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Weleome morning at length dawned, to the illnlpm_lﬂl"‘,nly i, - : —

gible rolief of all. Breakfast was cooked nnd eaten with
henrty relish; and before the young sun had gilded the
lofty summits of the pine forest the teain was in readi-
ness to proceed.  Just as the teams were prepuring to
move, about twenty mounted Arrapaho warriors, dunbed
with hideous colors and diessed in pictaresque costumes,
armed with spears, bows and arrows, tomahawks and
knives, rode into the opening from the road along which
wo ware shortly to travel.  These Indiang were stalwart
follows, tall and straight as arvows, As they spurred
clear of the timber, and advanced toward the centre of
the glade, they presented  fine appearance.  Dut their
gadden and nnheralded ndvent conveyed an impression
fur from ngreeable. The women nttered low soreams and
exclomations of alarm; the children clung to mothoers
in terror, and even the fnces of the men showed n degroe
of very grave coneern,

Following closely on the heels of the warriors’ horses
eame o number of mounted Indian women and ehildran.
Most renssuring and walcome was the appearance of the
lntter, for it bespoke no present hostility on the part of
fhe savages. Had they intended an attack on onr party
they would have loft their squaws and “ pappooses” be-
hind, This was in secordance with all known experience
of Indians and their peeuliarities of conducting war,
The scowling savages, with bedizenad fuees, glowing in
brilliant vermilion and ghastly green and yellow, set off
with picturesque head-dresses and handsome buckskin
suits, decorated with bright-hued bends and eaglo feath-
ars, advanced and made salatations of peace and good
will The men in the party responded with an apparent
spirit of eordinlity. However, there was an ill-concealed
insolence in the manner of the Indinus, and s low, cun
ning leer in their glittering, snakish eyes ns they shot
rapid, penotrating glances here and there. In an instant,
with a sort of instinet, they took n mental inventory of
overything —the number of men eapable of bearing arma,
the women and children, and wagons and teams. Noth-
ing seemed to escape their notice. Notwithstanding
their profuse professions of nmity, our parly "’"t‘"'“jl
overy look and movement like hawks, They made it
convenient to keep their woapons in their hands in readi-
ness for use at a moment's warning. This want of con-
fidonce was not lost on the savages; for the mnligmt_nl.
devilish frown deepened, snd they began conversing
rapidly and in an undertone in their gibberish, .which
consisted principally of o series of gutterals and swinish
grunts. By this time the entire party had filed into the
opening. There were probably fifty l'“‘:‘k" squaws and
pappooses—besides a pack of ugly, yolping dogs. The
Indinns, sniffing the savory remnants of breakfyst, freely
cirenlated among the wagons, peeping under the eanvas
covers with & swaggering impudence, and engerly picked
up every sotap of food that had been tlm.m; aniile.
Everything was soon in readiness, and, st a sigoal from
the leader, the wagous were put in motion. For a minule
ar more the Indians stood ll'lﬂllu’d'”mm'w
ure of the train, and then wheoling their horses rode

to the enat and sonn wars Toat in tha
depths of the pine forest. .

Our train pushed on throngh the dense pine belt
unkil noon.  Straggling bands of Arrapahoos were met
all along the road; gaudily decked warriors, from whoss
apears and broad leathern wnmpums hang soalps still
rw and bloody, the conrss, blaok, sunky locks showing
thoy hud been rudely torn from the heads of Indian foes;
filthy-looking squaws, squalid ehildron snd mangy, soar-
ling dogs.  Both bucks and squaws wore mountd, while
the dogs nud pappooses were conveyed in the usial
Endinn * deags " two poles Inshed to sach side of & pony,
and o buffalo hide fstened loosely noross from one o
thes other of the fortaer,  This onds of the poles deagaed
on the ground.  On this. primitive sloigh and yehicle
combined childron, dogs, blunkets, robes aud provisions
were deposited mud conyoyed from phios o plece, The
suvages did not offor to molest onr party; but they
scowlod like painted dovils at ux, and often yielded the
rond with gront reluctanes,  Oar progross wis necessarily
slow nd heavy, the rain of the provious night haviag
fallon in sueh quantitios us to rendor the rond extromely
mddy.

About twelve o'olook the train emerged from the
gloomy pine forest, and came out on the summit of a
high, bold mountain,  Here wa linlted for dinnor, Thin
monntun conld not be less thn one thousand foet high,
amd commmanded n magnificent viow of the wide, level
plain, stretehing far away from the baso for miles, Fram
the elevation we coulid ensily see the North Platte some
ton miles o the west, aud trace its winding course by &
bolt of dark, greon timber fringing on either wide the
grassy bauks,  To the great conearn and alarm of all, a
Inrge Tndian lodge, or village, was seen just at the foot of
the mountain. The rond the teain must soon follow
passad through the centre of this village. Not less than
wighty large skin tents wero pitohed nlong the venlant
banks of & litths strenm that poured its icy waters ont of
the range of monntain spurs over which we had just
pussed, and meanderod aoross the prairie towsrd the
Plstte. Droves of piebald ponies thickly covored the
plain, and browsed upon the luxariant horbage thnt
spread like a greon earpot. Hundredis of wwarthy Areap-
ahoos were seor swarming sbout the tents, or lounging
Ingily on the grass around smoldering camp fires; for,
although it was midsummer, the air in those elevnted
mountain regions was raw and akilly.

The arrival of the teain did not long eseape the sharp
ciwion of these Amerioan Arabs Soon, by twos and
threos, and then by dozens, they eame wtenggling nlong
tho rough, steep side of the muufnwn. Wa lound them
just as inquisitive and far more insolent than thoss en.
countered during the day, Bome boggd for vietuals;
othery almost desandod thew. Food given them was
devoured ravenously. At loast five handred Indisns,
principally mon, had reached our halting place bofore
the train was in readines o commencs the desoent. Thae
romd wan narrow and torteous, leading down the preeipi-

tous side of the mountain, 1t waa both diffieult and




