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the Government or railroad. Lane County has an area
of 2,500,000 ncres, of whish shont one fourth is los
prairie and three-fourths timber and mountain land,
Abouat 1,600,000 ncres are surveyed, and 1,000,000 seres,
in tho timber and mountains, are unsurveyed. Only
370,000 acres are now settled by u population of 12,000 or
13,000. Land can be purchased in the hills and in the
little valleys in the mountains at $1.25 to $2.50 and L]
per acre, and choice improved farming land in the valley
nt $10 to £30, and near town at £40 and $50, per nere,
according to location and the value of improvements,
The opportunities for farming, stock raising, lumbering
and manafactaring are great.  Splendid water powor for
manufacturing exists along nearly all the streams. Lane
takes the lead in Oregon for the culture of hops, of whiel
there are numerons fine fields near Eugene City and in
other favorable localities,. Lane offers a field for varied
industries, such as wheat raising, general farming, hop
growing, wool growing, fruit culture, stock raising, dairy-
ing, lumbering, miscellaneons manufnoturing and other
pursuits. Many highly desirable immigeants are annu.
ally settling within its limits, either purchasing land in
the valloy or entering foothill claims under the home.
stead and pro-smption laws, An important section is
that lying west of the summit of the Coast Range, a do-
seription of which will be found under the hend of * The
Coast Region,"

The chief town and business contrs of the county is
Eugene City, the county seat, lying on the Willamette
River and O. & O. Railrond. This is the leading town in
the upper end of the valley, and has a population of some
1,600, Tt possesses the State University, and has a flour-
ing mill, fruit cannery, furniture factory, saddle tree
factory and several other industries. 1t is favorably
located for steady growth and prosperity. Junction City
containg two warehonses and a population of 400, It is
the selected point of junction between the two lines of
the O. & C. whon the west side line shall have been ex.
tended south from Corvallis, Cottage Grove is a town of
300 people on the O. & C. rond, near the south line of the
county, and contains two flonring mills and a planing
mill.  Latham is a small railroad town containing grist
and saw milla. Irving, Goshen and Creswell are also
stations on the rond, the last named containing a flouring
mill. Springfield, containing a flonr and saw mill, Ploas.
ant Hill, Willamotts Forks, Lowall, Long Tom and Sius.
Iaw are other small villages, The O. & C. runs through
the heart of the connty from north to south, furnishing
shipping facilities for the most thickly settled portion,

DENTON COUNTY.

Benton c:ubraces an area of 2000 square miles, ex.
tending from the Willamette River to the Pacifie, and
lying botween Polk and Tillamook counties on the north
and Lane on the south. The eastern end lies within the
limits of the Willamette Valley, and includes thousands
of acres of the most fartile arable land in Oregon, much
of which has been under caltivation for a thind of a cen.
tury, This is divided into three genernl classes —prairie,

bottom and foothills. The prairie land, extending for
wiles north and south of Gorvallis, the county seat, lies
within the great wheat belt of the valley. This is gen.
erally lovel or slightly rolling, becoming more broken as
it approaches the base of the mountaine. Under careful
oultivation this land produces from twenty-five to forty
bushels of winter whest to the acre, in oxcoptional onses
oven lurge fields excoeding that limit.  The farms are*
nearly all well improved, with eomfortable and pleasant
dwollings, commodions farm buildings and good fences.
Thore are, however, many tracts not yot broken by the
plow, over which a fow sheep and onttle graze. Land will
soon become too valuable to be used in that mauner.
Good farms ean bo purchased here at from $25 o 840
per ncre; thongh the ehoico onos, with exceptionally good
improvements, cannot be sooured st such prices,  Com.
paratively unimproved farms oan be bought sl much
lower rates. A farmer with a little capital cannot do bet-
for in Oregon than to purohase land of this charseler in
Benton County.  Muny such have locatod there the past
two yoars. A fow fruit troes nro to be found on nearly
overy farm, while a considorable number of extensive
orchards have been in bearing condition for years, Such
fruit na poars, applos, plums, chorries, grapes, ote., aro of
superior quality, and the trees aud vines yield abundantly,

Along the Willamotte there nro long stretohes of bot-
tom land, some of it overflowed in the spring time, whioh
in extromely valonble, This land was formerly coversd
with a dense growth of fir, maple, balm, nsh, serub onk,
hazel, oto,, nud was olenred with much diffioulty; but it i
now woll worth all the Iabor and expense of improving ik
Timber and brush still standing here and thoro give an
indieation of the former condition of all the bottom lnnda.
The higher portions of the botoms make splendid wheat
land, while the lower become natural mendows whers the
grass never fuiln,  Dairying is an important and profite
ablo industry along the river; also the raising of vegets-
blea.  This low land is especinlly adapted to the culture
of hops, There are & number of hop flelds in the county
and plenty of excellent land upon which to start now
onos,

The foothills lie betwoen the prairie land and the
mountaing, Here is considarable land open to settloment,
much of which is vory desirable. In its natural state it
is covered with onk troes and shrubw, beneath whioh there
is fine pasturage, whero shoep, eattle and hogs oan be
maintained st little exponse. This submits readily to
cultivation when properly situnted, giving the possessor
gonerally n combination of arable and pastare land
Much of this land in its animproved state can be pur.
chinsed at 8 nominal sum, while land with greater or loss
improvements is hold st from $5 to #25 per acre.  There
in also considerablo Government land, though not so
desirablo ns that whioh is held for sale. The western
end of the county, including the Alsea section, in tronted.
of in “Tha Const Region" description eliewhers,

The sent of justios is Corvallis, sitanted on the west
bank of the Willamette River, and spproschable by
tonmer from Portland. This i one of the oldest and




