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TRANSPORTATION hne tmt lmpt phee wlth the rapid mt—
tlament of the region lying on both sides of Bnake Rivor
in Gurfield, Asotin and Whitman counties, Washington
Territory, and Nez Percé County, ldaho, 1t is estimatod
that at the close of navigation on the river the present
sonson there were 00,000 tons of wheat yet unshipped.
The snnuul increase of acreage and consequent output of
that region is enormous, and yet there is no incresse of
transportation facilities. If the much-needed railrond
from Riparia to Lewiston is not soon comstencted, it is
hard to tell how the Iarmers of that region will ever be
able to market their crops.

Tur people of Oregon, throngh their officials and
those mercantile organizations which are supposed to
represent them, have made a sad mistake in permitting
such o small and totally insufficient exhibit to be made
at New Orleans, one whioh fails to show many of onr
most important resources and industries; and they are
also making the greater mistake—one which is not yet
irreparable, but soon will ba—of not supplying the Ore.
gon Commissioners thers with an abundance of suitable,
oxhaustive and attractivo printed matter describing the
Btate and its resources and advantages.

Tur Oregon & California rond, having defsulted in
the interest on first morignge bonds, has bean placed in
the hands of receivers, at the instance of interestad bond-
holders. R. Kooehler, Vice-Prosident and Managor, and
A. G. Conningham have been designated receivers by
the court. This is the first step of a number necessary
to place title to the road in the bondholders, who have
for several yoars had actusl control. When all logal
complications are terminated, Oregon will receive far
groater benefit from this most neosssary road than has
yet been derived.

Tur operations of timber land speonlators have been
heretofore limited by the olanse of the Timbor Aot which
provides that only such Iand may be parohased which is
valuable only for its timber, and which, when olearsd,

2 shall not bo valuablo for agrioulture. The object of this

wia to save all valuable agricultural land for the oceupa-
tion of notunl homestend and pre-emption settlors. A
| bill has boen introduced by Benator Dolph in the United
States Senato modifying this section, so that even agri-
oulturally valunble timber land may be purchased nnder
the Timboer Act.  This, should it pass, will open the door
wide for the speoulators to nequire possession, by ensy
nnd familinr means, of tho best land in our forest regions.
The bill is supported by the specious argument that it

| costs moro to elear such land than it is worth, and that

actual settlers cannot afford to underinke it This, in a
mensre, is troe, but the remoedy lies nof in Ieilitabing

| the operations of speculators, but in modifying the home-

stend and pro-emption laws so that settlors will ba able
to olenr theso lands nt n much less expenso, oven, pos-
sibly, nt a profit. At presont the settlar is not parmitted
to eut any timbor, excopt such as is done for netunl and
bona fide improvoment in the pursuit of veoupation and
onltivation of the olaim, until aftar ho noquires complole
titla, Why not permit him to eut timber for markel, not
to excoed n cortain limit annually, and thus aid him to
improve his claim. Ins it not better to thus assist the
notual settler than to permit speculators to seize upon
those same lands and exclade the homestonder from them
ontirely? Every step which makes it more difioult for
the home-secker to noquire land is nstep in the interest
of monoyed speculntors, snd should receive the disap-
proval of the peoplo of the country. p’
e

Braririos of population based upon the umbu' of
votes cost st o genoral election Are but upprodmlﬂ,
correct nt the best.  No fixad ratio can be relied npon; so
variod nre the conditions existing in difforent losalitios
and in differont yoars, owing chiefly to the uncerfainty as
to what proportion the vote cast bears to the full vobing
strongth of the community. The ratio of five parsons to
one voter has gonerally been adopted in the West; but it
this is correet in the older and agrienltural sections, it is
obviously too high in the miniug regions and nowly set.
tlod arens.  In Washington Territory 15,766 votes wers
enst in 1890, the United Btates consus the same year
giving n population of 76,120. This is a shade under n
ratio of five to one.  Allowing that among the immigrants
who have flocked to the Territory during the past four
yours there is o greater proportion of single men than
there was among the residents in 1880, it will be suffi-
ciontly eonservative to catimate the present ratio at four
to ono, which is certainly lower than indi-

Appearancos
cate. The vote in November, exclusive of women, was



