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tion by rail with a vast stretch of mineral and grrazing‘

oy wlaiuil il.un in'n-.hvfnn! Dt im'guiy lIl'IJ!'illll.‘llL
upon San Franciseo and the Eust. New markets are
thus opened to us, and the importance of Portland ss a
railrond  eontre and distributing point becomes more
plainly evident. There was no sneh flourish of trompets
a8 accompanied the driving of the last spike on the
Northern Pacifie; but it is questionable if this quiet

avent does not mean vastly more to our future prosperity.
P e

Tnw effort of certnin wealthy cattleo men to secure a
leaso of nearly all the best portion of the Crow Reserva-
tion for 'n wlock range is calling out much opposition
from the people of Bastern Montana, Several publie
mectings have been held, and Delegate Maginnis is
alrendy in Washington in the interests ofghis constitnents
working aguiust the scheme. These lands should be
thrown open to the ocenpation of the people, and not e
pormitted to fall into the grasp of a few esttle kings.

Tue londing sheop men of Montana are Siems &
Armington, o wealthy St. Paul firm.  They recently pur-
chnsed three lnrge bands, aggrogating thirteen thonsand,
nnd expoet to add to these by other liberal purchases,
The firm's headquarters are at Fort Benton, and the
ranges along Belt Creek, Sheep interests wre rapidly
coming to the front in that prosperons Territory and
tnking ronk with mining and eattle.  Northern Montans

in the seat of this industry,

A oanervn estimate places the number of beef cattle
in Iduho ot 860,000,
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JUDGING OF DISTANOE.

T is very difionlt to judge of distances at sen. Refrac.
tion nlways changes the apparent place of an ohject,

o thnt we soom to seo the sun after it Las gone below
the horizon. A more striking but less froquent phenom.
onon of refraotion is that kuown as wirage. Refraction
nlso affects the ealor of an object, The media throngh
which light passes hins more or less offect upon the ray,
In n fog objeets are dimly soen, the effect rtmn:nhlix;g
it due to distance; henee ohjects look larger, for (he
eye judges of the size of an objeet by multiplying the
size of the imuge or impression received by the square of
the distance, while the Iatter is estimated from the indis-
tinclness of the object.  In the fog the apparont distanee
is inoroused, but the eye interprets it as due to the oppo-
site canse.  On looking wt the photograph of  tree, o
chureh, n monument or o pyramid, it is not possible to
form a correet idea of its size unless o man or animal is
soon in the same view with which to compare it. Iy
Nature, especially on land, the intervening objects that
lond up to it give the data on which to caleulnte the dis.
tanoe. ' Whare none intervens, us in looking from peak
to pouk; the oye must depend on distinetness, and where
the nir is very eloar and teansparent, as iy O
tances soom loss than they are If the ol
through transparent bat colored media, the
trus, bul the colors are chauged.

slorado, dis.
ool is seen
form remnings
At sen, on 4 clear dny,

—
distances may be caloulated approximately by the Propor
tion of un U‘lljl.‘t:‘.- which B preils aboye the horizon ling,
The horizon is about ten miles distant when geey frem
the deck of an ocean steamar, consequently anofhey
stenmer which is “hull down™ will be distant from the
observer some twenty miles, With care distances oan ba
thus quite neeurately ealoulated.
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OANDLE SUPHRSTITIONS.

q() far as number is concerned, the most BUmerns
M) class of superstitions is ecomposed of those whig
cluster round the familyJeandles. The origin of flies
probably dates far back in antiquity, when the world yu
full of superstitious fancies about light in genersl
candle light in particular. When we come down o the
early days of the Christian Church, however, we fiyl
that not a few of theordinances of religion were ocom.
panied by ceremonies borrowed from paganism, in which
lighted candles played an important purk.  Candles wers
lighted at birth to keep off evil spirits, at marriage o
prevent the evil eye from affecting the happy pair, and st
death to drive away the demons who were thonght to be
always on the lookout for the soul of the dying man.
Naturally then, as candles played so important a pirt in
the ceremonies of religion, men became aconstomed lo
regard them with something of a superstitious eye, and to
look to them for signs and wonders which were not f bo
elsewhere found. 8o a peeculinr appearance in the enn-
dle, for which no reason could be given, was always re-
garded as something indicative of some remarkabls thing
about to happen. A collection of tallow round the wiek
is still known s n winding sheet, and is believed to fors-
tell the death of one of the family, while a bright spark
is & sign of the future reception of n letter by the person
opposite whom the spark is situated, and the waving of
the flame without any apparent eause is sapposed o
demonstrate the presence of a spirit in the room. In
addition to these fanciful notions, thera are some others
which are founded on nataral facts too well known o
admit of dispute, such as the refusal of the candle o
light readily,'which indicates a state of atmosphere fivor-
able to n coming storm.
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ANOIENT WOOD HNGRAVING.

THE art of wood working is the oldest means whereby

wan gratified his vanity or his eye, and the oné
which, even nmong savages, still maintains its excellenss.
The New Zenlander's club and the ancient Aztoc's “
the Hydah Indian’s pipes and the paddles of the Paly:
nesian eanoe man, are marvels of carving, executed li‘
the rudest tools. In the Kaffir country of Central Alries
wre entire villages composed of wooden houses, elibo-
rately carved on post and pillar. Until the foar ofh
led 4o the use of iron and stone as building material, 8
towns were common in Europe. Beams, brackels, %
heads and gable ends were effectively hewn with g
tesque imnges of demons, heraldic devices, and these
fair, saintly faces which still look down on us Wi

glanee so benign.




