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Walls Walla Railrond Company. Sinco that time the
business as handled by the new management has wit-
powsed an inerense almost bieyoni helief. It is not foo
mucl to say that the Oregon Lnprovement (fompany has
hoott more instrumental than any other agency in bring-
ing ahout the marvelons growth and prosperity of Seattle,
This statement will not be surprising to those of our
o remember what our water front was three or
four years ngo, wnd compare its then condition with the
present splondid array of docks, warehouses and coal
bunkers, remembering that all these stroctures were
orectd by the Oregon Tmprovement Compuny, or by the
Columbin & Puget Sound Railroad, which it owns and
controls”  The gross earnings of this company for the
year ending November 50, 1883, were #4,080,356, and the
net carnings $1,346862. The company has other prop-
orty in Oregon and Washington, but its Soattle holdings
_aro by far the most productive and valuable,

Oneof the most important factors in the fature devel-
opment of Seattle is its railrond interests. The narrow
gnige rond of the Columbia & Puget Sound Railroad
Company, which was projected to run from Seattle to the
Columbin River and Portland, was constructed to the
coul flelds at Renton and Newcastle some ten yoars ago.
This is now contralled by the Oregon Improvement Com-
pany, of which Mr. Elijah Smith was recently chosen
prosident.  Last yoar construction was begun upon a
radlrond rauning south from the eity to n connection with
the Pacific Division of the Northern Pacifie, and this
Il'm.v is now nlmost ready o be put in operation, and will,
it is numounced, be operated by the Oregon Improvement
('._uu}um_\: This will render Seattle the practieal ter.
llmmu_ml llmt‘mtmt transcontinental rond and all connect-
n':u lines, being the farthest point reached by rail on
I ugv‘l Sound, and the nearest and most accessible harbor
o “1“; ""“““"'“"f “""“urmd inland sen reachod by rail-
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ter and see that the road is built. They stand ready to
do this whenever the way is opened for them ta do o,
Another railroad project is the Puget Bound Shore Rail-
road, to ran from Seattle down the eastern shore of the
Sound to Bellingham Bay. There it will meet the line
of the Bellingham Bay & British Columbia road, upon
which construction bas already been commenced, by
which it will be placed in connection with the Canadian
Pacific. The commanding position Seattle will occupy
both as the leading railroad and seaport town will more
fully establish her position as the Queen City of the
Sound.

In respect to the value of property and the financial
condition of the city, much that is interesting may be said.
Real estate has steadily advanced in value, and the trans.
fors have been large, though it can by no means be gaid
that the sale of real estate is the leading industry of the -
people. They do not invite strangers to locate there
simply for the purpose of selling them town lots. There
i, however, an active market for real estate. Town
property is purchased for business and residence pur
poses by new-comers, while large purchases are made for
investment. The rapid and substantial growth of the
city has rendered all such investments highly profitable,
and there is no reason to suppose that they will not be
aqually so in the fatare. The city 18 spreading out with
wonderful rapidity, adding greatly to the value of out-
lying property, much of which was laid off in additions
last year, sold and built upon. ‘There were recorded
during 1883 2,570 separate transfers’of property and
fifty-nine additions to the city. The estimated considera-

tion was 4,000,000, the largest transaction during the
year amounting to $85,000. The increase in the value of

property is best indicated by the city assessment roll
In 1881 the total value of eity property as returned by
the assessor was $1,600,000. In 1882 this advanced to
£3.958,720, in 1883 to £5,685,575, and in 1884 to $8,032,045.
This ouly includes property lying within the corporate
limits, though a large proportion of the actually ocoupied
area of the city lies beyond them. The rate of tax in
1883 was but seven mills, the city revenue from all
sources amounting to $39,788.41,

Oue element which adds to the value of property i
the improvement of the streets. During lnst year
$250,000 were expended upon improvements of this char=
acter. Ten miles of streets were graded and twenty miles
of sidewalk laid. These improvements are being Cons™
tinued. Upon a complete system of water works *mm ]
were expended, and twice that sum will be paid out in the
same lirection the present year. The system of gas and
electric lights will also be extended, and preparations % -
being made for introducing much-needed linés of street
railway,

One of the most important questions asked by stra
gers is in regard to the condition of society and the 68
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cational advantages offered by the city. Seattle hias bean




