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overlooked. It is advantageous in every respect, and
those may regard themselves us lucky men who obtain
land lu.:u-. {or YL el sovbion of land m nuy part ol
Umatilla County is not a thing to be sneezed at, and is
growing in value every day.

In regard to climate, T will say that the altitude varies
from 500 feet on the Columbin River to 1,200 feet at the
hend of the Cold Spring eanyon.  Down to Decamber 10
(the date of this writing), plows have been running all
over the conntry, and a large amount of new soil has
becn broken since the Presidentinl election. No snow
has fallen in the Blue Mountains to date, although it has
rained every week since October. Sunow generally falls
about the middle of December, and remuing on the

i gronnd until removad by the Chinook wind, which may
; put in an appearince in three days or three weeks, Late
in January we unsually have a week's hord frost, with
4 another Chinook, and then “spells of weather " until the
spring rains.  Stock have been wintered here for years
vl | without shelter, and with no other feed than the natursl
bunch grass, and in no instance has the loss ever excosded

4 five per cent,, even in the most severe winter.
| - People coming to this country to make homes are

heartily welcome, and will receive all enconragement from
i¢ their neighbors, A poor man with nothing but o Inrge
family is heavily handieapped, and will have u sorry time
of it making headway in a new country. All new coun-
tries are proverbinlly poor, nnd it is the poor men who
make them so, 1 would earnestly advise every new-
comer to have ab lenst 81,000 at his command before
_ starting for this country, for with that amount ho will
4 be practically master of the situation. It is essentinl to
| | successful farming to own a wagon and team, which cost
i money. Lumber for house and barn must also be pur.

. chnsed, ns well as feed for man and beast. I desired to
#  farm extensively the first year it would be advisable to
= lave 100 acres broken by contrnct at $2 per acre and
seeded on sod.  All these things o men with o little cash
ﬁ cnpital can do and speedily have returns from the invest-

ment; but the poor man has » constant stroggle for
o existence und is nlways behind, The objective point for
all intending immigrants to the Cold Bpring country is
Pendloton. It is, however, not advisable to spoud too
4 much time idling round the towns. Make directly for

" Helix, and inquire for the writer, or for W. W. Cavinoss,
A at the Cold Bpring ranch, and either of us will assist in
locating new-comers all wo ean.,

The chief products of Umatills County are wheat,
wool and live stock.  Of the first two there were shipped
in the year ending May 31, 1884, by rail, 44,723 tons
, (1474100 bushels) of whest and 2,700,000 pounds of
1ol wool. The Assessor's returns for last year, which, of

course, are not nbsolutely reliable, show the following

statistics of the condition of the connty: Acres of im-
o proved land, 490,000; horses and mules, 12,632; catile,
11,205; sheep, 240,951 (wrong, ns there nre betwean
400,000 and 500,000 sheep in the county); swine, 4,438,
gross value of property, #6,760,624; net value for nssoss.
ment purposes, $3,805,902; rate of tax, 8L96 ou $100;

number of inhabitants, 9,607; wealth per cnpita, $509,63;
number of school children, 4,586.

Uonl has been found 1n the mountaing sonth of Heop-
ner, and though it has not been mined to any extent, the
quality hns been tested with good results, and prospect-
ing enough hus been done to show that it exists in great
quantity, Some day, when a railrond has been extended
up Willow Creek, theso conl deposits will be extremely
valuablo, Several saw mills are located in the mountains,
supplying the adjncent territory with lumbor for the
improvements constantly being mado by the sottlers, In
summing up the eondition of the county, the Kasf Ore.
gonian recently said: “This is s large country; none too
large whilo it was sparsely settled, for it neods people as
well as territory to organize and maintain a county gov-
ernment.  Within the last two or three years, however,
the population hns 80 increased that both politieal con-
ventions held last spring decided that it wne oxpedient to
form a new county in the western portion. Whether this
will be done or not noxt yoar depends upon the view
takon of the subject by the Legislaturs, though all the
ropresentatives from this county will favor sueh a divi
sion. The second refloction is that the pursuits, and with
them the very character of the people, have to some
extent undergone a ochange in the past fow years. For-
merly about the only business which men came hore to
pursno was that of stock raising, for which nearly the
whole of this county was excollently adapted. It was u
hardy, healthful, yot not o veory hard-working sort of a
lifo, and if proporly pursued could hardly fail of success.
But the plow hns driven the flocks snd herds almost
entirely from some portions of the county, and greatly
restricted them in others; and thongh the stoek raising
interosts will always bo large, this is oven now, and will
ba still more so henceforth, an agricultural county.
Soores of townships (thousands of seetions), which four
yours ngo were uninhabited excopt by ronming herds of
stock, are now traversed by wire fonces and dotted with
settlors’ cabins.  Many, indeed most, of these people who
intend to pursus farming as & businoss are poor. They
aro obliged to go in debt; consequently, the plentifal and
“flush " times of years ngo are no longer with vs. We
must henoeforth be mostly a county of farmers, and ordi.
narily a farmer's lifo moans hard and incessant work and
small profits, even with striet economy and moderste
good luck. This is not peculinr to us—it is so the world
over; and hore, after & fow yours of experiment and
resultant wisdom-—after the transformation from a pas-
toral to an agricultaral life has become more complete
and better recognized— the opportunities for farmers will
be fully equal to those in almost any county in the
Union,”

The county seat und chief commuoreial contre of Umna-
tilla County is Pendloton, n town of 1800 inhabitants,
situnted on Umstilla River, on the western verge of the
reservation. It is now seventesn years sines the town
wiis luid out and became the seat of justice, and its career
hns beon one of stoady advancement It is admimbly
situatad for n commereial eentre, boing centrally looated



