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twenty-five miles long and ten wide, and is oconpied ex-
clusively by a lnrge stock firm. The same firm dominates
Warm Spring Vallay, a trnct aioht by sightaen miles,
lying just below Silver Valley.

Going sonth from Silver Valley, the road follows up a
grade through timber. At the summit the timber breaks
awny, and  vast expanse of level land strotehes ont be-
fore the vision like an ocean. This is the great Harney
Valley, into which the rond passes by n gradual descent
of five miles. The valley hns un altitude of 8,500 feet.
Bome iden of its size may be obtained from the state.
ment that it containg Harney Lake, n body of water forty
miles long and from two to fourteen wide, and that this
lake is not visible when the valloy is first entered. Har-
ney Valley is composed of o snccession of large valloys,
through which the Inke runs, and a number of lateral and
tributary valleys, ench possessing a distinet appellation.
Liake Harney has no visible outlet, and varies from eight
to fifty feet in depth. The eastern end was formerly
known as * Malhour Lnke," being connected with Hurney
Liake proper simply by a stroteh of marsh, but now the
name “ Harney" is used to designate the whole body of
water. The main valley is twenty-four by thirty-five
miles in extent. Sage Hen Valley, nt the point where
the road first enters it, is eighteen miles long by four
wide. Warm Spring Valley is connectod with Harney on
the west. On the south is Happy Valley, s beautiful
tract twelve by thres miles in extent, in which grain
farming hns been successfully carried on fot years, and
in which thers is still some yacant Government land.
Also connected with Harney on the south are Dinmond
Vulley, twenty by five miles, and Dunder and Dlitzen
Vulley, forty-five by eight miles, all fonesd in by o large
stook firm, and held simply by right of occupation. All
the land in the upper portion of Harney Valley belongs
to the Government, except the school sections and a strip
six milos wide granted to the Cascade Mountaing Military
Rondi Much land has been taken up under the State
BSwamp Load Act, all land of that charneter having been
granted to the State by Congress.  That this net has been
much abused thers is no question, and there are probubly
thousands of nores tuken possession of ns *swamp and
overflowed land" which ean not properly be classed s
guch, This is ns troe in many other places in Southeast
ern Oregon as in this region. A number of settlors huve
rocently gone into Harney Valley, disregnrding the asser-
tion of cattle mon that it is unfit for agriculture, and it is
to be hopod that their succoss will induee homestenders
to soek lodations in all these valleys.

In the region to the south and southwest of Lake
Harney there nre numerons valleys, some of them of con-
siderable wize und others smaller and without names.
Appurently these sontain good arable soil, and afford fing
logations for settlars. At presont, like the region just
under consideration, they are utilized solely by stockmoen,
Oatlow Valley ia four by twelve miloa Warner Lake
Vulley lies in the extreme southwestern eorner of tho
county, and is fifty miles long by sight wide. Through
its contre, from north_to southJextends Warner Lake, «

body of water forty miles long, and varying in width
from one-half to four miles.

Along the enstern edge of the county are numerous
tributaries of the Middle Fork of the Malheur, along
which is much desirable bottom land, all ocoupied by
onttle men. Juniper Valley is four by six miles in extont
On White Horse Creek is White Horse Ranch, the head-
quarters of Todhunter & Devine, the largest cattlo own-
ors in the connty. It ia the home of My, Todhunter, and
shows what this country is capable of agriculturally.
The ranch is & model in overy respoot, producing grain,
vegetubles, froits and flowers in abundance. Fowls and
domestio animals of the best strains may here be found.
The ranch, which occupios the whole valley, is sigliteen
miles long by six wide, “P" Ranch, headquarters of
French & Gleny, is another illustration of the productive-
ness of this region. Crane Creak Valley, tributary to the
Malheur, in twonty milos long aud two wide, and i ocou-
pied by n stock firm,  The same is true of Otis Valley, o
tract four by fiftesn miles in extont, On the Middle
Fork of the Mallteur there is, within the limits of Grant
County, n tract of valloy land eightesn milos long and six
wide; also sevoral nrms strofohing out from the main
vulloy from threo to wix miles. Below this the river
passes into Baker County, and flows noross it to o june-
tion with the Snnke,

One eannot poruse the foregoing review of the locs-
tion, size and condition of the numerous valleys of the
pounty without being foreibly impressed with the fact
that the stockmen have appropristed the lion's share.
This they have been permitted to do beonuse the publio
has been led to boliove they were fit for nothing else
These men have steadily and pernistontly assortod that
the lnnds of these valleys eonld not be suocessfully oulti-
vatod, nnd this in the very fneo of the faot that whonsyer
thoy have found it necessary to cultivate them for their
own use—as in the onse of the *P" and White Horse
ranchos—thoy have mot with the highest success. They
havo thus far boen successful in kee ping sottlers out and
upproprinting the wholo country to their own use, sven
completely fencing in many of the valloys, and grazing
their vast bands of cattle froo of exponse on the publio
domnin, In this every taxpayer in the county has boeen
wronged.  Waore theso valloys setiled as they should be,
ond us they soon will be, the assessable valustion of
county property, now 5,800,000, would poon rench five
timew that nmount.  The cattle men are noarly all non-
rosidents; the eattlo are sold out of the county and the
money ussd elsewhero; all the benefit the county derives -
in the presenco of the fow men needod to care for the
sbook and the taxes upon the eattls, grently undorvalued
both in quantity and price, Todhunter & Devine have
40,000 vattle; Fronch & Glonn, 30,0005 Thomas Overfall,
$0,000; Riley & Herdin, 25,000; C. G. Alesander, 15,000;
Bwootzer Bros, 25,000; George W, Mapes, 10,000; Wm,
Hydespath, 6,000, Without counting the many smaller
bands, this gives n total of 18LO00, and yet the total
number assonsed for the year 18834 was but 74611,
valuod at $20 each, st u time when cuttle were selling on




