VOYAGE OF SIR FRANOIS DRAKE
yITRING the fifty years immedintely following the
I discovery of Ameries, Spain gained  firm and last-
ing foothold in the New World. Ferdinand and lsn-
bolla, those Christian rulers who sat npon the wnited
throne of Castile and Aragon, and freed their kingdom
from the invading Moors and redeamed it from the fuith
of Islnm, nnd under whoso patronage Columbus sailed
upon that voyage which révealed to an nstonished world
a new continent and o vast, unknown ocean, were suo-
eaeded in power by the mighty Charles V. Undar the
reign of this enlightened monareh, the most powerful,
wise and enterprising ruler that ever sat upon the throne
of Spnin, that nation approached the zenith of its power,
wealth and importance in the political affairs of Europe,
This she reached and passed during the reign of his son
uud successor, the haughty Philip, whosa power and
magnificence was supported chiefly from the endless
stream of treasure which flowed into the kingdom from
conguerad provinees in the New World or from the com-
moree of the Enst.

While other nations confined themselves to ocensional
voynges of exploration and spasmodie efforts at planting
feeble colonies, Spain was pursuing a vigorous policy of
conquest and colonization. That was the haleyon sge of
romance and adventure, and Spain led the van. The
whole nation seemed imbued with a spirit of conquest.
Imagination and romance peopled this vast unknown
lond with nations of strange civilization and nmazing
wealth; made it the repository of gold, pearls and pro-
cious gems in such fabulous quantity that the greatest
riches of the known world seemed but the veriest dross
in comparigon; gave into its keeping the mythical foun-
tain of youth; endowed it with all the beanties and won.
ders of enrth, air and water the mind could conceive, and
even loeated within its confines the Terrestrinl Parndise
from whose gates the angel of the Almighty had driven
the great progonitors of mankind with n flaming sword
of fire, Beyond this was the great South Sea with ita
thousands of islands, & region romance had filled with
uations of Amnzons and enrichod with gold and pearls;
while still further were the Indies, with its known treas-
ures of silk and porcelain; the maguificent Cathay, that
lnnd of grent cities und hoarded wealth of which Mareo
Polo kind written, and the marvelous ixland of Cipsugo,
whose treasures were ready to fall into the lap of him
who was bold enongh to seek them. J

Stimulated by avarice, love of adventare und a relig-
ious zoal which often appronched fanaticism, many of the
nobles of Spain embarked npon expoditions of explorn-
tion und conquest, accompunied by bands of equally
avaricious, adventuresome nnd fanatical soldiers, whoss
rewnrd for their servicos consisted ehiefly of the Pl'"f‘j"'
obtained in their bloody campaigns. Such expeditions
were fostered aud enconrsged by the Spanish movarch,
who saw in them a means of ﬂl““““"gh hg power '“":
dominions and flling his treasury with the suppose
wealth of the New World. Whoever discovered and cons
quered a new country in the name of the king was corm-
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missioned governor, or vicery, of the subdued region,
and grantsd all viches ho might thos wequire, save only
that whioh wis to be the portion of the erown. By the
middle of the sixteenth contury Spain hnd vonquered and
colonized every portion of Ameriea inhabited by wenlthy
and semi-civilizad nations, nid was enjoying n mvonae of
almost fabulous amount from her provinees in the New
World.

By this time Portugal had established a Inego ad
immensely profitable commeree with the Tndies, by fol-
lowing the long ronte sroumd the Cape of Good Hope
Spain viewed this with jealons eys, notwithstanding the
enormons rovenue she was alrondy roceiving from lier
possessions in the New World, and put forth great excr.
tions to secnre n footing for hersell in the Tndies, Sev.
ernl unsuccessful oxpeditions woro dispatehed noross the
Pueifio from Moxico; but finally, in 15604, the Philippine
Islands wers subdaed and taken possession of in ths
nume of the Spanish monarch, Tu n fow yoars an anor.
mous revenne was dorivad from this pew dependency.
Her possessions in Ameriea formed not only an futer-
medinte station ns a base of operations, but farnislied
also the gold and silver with which to purchase the silks,
porcelain and wpices of the Orient. No other nation
possessod suoh facilition for commerce in the Paeifle, nnd
no flng but that of Spain futtered in the trade winds that
swoep steadily ncross that mighty oconn.  Nob a ship of
war oruised on ita brosd expanse to guard the commares
from hostilo flets. Annually the galleons sailed from
Moxico with gold and silver, snd roturned laden with the
procious produsts of the East, which were transported
across the Isthmns to ships waiting W convey them o
the wother country. The monarch of that powerful
npation was the personification of arrogance. Over all
lands oven teehnienlly discoversd by his subjocta e
eluimed dominion and the exclusive right of trade, even
it no sottlement of auy kind hnd boon attompled.  For-
signers of all nations wore probibited, ander pain of
doath, trom having any intercourse whatever with sneh
territories, or from navigating the adjnosnt witers.

Spain win froquently involved in hostilities with her
Furopean neighbors, the groat revenus derived from her
possessions in the Npw World and her commerce with
the Indios furnishing her the “sinows of war.” Much e
they desired it, hor enemion woro unablo to attack her in
thiis most vital part.  Cargo after cargo cromsed the Paci-
fie and not & hostile sail was to b seen apon the bosom
of the ocsun.  On the Atlantie side, however, things wore
o different nspoct, Armed floels wero nocessary o pro-
tect hior merchantmen from the men.of.war sent out to
cut thew off in times of national dispates, and from the
piratical crafts that infestod the West lntlhl"at ull
sonsons.  These * freehootem,” or “ huoennsers,” plisd
thoir pirstical calling even in times of pesce, with the
full knowledge and even enconragement of their sov-
sreigon,  They sought diligently for the Northwost P -
BIgo. If they could only find some routs into the Pueille
other than the dangerous one by way of the Straits of
Magellan, they could prey to their hoarts' contant upon




