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THE WEST SHORE.

large and produstive orchards sre in that vieinity. Hum-\

mnh'iﬂé,. in the north end of the va::u,. L bwo ﬁum;u“
mills, & planing mill and a population of 300, In Wal.
lown Valldy are several small towns, the leading ones
boing Josoph, Lostine and Alder,

BARER COUNTY.

The county of Baker occupies the extreme southenst-
orn corner of Orogon, and is the second lnrgest in the
Btate. Its longth from north to south is 200 miles and
it width sixty. High timber-clad mountains in the
porth, broakiog, ns progross is made southward, into
lower and mars barren mountaing, olevated plateans,

not yet fully occupied, where settlers can find some most
\}l!uilll‘l):u :lmuulmn.

Burnt River has along its course, as have also many
of its numerous tributaries, a strip of fine bottom land,
pecasionally widening out into little valleys. Many set-
tloments have been made by men who are prosperonsly
engaged in farming and raising sheep and caftle. Near
the mouth of the stream is the new town of Fluntington,
the point of junction botween the Oregon Short Line and
the 0. R. & N. Co.

Noar the mouth of the Malhenr is the new town of
Ontario, situated on the bank of Suake River and on the
Oregon Short Line, From Ontario, following up the

sage-covered or barren plains, charncteristio of the grest| Malheur, the valloy has an average width of four miles
Novadn Basin on whose edge it lies, and many stresms, | until the canyon is reached, thirty miles above. Three

both Inrge and small, nlong whoss courses nre numerous
fertilo valloys and natural mesdows, are the leading topo-
graphicsl features, Of the estimated aren of 11,000,000
acres only onethird lins boen surveyed. The O, R & N.
Co's line, which joins with the Oregon Short Line to
miuke a through ronte from Omaha to Portland, pusses
through Powder River Valley and Baker City and rung
down Burnt River,

The watercourses of the county are numerons nnd
convey continuously a great volume of water, Flowing
northward along the upper half of its enstern boundary
is the groat Snake Hiver, the leading tributarios of which
are Powder, Barnt, Malhour and Owyhes, sach of which
hins numerous large and smwall fesdors.  The bottom lands
along those streams nre very lfortile, and froquently
sproad ont into grassy valloys of considerable widtl,
Some of this land lying bsck from the streams, and
alightly elevated above them, requires irrigating to ron.
dor it productive, much of it being favorably locatod for
that purpose.  Bome of it, however, requires but slight
irrigntion, nnd still other portions none whatever. When
all the lund in Baker County which ean be irrigated
choaply and handily shall be placed under oultivation,
the productive ares will be inereased tenfold.  The laml
nearly all balongs to the Government, and the most desir-
able portious bave boen sumveyod,

The most thiokly settled portion is the northern, in
the rogion of Powder and Burnt rivers.  Powder River
Valloy is twonty miles long and about sixteon miles wide.
Along its whole courso the Powder hins fertilo bottom
lands, spreading out at times into quite considerable val.
loys, in many of which there may be found excellont
vaoant looations for settlemont.  The large valley is well
sobtlod, and is the centre of the greatest population of the
county. The woil is fertile and suscoptible of the highost
stato of cultivation. At the upper end of the valley lies
Baker City, the county seat and largost commercinl point
in that portion of Oregon.  The eity is substantially built,
m.lllh‘ many quite expensive bukiness blocks and
private rosidences, and & population approximating 1,500,
Thore are two planing wills, one saw mill, one grist mill,
four powspapers, throo breweries and namerous sores,
W ole.  Below the tl'\\ll ‘I.“l_')’. both Il(l‘ll“ the main
stroatn and the North Powder, is much fine arable land

ditehes huve been eonstructed, which supply all the water
noedod for irvigating this tract.  Grain, vegetables and
fruits produce abundmntly, and the climate of the valley
proper is extramely mild.  Near the centre of the valley
in the little town of Vale.  Willow Croeok Valley is one of
the oldest settlements in $hie county, and is an excellont
furming conntry. Just sbove Vale, Bully Creck enters
the Mallienr.  With its tributaries —Cottonwood, Tndian,
Clover und Dry ereoks—this stream dreaing an area of 400
square miles, which is now ranged by stockmen, with the
excoption of that portion along the ereek bottoms oecu-
| pied by formers.  This is n nowly settled region, but one
which n littlo entarprise can convert into a veritable gor-
don spol. Above the canyon the valley land along the
Malhour varies in width from absolutely none whatever
to o strip six miles noross.  Wherever it thus opens out
into valleys facilitios exist for irrigating, the constraetion
of ditches being all that is required. Along the three
branches near the headwster there is much excellent
lond, similar in many respects to that lower down the
wain stream, 1t is only of late years that the valne of
this region has beon recognized and its agricultural pos-
sibilities known. Btoek raising in connection with farm-
ing will always be a profitable industry, as there are
thousands of acres lying contiguous to the valleys which
will mever be valaable for any purpose but grasing.
Every farmer will have a free range for a limited number
[of cattle,
| The Suake River Valley, between the Owyhee and
J&h\llu\.ur. consists of the river bottom and a bench, ele-
vatexd above the river from twenty to forty feet, sud three
to six miles wide, Wator for irrigating ean be brought
from the Owyhee, and, when done, will bring into culti-
vation about 40,000 ueres of good land.

The southern and of the county is drained by the
Owyhoo and its forks and tributerics. It is a region of

them covered with the choicest bunch gross, and others
having no vegetation but sage brush.  Along the streams
are numerons fortile valloys, which Torm the headquar-
tors of stockmen, who own great bands of eattle. Much

of that region is worthless for an
. y
other portious of it make exeellont clttlw:u. m'hnh" while

short mountain ranges, platesus and vast plaing, some of

thero s uot o little which is adapted to e pursait of




