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and rich in minerals; the foothills afford splendid grae-
ing for eattle and sheep; the vallay lands produce cere-
als, hay and vegotables in abundance, and the river
bottoms fruit of unsurpassed excellence, In the divorsity
of its products and resources, Jackson is superior to any
county in the State,

Tho market for the valley's products has hitherto been
nooessarily loeal and limited. The stage companies and
teamuters have consumed large quantities of hay and
grain, whils the flour, vegetables and fruit of Jackson,
Josephine, Curry, Del Norte, Klnmath and Lake eounties
hinves been lnrgely sapplied from this region. Boyoml
what was necessary to sapply this demand, however, has
not been produced, and it ean truly bo said that the capa-
bilities of the valley for extensive sgriculture have nover
been fully tested. The arable land embraces about one-
fifth of the entire nrea of the county, including foothills,
plaing and river bottoms.  The foothills possess thint rich
soil to be found on the hilly lands of Western Orogon,
while the plains have much sdobe land, nod the bottoms
are composed of the most fertile alluvium. In the valley,
whoat, oals, barley, corn, potatoss, hay, ete., yield abun-
dantly, and anything less than a half erop has never boen
expoerienced during the thirty years of cultivation,
Twonty bushels of wheat to the aere is considered a very
unsatisfactory erop, while ss high ns sixty bushels have
boon realized.  Barloy and onts produce proportionately
well, and potatoes and corn are of especial exeellence and
yield abandant eropa.

The foothills furnish grazing of the finest quality, and
there are in the eounty about 30,000 sheep, 10,000 cattlo,
5,000 horses and 10,000 hogs.  Great sttention has been
paid to the improvement of slock, and some of the best
horses and sheop in Oregon are to be found in this region,
Fine dairy esttle are kept, and the dairy products are
amang the best in the State. It is a well known fact that
the finest flavored grpes of California are produced on
tho sunny slopes of the foothills, and the conditions there
found exist in the foothill region of Jackson, The vines
produce large elosters, and the grapes have a most sxesl.
lont flavor, boing very juicy, and waking s superior qual-
ity of wine. The conditions of poil and climate are also
vory favorable to peaches, the fruit being saperior in
flavor, though a trifle smaller in size, to the Californin
product.  The slight touch of frost in winter, thongh too
mild to injure the vines or trees, gives a flavor to the
fruit that is Incking in that of the warmer regions of Cali.
fornin,  The bottom lands are especinlly adapted to fruit
oulture, and it is that cluss of soil that has been utilized
the most by fruit growers In addition to grapes aud
penchos, apricots, pears, plums, apples, chorries and the
small fruits pmtlum almmimtly. and are of exeellont
quality, especinlly the apples, which have no superior
anywhere, Soow falls cocasionally to the depth of three
or four inches, but rapidly disappesrs, while ico never
Mll two inches in M"ﬂ. nancl lnnun but a few
times during the season. In the mountaing, of course,
there are more snow and ioe,

Placer aud quarts mining have beou the lending indas-

{ries sinoe the county was first settled. Iron, coal, copper
and cinnabar exist in varying quantities. Timber covers
the mountains and promises s supply of lumber for years
to come. Four good flouring mills, a large woolen mill
and seversl saw and planing mills make up the sum of
manufactaring evterprises.  There is an abundance of
good water power.

Good improved farming land can be bought from $20
to 860 per sore, though a few choice places wo.uld eom-
mand o higher price. Other lands, not so well improyed
but just s fertile, and in some cases more desirable for
fruit and grain cenlture, can be had as low as 5 per aore.
These prices depend upon the amount of improvements,
location, character of soil, water facilities, ete. Many
placos partially covered with timber, or a portion of which
in too steap or rooky for easy eultivation, can be nurchased
at Jow figures and turned into excellent farms. Small
furms, upon which orchards could be made the principal
source of income, can be bought at low prices, and there
nre many places where g little work in clearing off brush
and timber would reward the industrions farmer with
many seres of land of the best quality for grain, orchard
and vineyard, Much of the Lill land will produes good
crops of grain, and its eapubilities for grapes haye been
pointed out. It lina been used chiefly for grazing, and is
nearly all owned in Inrge tracts, which will of necessity
be cut up into smaller divisions for farming purposes
and sold.  The land is so well adapted to mixed farming
that it is especially valuable, for with grain, fruit, hay,
enttle, sheep, horses and hogs to depend upon, such a
thing as an entire failure would be impossible. There ia
much Government land in the foothills and mountains, as
woll as large trocts reserved to the O. & (.

Jucksonville, the county seat, and for years the lead-
ing town of Southern Oregon, lies six miles from the
railrond station of Medford. It has a population of 1,200,
and eontaing numerous stores, ete, Ashland, the south-
orn torminus of the 0. & C. road, has about 1,400 people,
and containg o woolen mill, flouring mill and sash and
door factory; also the Ashland College and Normal
School.  Phanix, on the line of the railroad, has 300
prople and a flouring mill.  Other railroad points are
Medford, Woodville, with a saw mill; Rock Point and
Central Point. The line of the Q. & O. road runs through
the valley, giving access to Portland markets, and good
rods lead into the regions east and west which are, to a
degree, tributary to the valley.

JOSEPHINE COUNTY,

The county of Josephine adjoins California, snd is
hemmed in between Jackson on the east and Curry on the”
lrm!.l It is essentinlly a region of mountains, and its
population of 2500 live chiefly by mining, stock raising
n.ndd.airying. Rogue River ﬂ)l')': mﬂ,ﬂm upper por-
tou in a worthwesterly direction, while Illinois River
pursues the same general course further to the southwest.
The valley land is confined to the comparatively narrow
strips lying along those streams and their tributaries.
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