ghort range and is powerless. It is uuhr when it !mrnlu!n[ the men who have

andd npu-mlu e vastabion among the Iu-spmwri-ll ill‘l.lllur\
men that it becomes ut all effective.  Such is the wenpon
this scandal sheet employs in its defonce. Tt was not o
brilliant intellectual flight when it sought to link arms
with other weekly papers and say, “ Let us resont it, wo
have been attacked,” for the respectable press of the city
promptly and unanimously repudiated the ignoble fol-
lowship.

This matter has bacome one of the moral issues of the
day. The leading journals of this region have taken
hold of it in enrnest, and it will not be allowed to drop
nutil a law is upon our statute books suppressing such
eriminal publications, and a public sentiment orouted
which shall demnnd its rigid enforcement. Our ex-
changes teem with vigorons editorials on the subject,
showing a determination to purge the press of sneh un-
worthy and degrading members, Says the Oregonian:
“An editor who offers his newspaper as n spittoon for
evary scandal-monger to expectorate his private and
public hates into, may be congratulated upon his success
in gotting it filled, if it is his ambition to be offensive,
bnt he should not be permitted to think that decent
poople look npon his management ns enterprise” The
Stonday Welcome gives the following suceinet statement
of the position of the press on this subject: *The next
Oregon Legislature will be forced by the combined
pressure of self-respecting newspapers and public opin-
ion to do something toward checking the unlicensed
indecency of n cortain class of literature that is sprewd
brondeast over our State, Defenders of ‘smut' who
point at clean papers that print erimingl news, and
imaging no law ean be framad to sufficiently distinguish
the buad from the good, should bear in mind that the
movers in this matter of purifying our litersture have no
ilen of mecomplishing any other end than the suppression
of papers that make a specinlty of vico and vulgarity."
[t is unnecessary to maultiply these quotations. They
are but samples of the unanimously expressed opinion of
the representutive journals of the Northwest; yet we
will add just one more. In elosing a long editorial the
Boise Stalesman, the leading paper of Idaho, says: “ They
thrive, too, at the expense of able, worthy, dignified
periodicals, and are responsible for much viee and conse-
quent misery. It is self-evident that, for the general
well-being of society and the highest beneficent attain.
ments of logitimate jourunlism, all such flashy, seandal-
ous publications ought to be suppressed by law.”

It is diffieult, if not impossible, for the huwaen mind
to conceive the actunl existence of virtues itsell doss not
possess, or to aseribe fo others loftier motives than those
by which itsell is sotanted, This is the reason why
honorable men are invariably misjudged by the vile and
despicable; why the bribegiver and corruptionist sneer-
ingly nsserts that every mau has his price. The man-
agens of the scandal shoet hnve boastingly nsserted that
they have money snd *influence” enough to effectanlly
smother all attempts at legislation upon this subject.
Wht o base wsult 0 the honesty, intogeily and purity
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boen solectod to compose our next
Liogislature!  What a mistake to thus attempt to measure
hy their vilo standird some of the most intolligent and
worthy moen the State of Oregon containg! It ownnot
but be resentod.  Wo have evory confidonce that when
those chosen reprosentatives of the people, with many of
whom we have u persousl sequaintance, and for whose
moral character we have the highest estoom, assamblo at
Sulem, and this matter is clearly laid before them, they
will vote for the protection of our ehildron and the pre.
sorvation of our homes with s feeling so intense and s
voioe ko unanimous that the publishers of sueh orime.
hroeding sheots will then realize, if they do vot now, that
they will not longer be pormitted to outrage decency and
insult virtue with impunity,

SOMETHING FOR NOTHING.

Turne is no business which doos so mueh to promote
trnde and ndvaneo the material intorests of the section in
which it is loented ns the newspaper, and yob there is
nothing which certain business mon consider so eheap
and such u subject for imposition, It is the provines
and ‘vonseientions wim of n paper to give all news whick
[ulls within it legitimate sphere; to chronicle all looal
evints and trent nll local interests and industrios as fully
nndl frequently us is demandod by the publio. It must
look at everything from the standpoint of its general
interest.  Whatever is proper noews, whatever is of inter.
enl geuornlly to its rendors or necessary fur their infor.
mndion, it is its daty (0 publigh in its columns.  There
wre muny wen who, having something in which they nre
personnlly interest sl - genorally in o finaneisl sonse- are
offended if they are not geanted an editorial mention or
froe local notice, irrespoective of ite itorest to the ronders
of the pnper.  They desire to secure an advertisement
for nothing, on the plea that it is *news," and consider
publishors niggardly and unenterprising for refusing to
gratify their longing to obtain something for nothing.
The advertising columns of every paper are open st a
reasonable rate to evory ndyertisoment which s proper
to nppear in a paper of gensral cirenlation; and, we are
sorry Lo say, meny are open to advertisoments which can
hardly be considerad proper, those which no sell-respoct-
ing journal should ever publish, When an advertiser is
assigned all the spaes he pays for in those columns the
publisher's obligntion to him is fully discharged, sud yot
he often demands that the business or industry in which
he ix engaged be made the subject of loeal or sditorial
wmment. The publisher has the right, and must be
permitted, to decide for himsolf what olass of news his
rendlors roquire, aud be s good ressons for feeling ex-
oomsively nunoyed when such unreasonable requests are
made.  Long experionce has proven that the liberal ‘wd
logitimate advertiser soldom trespasses upon his good
natare in this respect. That is left for the man who
wants to got & puff for nothing, snd whose name mrely
sppenrs in the regulsr advertiving eolumus. It is the
man who wants something for uothing who is the severest

critic of the newspaper,




