the mighty Tu-tock-ah-nu-ln earved his lineaments upon
the rocky front of El Capitan, that the Yo-Semites might
ever remember lim, and wandered away in seareh of the
lost maid.

At the head of the South Fork of the Merced, in an
arm of the valley extending to the southeastward, are to
be seen the magnificent Nevada Falls, eallad * Yo-wi-ye "
(“Meandering ™) by the natives. Ascent from the valley
to the base of the falls is accomplished by means of a
series of ladder stairways built up the fnoe of the rocks,
whieh had formerly been unsealesble except by the use
of ropes. The river pours over the brink 700 feet above,
and falls in an unbroken sheet for 500 feet, then, striking
upon the smooth side of the rocky wall, breaks into a
thin sheet of silvery white fully 130 feet in width, the
flying spray filling the air with sparkling sun-wrought
dinmonds, From here the river rushes tumultuously
down through a rocky gorge until it again makes a
plunge of 850 feet, reaching then the level surface of the
valley. This is the Vernal Fall, whose sparkling drops
of spray dancing in the sunbeams, which dyes them with
beautifnl tints, has won from the Indians the name of
“ Pi-wy-ack,” signifying “A shower of sparkling crystals.”
A bold mass of perpendicular rock rising above the
Novada Fall on the north is ealled * Cap of Liberty,"
from its resemblance to the head.dress of the Goddess of
Freadom. From its lofty top, which ean be gained only
after much patient climbing, is offered a splendid view of
the valley and the mountain peaks which hem it in.
Prom the southeastern corner of the summit, by lying
prostrate upon the rock and protrading the head beyond
the brink, one can gaze down the vertieal precipice upon
the top of Nevada Fall, fully 1,600 foot beneath, and see
the water madly planging over, to be shattered upon the
rocks below. This mountain is ealled * Mah-tah" by the
natives, meaning “ Martyr, or Suicide, Mountain,” prob.
ably from some tragedy enncted there in the duys of their
ancient progenitors.

There are many other soenes of beauty and objects of
wonder in Yosemite, enough to require a week of diligent
exertion to see them properly, while even months could
be spent there with pleasure to the mind and profit to
body. There are other waterfalls to visit and many a
dome and spire to ascend before the valley has been seen
in all its varied aspects; and when the visitor has accom-
plished all the feats of climbing required, and seon
overything that challenges his adwmiration, be can depart
with the quiet satisfaction of having beheld more grand
and beautiful sights than ean be found nesocinted to-
gether in any other spot in the universe. There are
three regular routes into the valley by Stockton, Milton,
Calaveras Grove and Murphy's; by Merced, Mariposn
and Clark's, and by Madera and Clark's, the distanes
from San Francisco being 500, 243 and 275 miles
respectively. The trip from San Francisco, the nsunl
starting point to the Yosemite, is now n delightful one,
which ean be made with comparative ease and eomfort,
the former difficulties of rough trails, unrelinble trans-
portation and uncertain accommodations having been
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removed by the commissioners, The exsot time con-
sumed, best routes of travel and the probable expense
can be nseertained ot the ofice of sy botel itk iy,

The following is o complote table of the altitudes and
nomenclature of the Yosemite:
WATERFALLS,

Feet

Imelioom XNowe, Nigmipention, American Name,  abine

Falley,

Pohono A Rpirit of ths Bxil Wind,, Hiridal Veil Pall L
Linnageavr-tom-Kowsgn, - Lang nnid Blendnr ibbon Fall, oe Yirgin

Tonm,, . LY Ll

Y oMampisialn Large Girizaly Bear, . Yowamite Full, 3,000

Mowy-nok,, Uintarnet of [Hanonds Yortal Fall o

Yoewiayn,, Mesboring . Novada Full, . il
Tasdonolw itk Bouth O yom Fall

Iabve hiee) o

tHaoyn.. A Meliolnal Sl Houtinel (oatwmmot) . 5480

i-coy-w Shinda to)lahy CradlsBuskot Royal Areh Fall LT

MOUNTAINE,

Pinai-nok.. Gioulilows of the Yalley . Matth Dorne LR

i i : Cloud's Hest (YLD

"Nty o0 Whuwdo 1o Dby CradleBanket North Dome o BT

Humto .. Watehing Eyw Wishington Tower., 400
Mah-tah Martyr, or Buivide, Mountain.Oap of Liberly (Whave

foot Newndn Fall), . 800

Hog-withi-lnim Mot Biner Kinw .. Som

Fr-nn-ting Law=uo-too, ear Bkin Ulseler Poiny R0
Loyn. A Medielonl Rheub, Ropntinel,.. ..., . LT
Pocsamnnl Chook-kn, Lanme Acorn Btorehinse Cathusdbrnl Byl pes. Ln
Kuvestninlunig, o Thirwe Glrmeos,, LR

Cthecral Hook, 4850
Insgsirmtion Porpt, (R 10
Mot Noathtude, Lun
Ti-tonk-ali-niluh, Rond=Doaty wud Livent 'Chiof :

of Valloy The Captal nan
Portn-pot-pnssts Montadin playing LanpFrog Three Beothem,, . 4un
nimenmens. . Lot Arriw, Point K, of Yosemite, #,0in

o First fall, Lo feets weeand fall (or ontarmet), 44 foety thilnl fall, G fesd,
§ s only dn the surly spring

The Sequoia (Figanlea, commonly known as the “ Big
Troes,” are ono of the grentest instances of mammoth
growth to he found in the world,  With six feat ns the
necepted standard for the height of n Inrge man, one
aight feet tall is oxhibited s o giant.  How wonderful,
then, must o tree seom which s 850 feet high snd over
100 foet in cireamferonce at the buse, boing threo times
the altitude and ten times the thiokness of ordingry treos
of n large growth? Tt is no wonder that it ook several
years, many certificates, and an notunl exhibition of see-
tions of bark in the Eastern oition, to establish the
oxistenoo of such sylvan giants, There are » lozen
groves of these ginnt treos in Californin, the most noted
being those of Calaverns and Muriposs. Though the
groves on San Jonquin and on King's nnd Knweah River
contain a greater number of trees, there are no individual
spocimens larger than nre found in the former, and they
are seldom visited by wurists,

The first recorded discovery of the sequain ginnts was
mude in the spring of 1852, by & hunter named A, T
Dowd, who wis employed to supply wild meat for work-
men engnged in constraeting the onnal of the Union
Water Company, of Murphy's Camp, Calavorns County.
Ho suddenly came upon the grove while pursuing
wounded boar, and instantly lost all thoughts of hin chase
in amazemeont st this wonderful forest growih. His story
of what he hul seen only evoked whouts of ineredulity
and derision from his companions, which were turned
into exclamations of astonishment when he conducted
them to the grove to behold the wonder for themselves.




