considerable alluvisl bottom land along the
Willamette, Bantiam and Pudding rivers, having  rich,
warm, sandy lonm, and producing immense orops of veg-
etablen. It is especially ndapted to hop oulture.  Butter
nnd choeso are made in considerable quantities, and the
fiald for dnirying in an inviting one, Good lands can be
had in the foothills, whoere, by slushing off and burning
tha light fir brash, and sowing grase sead on the burn, &
rich and permanont pasturage is seoured, with ample
supply of hay for winter wse, This oan also bo done in
Innds too rough for cultivation, and the ground can then
be used for graging either cattle or shoop. The timber
resourcos of the eounty sre valuabla,  Along the streama
and lowlands are ash, alder and maple, in the hills onk
and yellow fir.  In the Casendes are great bodies of fir,
pine and endar. Water power in abundanes is ruuning

1o waste in the streams, espeoinlly those in the Caseados.




