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subsidy has been pussed by the Legislature of British
Columbia and awaits approval by the Dominion Govern-
ment, and the project may be looked upon as certain of
being carried out. The special advantage of this scheme
to Spokane Falls lies in the proposed construction of a
railrond from the city to Kettle Falls, on the Colambin,
the point where the steamers of the company will be
arrested in their prof;ress down the river by natural
ohstructions in the channel. This will be the end of
river navigation, and the easiest and most natural route
for a railrond to connect with the Northern Pacific is to
Spokune Falls. A company to build this road has been
organized and is waiting only for the Kootenai project to
be a little further advanced before commencing opern-
tions, The probabilities are that the whole route from
the city to i(mtauai will be under the management of
one company.

Notwithstanding the great regions to the south, west
and north, that ﬁm% their natural outlet throngh this ecity,
it is to the east that the chief attention of the business
men is now being turned. Throughout the Great West
all eyes are riveted on Ceeur d'Alene, Much has beon
snid for and against these new gold fields, and extreme
statements have been made by both “boomers” and
detractors, neither of which have sufficient evidence to
support them, The plain facts are that in the mountains
of ﬁnrtlmrn Idaho, between Coaur d’Alene Lake and the
summit of the Bitter Root, or Ceur d'Alene, Mountains,
there is a region about thirty miles square, which is
deemed by many who have visited it to be the richest in
placer and quartz gold now to ba found in the United
States. This belief is based upon the fact that good
prospects have been found on all the creeks and gulches,
that the only claim which has been worked to any consid-
erable extent has proved to be an exceadingly rich one,
and that samples of quartz ledges, which hisve been
reported to exist in great numbers, have given ver
large assays. Of eonrse a belief founded upon such
ovidence i# only an opinion, since nothing but a practienl
working of the placers and ledges can settle the ?uwl-in'u
he‘)-uml dispute; yet thousands, not wiiting for .tlun
opinion to be verified, are crowding into the new mines,
and reports received from points far and near are to the
offect that the movement in this direction is genoral
The indieations are that fully 20,000 people will visit that
region during the spring and summer, Half a dozen
new towns have been laid out in the mines, three news.
papers have been started, stores have been opened, and
all the preparations have been made for prosperous and
permanent business, z

The only town of any size within easy nccess of the
mines, and the only place where ggux‘lu of all 1l1m(ln oin
be purchased at reasonable prices, is Spokane Falls, A
splendid road leads from the city to the foot of Coeur
d'Alene Lake, near the United States military post of
that name, where has been founded Ceeur d'Alene City,
a town designed as a final starting point for the mines.
Many buildings have been erected there, and pre mrnt‘.uum
are being made to transact a large business. he Cour
d'Alene Transportation Company hns constructed a
stenmer to take passengers from that point up the lnke
and Ceeur @' Alene River as far as that stream is navigable.
A daily stage runs from Spokane Falls to Cour d'Alene
City, and a8 soon ns work can be done in the mountains
a stage rond will be completed into the mines, giving
passengers u choies of routes, In either case the gene
and favorite starting point will be from Spokane Falls.
A company hns been organized to construct railrond
from the city into the mines, ﬁ "Jf:';" e 1 lwéﬂ;
Congress granting it a charter r Y-
utrmﬁonmthillimwﬂlhemmmomndtbawn‘

season, sinoe its projectors have sufficient confidence in
the richness and permanence of the mines to begin work
without any other delay than logal complications render
necessary.  With n railrond furnishing the only adequate

outlet to the mines, with a line tapping the grain fields of
the Uppar Palonas, with another hrinsing €5 the alty e
vast prodaets of the Big Bend, Okanogan and intervening
country, and with still another draining the region to the
north, Spokane Falls will be the most important railrond
senter on the line of the Northern Pacifie botwoon Port-
land and Minneapolis ; and all these lines are demanded
by the developments now going on,

Tho elimate is always an important consideration to
one selecting o home, and n few words on thai subject
will be of interest,  Though, in n Pacifie Const senso, the
winters are cold and the summers warm, still in the
gonse in which those terms are understood in Town, 11li-
nois and Indinng, they nre by no means so. By n native
of those great interior States, the winter wonthor of the
Great Plitean of the Colwinbin would be considered ex-
tromely mild, while in summor he would miss those
oppressively hot days to which he was neeuscomod,  T'he
thermometer, ulso, 18 very decoptive, for even when it
renches the point generally supposed to indionto sweltor
ing heat, the sbsence of opprossiveness is marked. The
nights are always cool llmll rofveshing, vendering light
blnnkets neeossury for comfort.  Somo sensons snow mny
lie n month or gix woeks on the ground. Usunlly, how-
over, it disappears within a few days. The spoedy
melting of the snow is due at times to o somewhat ro.
markable phenomenon. A 'mrimliuul wirm wind blows
ap the channel of the Columbin from the southwest
throughout the year. This is called the * Chinook."
Before it the snow melts so rapidly that often in the
course of a_few hours no vestige romning where it lay o
foot in depth & day before. The “Chinook " wind is a
great bonefit to the mnull'r. Its warm, moist atmosphaore
i doubtless the result of its passage acrows the great
thermal ocenn stronm, known as the Japan careent, which
operates so powerfully to mitigate the elimate of the
entire Northwest coast, that otherwise would be cold and
rigorous in the oxtreme, Further, when it is colil, thers
are no rzor-like winds, as in many localition eust of the
Rocky Mountsing, Nothing could be more thoronghly
clnligftl[ul than the spring and fall months. Spring
beging in March with warm, plessant wonthor, and lusts
until the middle of May, At this season rain falls in
sufficient quantity to give life to vegotation and insure
good exops, while during the summer months  shower is
vare. 'The farmer ean depend upon inyariably clear
akies in harvest time, There were in 1884 but fifty.six
cloudy dnys reported by the United States Signal Ber-
geant, although all days with 10 per cent. of elondy nky
wore clussed ns cloudy.

There is one element always prosent that renders o
regidence in the city delightfal, m;rl thut is the besatiful
falls from which the eity derives its nume. They ure in
some respects the most lamjng in the Wuut. combining
grace and grandenr. The river oceupios sevoral ehan-
nels, and for n long distance flows tomuliuosly over n
saries of rapids, coscades and folls, the grentest being u
single plunge of sixty-five foet. from different s
of observation they present varying aspects, so tha thair
novelty never wears away, and in this plwuz&:nriaty
lies their greatost charm.  The rocky banks of river
contain many eurious formations, smong them being two
distinetly carved profiles, which have boon christensd the
wOld Man " and * Old Woman.” Our engravings fuith-
fally roproduce these peculinr formations, and one cannot
fuil to remark the & noss of the titles. From its
source in the d'Alene Lake to its union

|
1
|




