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SNOW BLOCKADE ON THE COLUMBEIA,
TRAIN snow bound thres weeks in Oregon! It
will be difticult to make old Oregoninns believe such

o statement until it is added that the location of the
blockade is in the gorge of the Columbia. That strangers
may also understand, a brief deseription of the topog-
raphy of this region is necessary. Oregon and Washing-
ton are divided into enstern and westorn distriots by the
Caseade Mountaing, a high range running nearly due
north and south from Californin to British Columbin,
Through this the Colambin River has forcad its way in a
depp gorge some forty miles in length,  Along this gorge,
following the south bank of the stream, runs the track of
the Oregon Railway & Navigation Company. The sides
of the gorge are so steep, nud border so elosely upon the
river, that in numerons places the track is foreed out
into the stream and rons over the water on long trestles,
In other places a pussage has been blasted around the
face of precipices or tunneled through jutting points of
rock, When it rains in the Willamette Valley it snows
in the mountains, but, ns thess storms are generally the
product of a warm southern wind, there is comparativoly
little drifting of the snow. It is only at long intervals,
when a portion of an Fastern “blizzard " flics off on »
tangent and comes whirling westward ncross the Terri-
tories and down the Columbin, that a gennine gnow storm
prevails, Then the Middle Columbin freezes solid, the
snow drifts into the gorge and bunks np ngainst the
bluffs and in the outs to n great depth. A few hours nre
suflicient to block it complotely, and were such storms
prayalent—as, happily, they are not—the only protection
possible would be staunch and highly expensive snow
shods, such as the Central Pacific hins boon compolled to
construot on the snmmit of the Sierra Nevada.

Monday evening, December 15, a colil enstern wind
began blowing down the Columbin, and s it encountered
the warmer, moisture-Inden air from the ocean, s hoavy
precipitation of snow was the result, The wind blew
that night with n velocity of twonty-five miles an hour,
and the snow was swirlod about like s plaything, and
lodged against every bank or obstruction, packing down
solid. In some pluces it was solidified almost to the
consistency of ice. This was in the neighborhood of the
numerous waterfalls which plunge over the edge of the
gorge and fall from great heights—one of them, the
Multnomah, a distance of »00 feet The strong wind
picked up this falling water and whirled it about with
the snow, until it packed so deep and solid that, in some
plicss, giant powder has boen used to blast it out. There
is ono section of three miles, near Oneonta Gorge, where
this frozen snow and water accumulated on the track to a
depth of forty-five foot before the storm censed.

Shortly after midnight the train whioh left The Dallos
on the 17th, following n snow plow, was almost imrlfxl
beneath an avalanche of snow. Conductor Lyons, ronliz.
ing thut b was blockaded till the storm wus over, walked
through the blinding storm four wiles to & uia.tinn and
telegraphed for food.  For fifteen days the train, which
Jud been shoveled out and backed upon & trestls W pro-

serve it from the avalanches that wore constantly sliding
down the sides of the govge, lny there bafore the four
snow plows at work effected its reloase. Food ws brought
from both directions—Hood River and the Onsondes— by
men who struggled through the snow with infinite difi.
onlty and mueh suffering from exposure. Wood was
plentiful, though there was muen difffeulty in outting it
On the filth day, for fear food would run short, all the
nble-bodied men (some seventy) started through the
snow for this city, When they came to the ice gorge
they were compelled to chop s teail aronnd the bloff, and
neroas the long and slippery trestles, some of them more
than a hondred feot high, they orawled on hands and
kunees, in imminent danger of baing blown from their
procarious position by tho terrifie gale. Howsvar, thay
nll ronched the Caseades i safoty, and finally this city,
The compnny kept four snow plows and o thonsand men
with shovels constantly at work olearing the track, but
for many days they mude lithle progress becanse of the
violeneo of the storm, new snow constantly falling and
drifting. Fvon after the storm had consod it took more
than n woek to break through the nlmost solid barrier,
the iee gorge nbove Multnomah Falls being almost im-
penetrable. The varions phases of the blockada have
beon depioted by our nrtist, who could also relate many
personnl oxperionces with the wind and snow.

The storm lessenad in violenos as it procesded up tho
Willnmotte Yalley, and did not penstrate into Sonthoern
Oregon.  In the valley snow neeumulated to o dopth of
ten to fifleen inches, and the thermomoter never foll
below twelve degroes ubove zero,  In conbenst with this
is the reported temperature of Minnesots nnd other
States of the uppor Mississippi daring the same period,
renching, in some instanoes, forty dogress below saro, or
fifty-two degroos coldor than in the ecity of Portland.
Fiven as it wis, the storm was remarkably severs for
Oregon, ono nob experionosd before for yoam, snd suoh
ns wo will probably not see ngain for many winters, It
wis tho peouline conditions which blocked ap the Colum-
bin Gorge, and by shutting us out from all communion-
tion with the Enst paealyzed business for threo weoks,
which hinve enused us (he most inconvenience, It simply
whiows what o * tempest in s teapot ™ a snow storm in »
monntain pass onn oreate.
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Frox tho mass of statisties of 1884, given in the most
oxcollont Now Year's ecdition of the Oregontan, the fol
lowing leading totals for the eity of Portland nre ex.
tractod:
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The principal produce receipts were:




