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At the upper end of the valley lies Baker City, the county
seat, and largest commereial point in that portion of Ore-
gon lying enst of the Blne Monntains.  Sinea the town
gite was laid out in 1868 it has received eight additions.
Buker City has always been o thriving and enterprising
town. As the supply point for o large aren of agricul.
tural, mining and grozing country it has enjoyed great
prosperity, and now that it has received railroad advan-
toges, its business and importance are inereasing rapidly,
Rogions which formerly found an outlet to railroad lines
in other directions, now are rendered tributary to this
oity, which has become the most sceessible to them.
Baker City is substantially built, containing many
quite expensive business blocks and private residences,
Its location is good, and the view across the valley to the
fimbered sides and snowy summits of the Blue Moun-
taing is surpassingly beantifal, especially when the sun
has just sunk to rest behind them, and the roseate hues
of the sky and snowy peaks coutrast strongly with the
deep blue, indigo and purple of the lower hills, Tho
population at present is estimated to exceed 1,500, The
growth of the past fow years has been quite marked and
permanent.  Thera wve fifteen large two-story rick or
stone business blocks. The business interests mny be
sammarized ns follows: There are four large stores of
genaral merchandise and one clothing store, five provi-
gion and grocery stores, two bukeries, two drug stores,
three livery stables, five hotels, one book store, three
blneksmith shops, one wagon shop, two buteher shops,
two millinery stores, one hide and fur store, one National
bauk, one private bank, nine lawyers, five physicians, two
saddle and harness shops, three hardware stores, three
jowellers, three shoemakers, two planing mills, one saw
mill, one grist mill, four newspapers, bwo express offioes,
one tailor, threo breweries, one surveyor, fourteen anloons,
n large number of ourpenters and bincksmiths, three
puinters, two barbor shops, four hardware implement
stores, two large Chinese stores, two cigar stores, three
Inundries, two dentists, one brickmaker, one undertaker,
two furniture stores. There are soven seeret sovioties,
also six religions denominntions represented, four of
which have good church edifices. There is an excellent
publio school, employing three teachers: also n school
for boys apd one for girls, under the auspices of the
Roman Catholics. The boys' sehool ocenpies o largo
three-story brick building, and has four instructors. The
onterprisoe and intolligenee of the city is shown by the
numbor and eharacter of its newspapers. The dail y Sage
Brush is a sprightly little sheet, whilo the Bedvock Dem.
ooval, Reveille and Tribune aro well sonducted and influ.
ontial weeklies, giving much attention to home matters
mud working for the interests of the county. As the
centre ot population, trade and capital of the county,
Baker (.thy must thrive and inorease in prosperity and
population under the new order of things innugurated by
:e t;:m o!dthe railrond.  Hare must continue to
motropolis of Southeastern Orogon, growing with
&ohnbmutdﬂunrmndhglndhibuhrymhy.

Bolow the great valley, both along the main stream

and the North Powder, is much fine arable land not yet
fully occupied, where settlers can find some most desir-
nble locations. Burnt River, down which the railroad
runs, and at the mouth of which it erosses Snake River,
is the next important tributary of the latter stream above
the mouth of the Powder., This stream rises in the Blue
Mountains, in the same region which gives birth to the
Powder and John Day, and flows almost due east to
Snake River. Along its course, and on many of its
numerous tributaries, is a strip of fine bottom land, occa-
sionally widening out into little valleys. Many settle-
ments have been mnde by men who are progperously
engaged in farming and raising sheep and eattle, Near
the mouth of the stream is the new town of Huntington,
the point of junction between the Oregon Short Line and
the Oregon Railway & Navigation Company.

The Malheur is the next large strenm entering the
Snake south of, or above, Burnt River. Between the
mouths of these two streams the Oregon Short Line fol-
lows closely the sourse of Snake River, on the Idubo
gide. A few miles above the Malheur it crosses into
Oragon and enters the new town of Ontario, which has
been built as the railrond point for the valley. The town
is gituated on the bank of Snake River, and is destined to
become quite an important commercinl point. It is sur-
ronnded by a large body of good arable land, and is the
untural shipping point for the whole Malhenr Valley.
By means of a ferry ncross the Snake, Payette Valley, in
Idaho, will find this a desirable trading point. From
Ontario, following up the Malheur, the valley has an
average width of four miles until the canyon is reached,
thirty miles above,* Three ditches have been constructed,
which supply all the water needed for irrigating this
tract.  Until the railrond was built the valloy was com-
paratively unsettled, but about a year ago, when the route
of the Bhort Line became known, settlements in this
region were quickly made. Grain, vegetables and fruits
produce abundantly, and the elimate of the valley proper,
a5 distinguished from the surrounding uplands, is ex-
tremely mild. Near tho centre of the valley is the little
town of Vale, consisting of u store, saloon, feed stable,
blncksmith shop and post office, Below the town Willow
Creek, n stream of considarable gize, enters the river
From its source, fifty miles to the northwest, it flows
through n splendid region.. Willow Creek Vallay is one
of the oldest settlements in the county, and is an excellent
farming conntry. The farms lie along the stream, which
carries water sufficient for all the needs of the sottlors,
and the surrounding hills are covered with bunch grass,
upon which large quantities of stock are grazed. Good
roads ran through the valley, and several post offices
have been established for the convenience of the people.
Just above Vale, Bully Creok enters the Malheur. With
its tributaries, Cottonwood, Indian, Clover and Dry
mlgkn,_thismumdrnimmuuntim:;qnmmﬂu,
which is now ranged by stockmen, with the excaption of
that portion alorg the creek bottoms occupied by farmers.
This is a newly settled region, but oue which a little en-
Whmmminbumm spot. It is




