gnow covered the hills, and the wenther wis so cold thast
ment froze upon baing taken from the fire. One familiar
with the fact that snow is a rarity there even in winter,
aud that at no time does it become eold enough to froeze
mont that has never been nesr a fire, hus Lis confidonen
in the veraeity of the chronicler terribly shnken,

While lyidg in the harbor Drake landed and took
possession of the country in the nnme of his soversign,
ohristening it “ Now Albion ™ in honor of hig native land.
Fletcher's narvative states that the natives nt first wis-
took them for gods and offered sacrifices to fhem, nnd
that they removed this improssion by themselves pub.
licly offering up their devotions to the Creator. Of the
incidents of their landing the nareative says: “Our
necessarie bosiness being ended, onr General, with his
compnnie, travailed up into the conntray to their villinges,
where we fonnd heardes of deere by 1L00O in o companie,
being most large nnd fut of bodie.  We found the whole
countrey to be a warren of strange kinde of connies;
their bodies in bigness as be the Barbarie connies, their
heads as the heads of ours, the feet of a Want [mole]
and the taile of a rat, being of great length; under hor
chinne on either gide n bagge, into which she gathered
her meate, when sho huth filled her bellie abroad.  The
people do eat their bodies, and make accompt for their
skinnes, for their King's coat was made out of them,
Our General called this conntray Nova Albion, aud that
for two causes: the one in respeet to the white bankes
and eliffes which lie toward the sea; and the othor be
cange it might have some affinitie with our countrey in
nime, whieh sometimes was o oalled.  There is no part
of earth here to be taken up, wherein there is not
reasonable quantitie of gold or silver.  Beforo sniling
away, our General st up & monument of our being there,
ns also of her majestie’s right and title to the same, vie:
o plate nailed upon w faire great poste, whereupon was
engraved hor majestie's name, the day and yeare of our
arrival thers, with the froe giving up of the provinee and
poople into her majestie's hands, together with her high-
ness' piobare and arms, in & pioce of five pence of current
English money under the plate, whereunder was also
written the name of our General.”

What the worthy Chaplain considored n * reasonable
quantitie” of the precious metals it is impossible to con-
jecture; but the probabilities are that he mnnufu.'.hm:cl
this statement from whole cloth. The earliost authentio
ncoounts of the Indians of Californin do not speak of
them ns possessing any gold or silver, lll.lll it wns many
years after the B‘muin,rdj took possession of tha Btate
batore gold was discovered and minad. At that time the
natives were completely ignorant of the eharacter and
value of the substance, and had no traditions on the sub-
joct; from which may reasonably be concluded that
Chaplain Fletchor deliborately lied when he mndo that
nssertion, the more so thiat even to the present time no
gold has been discovered in the locality of which he
spoke. Tt will be remembered that a fow yours M:':i
when America was first discovered, it was the ge
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The time was the month of June, and vet ho states that | hel;
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af thut it was speoklad with sold s silver and
glistoned with goms.  These extravngant idoas lisd be-
como wodifisd in Drake's time, though by o means
abandoned,  The Spaninrds had been soarching & fow
years bofore in this dircotion for wedlthy nitions whoso
existones was raported to them by the Tndisns of Mexieo,
but without suceoss, They still entortained the belisf
that poarls and the precions motals conld be found in
abundanes in this region; and Flotehor was slmply sup-
plying o “long-folt want" whan he wrote Shiat n “ reason.
able quantitio of gold or silver™ existod in overy handful
of dirt that might be taken up at random on the Califor-
nin const.  His other statemonts are probably eorret,
sinee ground sqnirrels exist in such abundance there, sl
nre #o destractive to eropw, that the State grants a bounty
for their exterminstion, and the early pionears spesk of
immense bands of antelops and elk that roamed the
valley and foothills,

Having nbandoned the hope of finding & passage into
the Atluntie, and fearing to atlompt to return by the
Straits of Magollan, Drake undertook the long voynge
aoross the Pacifie, nod renched England by woatheving
the Capo of Good Hope. His return with his vewsol
loaded with the plundered riches of the Spaniards wis
hailed with joy by hin countrymen. The interests of
Spain and England were hostile,  The Intter looked with
jentonsy and foar apon the power of the Castilinn tirann,
sustained by the enormous revenue derived from America
and the Tndies, and Queon Elizaboth knighted the daring
yobber for his services to his country in striking such o
govero blow at the resources of her rival,  Ten yoars
Intor, when the proud Philip sent that wonderful Spanish
Armads, which was fitted ont by rovenues derived from
thiis snme commercs, and was to erush England at a blow,
one of the gllant feets which met and defeatod it was
commanded by Sir Francis Drake.  Other English frea.
booters, encournged by the brillinnt suscess of Drake,
antered the Pacifio by the same route and preyed wpon
the Spanish shipping.  The most sucosnful of !.Iu-u Wi
Thomas Cavendish, who ravaged the const of Chile, Pera
and Mexico in 1657, sank or burned ninetoon vessols, and
eaptured the galleon Sanfa Amna off the const of Ualic
fornin. The next year ho returned to Enghand by the
Cape of Gool Hope, having acoomplishiod the thind eir-
mmmn\'iguﬂ- i of the “‘llllﬂ. Mll“'ﬂ“ll‘l h'iﬂg the first and
Drnke the second to make that then wonderful yoyage.
It i witicd thut whon the ship arrived in Finglad the vrow
ware drossod in silks, the salls were ‘:fnul:. E! dumnnk, and

t wna covered with oloth of g
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Faxe and fortune await the discoverer of an Ml
methiod of consuming coal that none of ite constitaent
and combustible particles ean escaps into the atmosphere
of large cition, with the twolold result of preventing
pecuninry lows and sanitary degradation of the air. 1t is
estimted by competent experts that London alone loses
every winter twenty-five million dollars through [mper.
foctly barned conl.
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