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THE WEST SHORE.

is some yellow fir which is green near the river, en mgh

+to run & large mill for years, and good water power nanr
ab hand, immedintely ot the head of tidewator, There is
a small bay with nine feet of water at low tide. The
county is receiving many settlers, but there is yet much
vacant land, where industrious men can make for them.
selves good homes,

The prairie lands or high plains, stretehing up and
down the const for nearly sixty miles and back to the
mountaing for twelve miles, are the ensiest reached, and
but for the ferns and brakes that grow in profusion, ab-
sorbing the moisture and killing off other vogetation,
would make the finest farms, As it is, the vine maple
bottoms are the most desirable. With the exception of
its dairy products, timber and fish, the county has but
little to export. Agrioulture has made but little progress,
owing chiefly to a lnck of transportation, but partly to the
fact that with a fow oattle, a fishing rod and a gun, the
settler can live in royal style without the labor that ne-
companies grain farming. The barley of this region is
suparior to that of the Willamette Valley, and osts, pota-
toes, fruits and all kinds of vegetables are prolific. The
county needs settlers to clear the land, cultivate it and
make homes for their families; and whon this is done, the
other great need—sufficient transportation taoilitios—will
surely be provided. One who has money can buy land at
what would anywhere be considered low figures, He
should have enough laft after baying his land to stock it,
and by fair industry he can make money and grow rich,
The settler with limited means can find plenty of oppor.
tunities to make a home, He can homestead or pre-empt
160 acres of land, and from the start can mnke u living
for himself and family. The waters will supply him with
trout; the shores and inlets abound in clams: his rifle
should furnish him plenty of fresh meat, and & small
garden patch can supply vegetables which need only
planting to grow. The lumber industry is being devel.
oped, and will in the future be a Inrge one. The moun-
tains are covered with fir and cedar of gigantic size, and
the rivers are in every way suitable for floating logs to
mills situated on the bays at their mouths, where vessels
can be loaded. A large mill has been erocted on Tilla.
mook Bay, and others will surely follow. There is also
a large salmon cannery on the bay. As to shipping faoil.
ities, they are at present confined to the small steamers
that make periodical visits to the bay; but there is little
doubt that a railrond will be run across the mountains,
oither from the Willamette Valley or branching from the
road to be built to Astoria, as soon ns the settlements are
far enough advanced to make such s road profitable.
Tillamook, the county seat, Hobsonville, Hebo and Ore-
town are the chief towns, none of them as yet advanced
beyond the village state,

BENTON COUNTY.

The western portion of this county [see “ Willamelte
Valley * for the eastern end ] lies along the coast from
Tillamook to Lane. Its charscteristics are much similar
to those of Tillamook, though for many square miles the

timber has beon destroyed by forest fires. Where this
han ocenrrad a rank Khuw thool ginul ferns hine Kprang up,
growing so thiokly that nt a distanco their tops—severnl
feet from the gronnd—present the appearance of a fine
velvety turf; and with the excoption of ranging eattle
upon it, which fatten on the wild pea vine growing be-
neath the forns, but little use has yot been made of this
Innd, excopt along the river bottoms. Yaquina River
flows westward noross the northorn end of the county and
discharges into the bay of the same name,  Farming snd
stock raising are carried on along the river and bay, but
not on an extensive seale, There exist no broad levels
for lnrge flelds of grain, and though the range over the
hills is very wide, no ono has entored largely into the
stook or dairy business. The soil has boen enriched by
ashes from the burned forest, and yields abundantly in
tho bottoms, snd on the hills when the ferns have boon
congquered.  Potatoos nre excellent, aud lnege quantition
are exported.  Fruit doos wall, as is attested by soveral
small orchards and one large one.

Yaquina Bay in destined to become quite an impor-
tant recoiving and shipping point. The Oregon Pacifio
rosd was recontly comploted from the bay scross the
mountains to Corvallis, where it reachos both the Willam.-
otte River and the O, & O, Railroad, Vossels of sixtesn
foel drnught oan croms the bar, but this depth will be
incroased savoral foot when the Government improve.
ments now in progroess are completed. Theflargest town
on the bay is Newport, just within the entrance, It lns
considerable shipping teade, ohivfly with S8an Francisco,
and contains about 200 people.  Yaquina Oity is an om-
bryo town further up the bay, aud is the terminas of the
railroad, possesaing terminal works, oar shops, warehousos
and dooks.  One mile south is Onentta, the site of & good
saw mill. Toledo and Oystervillo nre also swall com-
munities on the bay, and Elk City, at the head of naviga-
tion on the river. Lumber, oysters and miscellaneous
products are the articles now shipped from Yaquine Bay,
but it is the intention of the railrond to make it a ship-
ping point for whoat, flour and other products of the great
vallay neross the mountains.

Alsea River culs throngh the mountaing and enters
the Pueific near the southern end of the county, Along
its course is muech good bottom land.  Uppor Alsea Val.
ley is ton miles long and from one to thres wides, and has
o rich, deop alluvial soil. Girass is excellont the year
round, and thore is an abundanee of pure water, The
ndvantages offered for dairying nre obvious. There are
now some 360 people in the valley. The river from that
point desoends 1,000 feat in passing through the moun-
tains to Alsea Bay, an estuary st its mouth, Flowing
into the stream noar its mouth are Five Rivers and Deep
Crook, nlong whoss fertile banks many settlors have
located. There is room for many more along the Alses
and its tributarios

LANE COUNTY.

That portion of Lane lying alovg the coast is quite
mountainous and covered with dense forests. Exeopt
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