were feasted and sent back, returning the next day with

forty more. The men, fifteen in all, dared not risk »
fight then, but closely watched the Modoes to prevent
treachery on their part. The result of thus hob-nobbing
with their intended vietims was that in a few days their
provisions were entirely exhaunsted.

They then moved camp to the mouth of Lost River,
to be nenrer the expected supplies, and failed to invite
their guests to accompany them. Here they were abdo-
lutely without food for six days, save old duck bones and
seraps dug from the sand, thrown away when they were
in camp here before. Had the Modoos known of their
distressed condition and loss of ammunition they wonld
probably not have left them in andisturbed possession of
their eamp.

The cause of delay was that the messengers arrived in
Yreka on election day, and, being good Democrats, aided
to elect Franklin Pierce President of the United States,
This made it necessary for them to get gloriously drunk,
and to so remain for several days; then the supplies
contributed by the people were gathered up slowly, and
when they again started for the field they were n woek
behind time.

The famishing men could have killed a horse for food,
but they feared to deprive themselves of their animals
At length, on the sixth day, it was decided that one of
their number, who was still strong enough to aceomplish
the feat, should elimb a neighboring hill that overlooked
the trail and see if he could espy the expected train. 1f
#0, he was to fire his pistol; if not, they were to kill one
of their animals for food and return to Yreka. Slowly
the man dragged his toilsome way up the hill, with four-
teen pairs of hungry eyes following his every step. At
lnst he stood upon the summit and scanned the distant
horizon. Five—ton—minutes, that seemed like hours,
pussed, and still he stood like a stone monument on the
brow of the hill. At length he slowly raised his wrm,
and a puff of white smoke ghot upward from his hand.

Then ensued a scene of frantic joy. Men hurrahed
and hugged each other, and started with feeblo footsteps
to meet the coming train. When they reached it they
made & fierce onslanght upon the provisions. Again and
again they filled their stomnchs with food they were too
weak to retain. In a few days they were recruited; and
now fully supplied with provisions and ammunition, were
ngain ready for their work of vengeanco,

Invitation was sent to the Modocs to visit the new
camp, and some half hundred braves, with their familios,
came and camped on the bank of the river, living on the
provisions of the whites. Wright sought by specious
promises to induce them to deliver up the property taken
from the emigrants, and this they agreed to do. They
brought in s few old guns and pistols, and then said they
would give no more; 4hat they were stranger than t_l“"
whites, and would as goon fight as not.  Old Sehonehin,
the liond chiof, loft the eamp with a number of others
when e saw that trouble was brewing. _

To properly understand the seene, & correct idea must
first be had of the location of the camp. The river at

and hnd two hanks—onn dow haneh down by the watar's
edge, nnd the other rising like n torrace back of itk On
the low bench the men did their cooking, while they
slopt on the high bank above. The Indinn camp wos
but n few yards down the stream on the low ground.

It was the oustom of both purties to loave their wea.
pons in camp and mingle unarmed where the cooking
was dono.  One night Old Mary informed Wright that
the Maodoes had planned o massacre of the whites for the
following morning. When the moen were gathorsd on
tho lower ground eating their breakfnst, the savages were
to slip in between them and their cnmp, where their guns
ware, and kill every one of them,

This was not pleasant nows for Wright. It had boen
his intention from tho first to conx nll the valuables
possible from them, then pick o quarrel and kill all he
conld of them, It seemed now that they were likely to
get ahoad of him, and the biter would bo bitten. It was
evident to him that he must either dopart hastily in the
night, or else forestall their treachery by equal tronchery
on his part.  Ho decided to do the Intter, and quickly
formed a plan to slay the whole band.

Nix men wore sent ncross the river at the Natural
Bridge and posted on the bank just opposite the Indian
oamp, where they Iny on their arms all night.  The other
men ware stationed on the high bank in the rear of the
Modoe enmp and within twenty puaces of it It was
arranged that Wright would go into the Indian eamp at
daylight, and when all was rendy, shoot one of the braves
and Ml to the ground out of harm's way, This was to
be the signal for them to pour u deadly rain of bullots
nmong the doomed savages.

Toking some beef* in his hand, Wright advanced into
the Indinn camp, threw down his Joad snd sat down

Pl story has hoon olrenlatod wnd 1 Ulnt mi bhempl was
first made to pobson the Tudians by inviting them o banguet ipon o beef thal
hisdd o propared with steyelinine, 1 investigatsd this mstter enrsfully and
wm vabintiod tha story (s not founded wpon et The oaly svidense to spport
it v of the poarest kind of hoarsay, whils all the Aireet towtimony that onn e
b, that of surviving memberg®ol the company, controverts it Kven okl

eitirons of Yrokn, with squal opportanities to Judas of e faeta, diffar (0 Deir
opilons on U subjeet. 5. Aghialliek wad 4, €%, Burpes, two membams of the

mnterial, The Rendish barturitlo they hsd eommitind wpon halploss sulirmgts
hasil w0 filded the peole of Yreka with utter horror nnd indignation tas Uy
wanted (e porpetrators sxtorminatnd, 1t was with thin feeling that they sup-

{ il mmmnnities. The plysiolss, whe

with them, The propesition wes rejeotsl with seorn by the

the company, and with contempt by the sthers, The lettar

ans for excitement ard plawsuns; thay wadted 1o shost tham,

think of killing them with prkson wa U snttinelnatie Lunter would
plaving it arsenbe for tha sobila hook hie houmls had aeoissd on the
talne, Newsrtholoss, it was whisparsl sbowt in Yreka that
ving to polson the Modooe; and when he

Nl bomems ilbond 1 humtthe, (4 wrma Ahieti

and falled. No amount of denldl was

sprvad whwosd, snd wven eaetied 1o the

naorw femly belinve thid Wright bad attem
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