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UMATILLA COUNTY.

HE County of Umatilla is one of the leading ngricul-

tural and pastoral counties of Oregon, and is both
populous and prosperous. It is bounded on the north
by the Columbia River and Walla Walla County, in
Washington Territory. The summit ridge of the Blue
Mountains separates it from Union County on the east,
and Grunt and Waseo counties border it on the south
and west.  The main water-courses flow from the springs
of the Blue Monntains in n general northwesterly direo
tion to the Columbin, and with their tributaries give an
inexhaustible supply of pure water, with power almost
unlimited. Walls Walla River and the Tumalum, with
Pine Creek, their principal tributary, ran through the
northern end and pass into Walla Walla County. Umn-
tilla River flows northwesterly from the mountains to
the Columbin, receiving on its way the waters of Wild
Horse, Cottonwood, MeKay, Butter and Bireh oreaks.
Willow Creek, which has several forks nud tributaries,
runs throngh the sonthwestern portion of the county, and
several tributaries of John Day River flow near the
border of Wasco County, into which they cross, Wells
of pure, living water can by found almost anywhere at a
depth of from fifteen to sixty feet. Many drive wells
have been successfully put down on numerous farms,
water being found ensily, even in the driest portions of
the county.

The county's greatest langth is 140 miles from north-
east to southwest—transversely it is eighty miles; and it
ineludes within its limits 5,040 square miles, or 3,225,000
neres. Much of this is grain land of the finest quality,
while the remninder is divided between timbered moun-
taing, in which are many fortils, grassy valloys, large
tracts valunble for grazing for horsos, enttle and sheep,
and considerable bordering the Columbin which is prae-
tically valueless without irrigation, owing to the lightness
of the rainfall. Lying along the buse of the Blue Moun-
taing nre thousands of neres of wheat Innds whioh have
no superior in the world, They possess to a high degres
all the requisites necossary to grain prodocing.  The soil
containg the highly desirable alkaline properties, is rick
and deop; the rainfall is always sufliciont and never ex-
cessive; froats do not come early enough to injure the
crop; and it is seldom that harvest is interfered with by
the clements. Taken on the avernge, by the summer
fallow system, winter whoat will yiold thirty bushels to
the acre. A yield in cortain fields of fifty bushels is not
uncommon— not small patches, but fields of from 100 to
500 neres—and the avernge land, under careful enltiva-
tion, will produce at lenst thirty bushels, It is being
done year after year, with no apparent deterioration of
the soil. It is of this class of lands that the Umatilla

Indian Reservation is largely composed. The line of
the resorve is ns clear cut and disoerniblo as the track of
a cyclone in o forest.  On one side of the narrow stream
which forms its boundary ure to be seen farms stretched
oat in endless succession, their tilled acres, long lines of
fonoes, neat residences and substantinl improvements
contrasting strongly with the receding vista of wild, bar.

ren bunch grass hills lying on the other side, upon which
n fow cattle and onynse ponies may be seen grazing. Ere
long, no doubt, this resorvation will be declared open to
settlement.  When this is done thousands of acroes will
be added to the productive aren of Umntilly, and hun-
dreds of happy homes will be founded where now the
intrnotable cayuse crops the nutritions bunch grass in
untrammeled froadom,

A detailed degeription of the connty, beginning at the
point where it is first entered from the woest, will, per-
haps, bo taking it in the order in which it is encountered
by the mnjority of strangers; though, of course, now that
the Oregon Short Line is comploeted, many more than
formerly are anteri.g the county from the opposite direc-
tion. In passing up the Columbin nbove The Dalles one
is sbruck with the utter barrenness of the country., Long
ridges of sand are about all that is observable from the
oar window, while the grating and grinding of the sand
by the revolving wheels of the car is far from ngrecuble
to ono of too senwitive a norvous composition. The im-
presgion produced is far from fuvornble, and the natural
impulse of the steanger is to class the whole region ns n
desort. Yo, baok from the river, and only s few miles
inland, are to be found mile upon mile of rolling bunch
grass hills, verdant mendows and bottom lands, mud thon-
sunds of those fertilo aores which havo placed Umatilln
nt the bead of the wheat producing counties of Oregon.
Umatilln is like the rough dismond, the gem is on the
juside; she prosents hor poorest and most uninviting
nspoct to him who only judges from oulside appearanoss.

Arriving ot Umiatilla Junotion, a relie of the effer.
vescont prospority of enrly mining times, still reposing
on the wind-swopt sands of the Columbia, the teain hoads
gouthonstward and parallel with, and n short distance
north of, the Umatills River, through the very heart of
the county. It is now that the agricultural resources of
Umatilln begin to unfold, Soveral tribubirios enter the
Umatills from the south, each flowing through a long,
wide valley, or bottom; but leaving these for subsequent
daesoription, we will confiue our sttention to the region
lying northenst of the river. Beginning o fow miles
from the Columbin, there lies for miles up and down the
stream n strip of country where the soil in of undoubted
fortility, and, excopt on the ridges, of sufficiont depth to
ronder oultivation ensy. Bunch gruss, sage brush and
flowers grow upon it in profusion, aud for yours stock
havoe roamed over the hills and fattened on the little
groon {ufts of grass, The rainfall is-very slight, and
until very recontly was considered entirely inndoquate to
the demands of whoat enltare. In 1880 n company wus
organizad and a tract of 5,000 nores of this land secured
Amid all the prophecies of utter failure the proprietors
of Prospect Furm wont to work systomntically, and aston-
inhod everybody by raising s crop of whoat averaging
twonty-five bushels to the acre, This sucoess was re.
peated the following yoar, and people began to change
thoir opinion of this dry land.  Sinee then many elaimns
have beon taken up by wettlers, and in o fow yoars thore
will no doubt be & continuous line of farms in & region




