120

it fertility, bearing, besides the pine forests uml..hluu.'.l‘l
rrans, rose bushes, choke-cherry bushes, haws, willows,
:h, tl'ltl' pine trees average two to three feet m :!u:muh-h
full and gtraight, and mu!ﬁinu fine lumber. Many of %lm
troes nre fonnd that are five to gix feet in |_|1mni‘lvl'. which
minafnctared into lumber sells at the mills at from $10
I A niuugu' mill s now Il]){'!'ut_lllll
mn eonnection "l‘i”l “l" sawinill, . ”Ihl_‘l‘ “.I"“Lw“rkmg
machinery will be erected early this spring.  Across the
Columbin ou spurs of the Chsende Monntains ut.‘n 1=
monse forests, extontling neross the range to the Sound,
giving inexhaustible lumber resonrees, :

Of the Big Boud country J. Ao Donalilson, who nl‘l‘l}'i'd
on the ooast several months sinee from Manitoba, writes
from the Willamette Valley o his friends in Wisconsin
us follows: “1 have boen prelty well over the State of
Oregon, and hnve been us [nr gouth as the California
line; have boen all through the const counties and all
along the foothills of the Caseades, and up and down
both sides of the benutiful Willamette Valley. A man
with a few thousand dollars eould fix himself very com-
fortably in this charming valley, But for the man of
modurate monns, like yonrself and our Enstern frionds,
tiers Lies o district 300 miles up the Columbin known as
the Dudger Monntain eonntry,  This benutiful stroteh of
country 18 bounded on the east by vist coulees, on the
north, south and west by the Columbin. It covers an
wron of forty by sisty miles.  Badger Mountain proper
liew along the Colnmbin, and has on the northern end
nhout 12,000 neres of magnificent timber, A sawmill is
now in aperation, and a Mr. Willinms, of Manitoba, will
have & sow nnd flonring will rendy for business by Sup-
tomber, This will be on the east side, within un Tour's
haul of Okanogan.  Douglas county has the coming city
of the plain, Okanogan, for the connty seat.  Okanogan
i boautifully situnted.  She hns o grand sweep of coun-
try ull around her.  Looking away townnl the st over i
vost oxpanse of gently nndulating praivie, the eye resls
on the dark Blae line of the now famons gold miountains
of the Camr d'Alene, 200 wmiles awny.  Turning toward
the north you can track for 100 miles, throngh an equally
rich minerasl rut:inu. the silvery windings of the grand olil
lllml.qumm, looking toward the west you never tire of
looking upon the snow-clud peaks of the beantiful Cae.
cado range, the foothills bare il siiles covorad wit;h
towaoring Dionglag riru‘. ranning up 300 fest without a
Tinuly, l!n-- grandest sight from the town is to the south
over o hillowy prairie, the sunniest and riche :
evor ssen, and vou know [ haye seon o good part of he
conutry hath lmrtl] nndd gontly of the Ih'lllulnr_\' line. Tn
regand to emigrating, 1 would unhesitatingly sy, Come

At ones and bring all your friends with you, and try and
indues othors to come. Thore y ¥’

nre eids here nlready
Iml_ l.h.-n-'- room for millions umrof!’uml“‘dh s n!“‘mh.
I'lis rogion was erected into n separate county ealled

" l}nu%l)m hy the st Logislatare, with the county seat
Iru*n_h\ ot the new town of Okunogan.  This wonl}in :f
Indinn origin and moans “ conter of the eirele.” and whillt-
its arthography is uniqae, its menning is ;\'u!ull‘l‘fll“'.
Appropriate, ns the town site is looated iy nlmost tl{
axnet oonter of the broad seape of prairie wa have alrea lu'
1Ir:-wrl_lunl. uu:l~ this prairie is nearly iy the vunturl)i'
Washington  Territory, There A some twenty. i
different ways of spolling this name o8 used by diffe un(;
wrilors, and its present orthography was ado sted u[ll o
caroful study of the various WOYS s i -
tor much thought g | '
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I by others, and |1

located the eounty seat at this point.  As the title of f.h;

whole country was in the United States, it became necas.
gary to secure the town site by some means, and to dy
this the services of Judge W. Abbott Lewis, the leading
Innd lawyer of this section, was secured, and through him
title obtained to forty acres, which have hean plattca iulo
n town site, regularly laid ouf, with all streets 100 fat
wide, and fwenty feet alleys through every block. The
site selected is on a gentle swell sloping to the southenst
and overlooking the surrounding country. The plat hag
been surveyed, and alrendy some ﬁft]y; odd business lots
sold to parties who will improve t em at once, The
owners of the town have adopted the policy of not selling
lots in large numbers to speculators, but preferring to
sell to those who intend improving and omurﬂing them.
DBusiness np(‘.llill_l.*,‘:-i of all kinds will b_a foune are in tha
varions branches of trade, the professions, and mechanjes
of all kinds will find room and demand for their services,
and will be warmly welcomed to this new settlement,
where they will find excellent opportunities to build up
business for themselves, "

The greater portion of this is Government land, and
much of it has heen taken up by actual settlers. Tha
Northern Pacific Company's grant pushes out into the
Big Bend and includes some very choice agricultursl
lnuds.  Anticipating a rosh to this loeality cm'inli the
coming year, the compuny, through its agent in Portland,
Mr, Paul Schulze, has not only prepared for it in the
latter city, but has located a representative at Spokane
Fulls, who will gnide new-comers to this land of promise,

Across the Columbia to the west and northwest of the
Big Bend is the Okanogan mineral vegion, whose rich
ledges of quartz are attracting much attention, and where
will be developed some of the greatest mining industries
on this const. A railroad running from Spokane Falls
throngh the heart of Lineoln county to Okanogan,
offeriig an ensy outlet for the enormous bulk of grain
and other products which the Badger Mountain country
in a few years will produce, is one of the projects the
energetic business men of Spokane Falls have in view.
Such a rond will be absolutely demanded by the
necessities of commerce, and if not constructed by the
Northern Pacific as a feeder to its main line, will be built
by private capitalists as an independent road. Its ulti-
mate extension through the vast timber, mineral and cosl
elt of the Cascades to some harbor on Puget Sound
would be n natural séquence, ]

North of Spokane Falls is the county of Stevens, in
which is the Colville » ion, nlrew]y attracting much
attention by reason of its fertile vallay lands, magnificent
timber and valuable ledges of quartz. Last year many
immigrants settled in Colville Valley, and the indications
tre that this season will see a greater number still select
homes in that beautiful region, Chewelah is the name
of n town that has been laid out on a beautiful site at the
head of Colville Valley. Its central and commanding
osition will make of it the largest town north of Spokane
“alls. 1t is building up rapidly, and has a good saw mill
already ot work. To the northeast of Colville lies the
great Kootenai country, chiefly in British Columbia, but
im:t.ly in Idaho. The plans of the Columbin & A
im.lwa{ & Transportation Company for developing this
region have heen given in previous issues of Tnkmq"lﬂf
SHORE.  They embrace the construction of forty miles
of railroad from the Upper Columbin to Lake Kootenai,
¥ which a combination of rail and steamboot transporta-
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