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Tue recent decision of the Oregon & California to
grant to small shipments of fruit the same low special
rates formerly only given to car-londs, shows that the
company is willing to take advice when its force is
realized.

-

Harvesr is now well under way, and the indications
are that the anticipations of an immense crop will be
fully realized. The quality of wheat is very superior,
the many ills that grain is heir to having considerately
spared the farmers of this region their unwelcome pros-
ence, . The increased acreage in the Willamette Valloy is
nbout 10 per cent., while east of the mountains it is fully
25 per cent. The surplus for shipmeunt will be the
Iargest in the history of the Northwest.

-

Tue section of the State constitution soon to be voted
on in Montana, by which mining property is exempted
from taxation, appears to be class legislation in its most
dangerous form. To place such a provision in the funda-
mental law, where it is almost impossible to alter it when
its injustice is fully realized, is the height of folly. It is
hard to understand why a State should deliberately
decide that half its property, and its greatest and most
prosperous industry, should be exempt from taxation,
and all the burdens of government be imposed upon but
a portion of the property and the weaker and more
embryo industries. The mining interests may be power-
ful enough to thus throw the burden of taxes from off
their shoulders, but the injustice of so doing is so glar-
ing, und the results will be so harmful, that even they
will admit the error in a few years.
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OOLLAPSE OF THE OMUR D'ALENE MINES.

The mining excitement has reached such a low ebb in
the much vaunted Cosur d'Alene gold fislds that the
Fagle, the only survivor of the three papers started there

w| & few months ago with such a flourish of trumpets, has

concluded that it is folly to attempt any longer the old
trick of making a tallow candle do duty for a parlorstove,
There never was a time in the history of the camp when
enough gold was taken from the ground to pay for the
food consumed by the deluded people in the mines
Under the heading * Some Sound Senso " n very encour-
aging title, and one which must realize its lonesome posi-
tion in a paper which has made the booming of the mines
its sole object in life —the Kagle says:

Never in the bistory of mining exeitemsnts in Idaho Teeritory has thors o
w0 Mt o collapas ns now provails in Coue 3'Alene gt this weiting,  Anil 1o what
mud we ntteibute the presont state of slaim ! Ls the country » tallnes ! Thees
o many mon hore who will wll you declsively that towsnls fall & great many
moro niines will bo opened and prodaetng, and that & large atnount of prospest.
ing work will be going on on the ereok olaimas and on the quarts lodes, which
will put businew on a good fosting onew more, Therw is more or bess of trath
in nll those statemeats, That gold exists in peying quantitios in our plaoer
fiolda, and it there s gold, silver and lond in the quarts lesds, there s no
doubt, 1t b boon proved that thore nre at loant n soore of quarts mives noar
town thnt would pay enormously (F properly worked, The perked of ox e,
tlon s gone by, TF the tepth Wil boan told from the start thars woald hnve
bowts & lnrgor inflix of eapital skl g in 1, nndd more proarohasess of elalm
wottld hivye beot affootnd, The teuth nlwnye pays oot The laek of confidens |

mining I cousidl minlnly by the falshonds of ool and knavos who Uink
:l':mr nun-:- millions in & ten-foot hoke, atd inmedistaly prosesd o develop by
digaing saothor timTost hole,  What Covar d' Alsne nesds bs more work aad le »
talk, Thoro is oo noowslly for talsohood sod exaggerstion, snd & will pa!
deceive the kind of men wo need (o this country, There am many good pr
pocts for sale i Come d'Aline st prioss ressonabie suongh for any man who
eshers 1 develop, W sny goid prospects, becauss we know whersol we speak .
undl wo nidvise thoss who desite investiments to examine, Whan tiess prospeels
pws Ltid the hndls of men with money snid energy we shull have many goo |
mines, providing Diese men have some knowledge of the business of mining,
and do not expeot to ot # fortune for nothing,

This confession of previous exaggeration and present
renlization of the error of such a courss in extremely
refreshing. Apparently total depravity does not exis,
even in the Canr d'Alene, however firmly hundreds of
deluded and flusneially stranded “pilgrims” may be
convinead to the contrary, The closing statement that
the only permanontly valuable features of the camp are
s miscellaneous colleetion of prospect holes, which are
for sale to any one who has money to invest, and that the
only hope of prosperity in in a large influx of practical
quartz miners, supplied with ample eapital for developing
the ledges, settles definitely the status of the eamp.
There are thronghout the West at loast a hundred good
mining districts which are in that condition, and some
have been so for the past twenty years. For every man
who has capital to invest in developing a quartz mine on
an extended seale there is waiting, somewhere, a thou.
wand * prospects,” handreds of them s good as the best
which Covur d'Alene ean offer.  The supply of prospect
holes now on hand will meet all the demands of capital
for many years to come, mﬁisndmintbowk‘;
In view of the stupendous upon
public by the over.sealous boomers of this alleged bo-
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