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the unprotected commeren of that oconn. They well knew
the value of the surgoss enrried in the nnarmed gallsons

from the Philippines, At Inst, unable to find the Steaits |

of Auinn, they invaded the Paoific by the dreaded Straits
of Magollan, and the security of Spanish shipping in the
Bouth Sen vanished forever,

The pioneer of this plandering band was Franeis
Drake, an English seaman of much renown, a dnring
spirit and expert mariner.  With three vessols he thus
prssed into the Pacific upon o mission of plander. One
of these was wrecked soon after passing throngh the
sbraits; nnother returned to England; while with his one
romaining ship Drake sailed up the const, soattering
tarror and devastation among the Spanish shipping and
levying contributions in the defenceloss ports. The East
Indinn galleon, with its precions eargo, fell into his
hands off the Californin const: and then, with his vessel
londed with plunder, he sailed northward to search for
the Stewits of Anian, intending to pass throngh them
into the Atlantie and thos reach England by 1 new route,
By doing this he would avoid n combat with a Spanish
fleot whioh bo had every reason to axpect would be ying
in wait for him at the Steaits of Magellun, He failad
utterly to find any such pussage, thoagh how thoronghly
he senrched the const in unknown; and even the extent
of his voynge to the north is & matter of much dispute.
Uy wome authorities it is given s Iatitade 48 degrees,
nnd by others 48 degrsos, To this Intter opinion all
English writars hold, whils American historians fuvor
the former, and the ronson for udopting their separate
opinions is not such an ono us should actunte the trup
historian. 1T Drake did not procesd beyond latitudo 43
dogrees, then he made no further progress north than
did the Spaniard Farrelo thirty-fivo yanrs before, and
wis nob entitled 1o the honor of diseovering any new
rogion on the Pacific Const. In that event England's
elaim to Orogon by right of discovery was without foun.
dation, sinee prior to any subsoquent English voyage
nlong the const several Spanish expeditions consted its
whole Tength as fur as Alaska.  If ho roached Intitude 48
degroes, on the contrary, then England's title by right of
discovery was undeninble, Sueh being the case, and the
Spanish title to Oregon having boen
United States by purchnse and treaty,
historinus of the two countries espousin
without much reference to the
roadily perceived.

Two neoounts of the voyage were published, thus fur.
nishing the foundation for the controversy, and noither
of these narratives bears vither internal or external ovi.
dence of complete rolinbility. There mny well be o dif.
ference of opinion; but the fact that this difference is
drawn on nstional lines is suggestive of bins and n lack
of those qualities which mark the true historinn,  One of
them was published by Richand Hakluyt, the celebrated
geographer of those times in s volume embodying the
vesults of all previous voyages of exploration, and is said
o be the production of Francis Prett
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written by Hakluyt himself from necounts of the vy
related to him some time before. and thne mbjid
grievous errors. The other account is ome whigh Whi
published by a nephew of Drnke seventy years aftar the
voyage was completed, and long after every soul who
participated in it had passed to his final aocount; thyg
there wag no living witness who could dispute the wildest
and most reckless statement the compiler might ba led fy
make in his eagerness to establish his relative's positioy
as discoverer of New Albion, the name Drake had be.
stowed upon California. The notes usad in preparing
this volume were cradited to the Rev. My Fletahar,
chaplain of the expedition, and it must be said that in
some respects he was the most magnificent liar that ever
undertook to deceive an audience absolutely ignorant of
the subject with which he dealt. The regions visited
were entirely unknown, and the world was prepared f
believe anything of this region, of which new wondérs
were constantly being revealed. Rev, Mr. Flatelior soens
to have realized this, and improved his opportunity; yel
the fact that his notes contain what are known to be
willful misstatemonts is not proof that in this one fn
stance he was not correct, or that his notes were ltersd
by the compiler to read 48 degrees instend of 43 degrees
His want of veracity is, of course, a presumption against
his statement in this particnlar; but it will require soms-
thing more authentic than the alleged narrative of
Francis Pretty to establish their inacouracy boyond dis-
pute. When the whole matter is reviewed impartinlly,
the mind nuturally leans toward the theory of 43 degrees,
without, however, feeling completely satisfied that it is
the true one.  In the nature of things this controversy
can never be settlad, and Drake and Ferrelo will ever
bear the divided honor of the discovery of Oragon.
Having been foreed back along the coast by adverse
winds, he entered a small bay near latitude 38 degrees,
where he cast anchor for thirty-six days. It was, until
recent times, supposed that this harbor was San Fran.
cisco Bay, the name helping to support the idea with the
unthinking. So far from giving it the name of this Eng-
lish scourge, the devont Spaniards, when it was disoov-
ered many years Iater, thus christened it in honor of
Francis, the tutelar saint of the Franciscans. Sir Francis
Drake was the roverse of a saint in Spanish eyes, and
even had they named it in his honor, they would have
been certain to associnte with it some title more in har-
mony with their estimation of his charncter. Drake was
in search of the fabulous Straits of Anian, and that ll
lny thirty-six days in San Francisco Bay without even
attempting to explore the connecting bays of San Pablo
and Suisun, and the great navigable rivers disoharging
into them, is so manifestly improbable as to be
credence. There is no positive testimony to support the
dea, aud the contrary is proven as nearly as purely nege-
tive testimony can prove auything. It is generally oot
ceded by historians that Drake's harbor of refage wa
the ane lying just north of the Golden Gate, and knows

ws “Drake's Bay." It is in speaking of this pince thal
Chaplain Fletoher displays his abilities as & ron




