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Rerenenee to the index given in the current number
of Tur Wesr Swore will show what o multitude of
topics have been deseribed and illustrated during the
year. Complete volomes for 1884 or 1883, bound with
paper cover, are now ready. [pon receipt of #2, either
will be sent to any address, postage free, or both for &,
One desiring information of this region will find the
money wall investod.
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Tie large saw mills on Poget Sonnd are again run-
ning on full time and being worked up to their full
capacity for ten hours daily. Hanson's Mill, st Tacoma,
is turning out 225,000 feet daily, the Berkeley Mill
212,000, and others in proportion. More vessels have
been chartered during the past two months than ever
before during the same period. Sixtoen vessols cloared
at Port Townsend for foreign ports in October, carrying
enrgoes of lumber aggregating $109,550 in value, Revival
of netivity in the lumber trade will make times easier on
the Sound, and must have a beneficial influence through-
out the whole Northwest.
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Tue Wesr Suone will enter its eleventh year with
the January namber. Its history has been one of llm!.dy
progross toward greater exesllonce, and at nu.]mrmd
have the improvements been so marked s during the
yeur just closed. The volame for 1885 will be far supo-
rior to its predecessors in every particulur.  As un illus-
trated journal, giving valuable information nlxmt.l‘hn
Cirent West, and original engravings of its seenery, cities
nnd industrios, Tig West Suore occupies the field un-
challonged; and as a clean, wholesome illusteated family
magnzine, it has no equal at the same low subscription
price. Special attention is called to the index for 1554
in this number,

Portland, Oregon, December, 1884, N(:l. 12,
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So often has it been wsed in that connection, snd so
exprossive is it, that the mind instinotively associntes
this trite aphorism with some homily on the subject of
economy; but, urgent as is the need of impressing apon
our people the advantages of fragality, tomporanes and
moderation in expenditores during these times of fnsn.
cinl dopression, it serves, in this instancs, to introdues n

i few thouglits on nn entirely differont topio —the subject
wi|of divores, Our laws arve too flexible, sl our conrts

construe them too liberally, It has of late beoome the
tondoncy to look npon marriage simply as a contenol, to
be antorad into lightly, and to be nullified for any of a
sooro of gonsral oauses, oneh of which has muny sub.
divigions; and it in to be rogrotted that sueh it is rapidly
becoming in the popular estimation.  Contracts are
ngreaments between partios for the performancs of some
spocific net, whioh mny st any time bo annulled by the
mutual consent of the contracting partios, exeept in eer.
tain instancos where the rights of others are affscled; not
s0 with marringe; nnd this constitubos iw ehiel distinetion
from n eivil coutenet.  The institution of merriage is the
foundution of socioty, Wers it but s contenol, to be
ontored into onrelessly by any one, no matter how unfit
to sustain the married relution, and dissolvablo ot plens.
ure by the contraeting parties or by the simple formal
application to the courts, it would eartainly bo nn ynstable
foundation upon which to build.  To hold otherwise
wonld be to subseribo st ones to the doetrine of * nataral
goloction " ns advoeatad by cortain fron love sommunitios
which hiave sutablished themselyes in some of our great
commonwealthi, Gool government lins its seat in the
virtuo of the people governsd,  There can be no mnml
government for an immoral people, no lionest sdminin.
trntion of lawas for a people who are dishonest, and who
choose from their own number thoss who shall make snd
exncute them, Therefors, for the protection of sociely,
for the proseryation of that socinl morality which forms
the sssenos of good government, it is nocossnry that the
institution of murrisge bo considered as higher than a
mere contrnet, and that it shall be regulated by law; that
unfit persons should bo denied its priviloges; snd that
snoe entersd into volustarily, it should be difienlt o
shnko off the responsibilitien and dutios thus assumad
Yot the same eonsideration for the general momlity of
the people which makes it necssary o alovate aml pro-
tect the marriasge relation, equally requires that the mar.
ringe be st axide when sither party is guilty of such
conduct 4 to rewder the eontinuanes of the relation an
unendurable burden upos the other, or a provocstion of
the very immorulity which it is primarily supposed 1o
prevent. That one of average moral nature s refine-

meut should b chained to another whase svery thought
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