S ¢ me

g ——

ORIGIN OF "CALIFORNIA" AND “OREGON."

BOUT the sonree from which sprung t]m'nnmeﬁ of
4 the two great States bordering on the Pacific Ocean
there elings an odor of mystery that renders a study of
the gubiect neenliarly interoating.  In either cage nll that
s |-mit‘irpl; known is the work in which it first uppvurml
in print, but beyond that all is mystery; andd th!s per-
plexing uncertainty has given rise to many theories, in-
genions and otherwise, in regard to which it may e said
that while cach possesses an element of possibility, more
proofs can be hrought forward to disprove them than to
bolster them up,

The word ** California " was first printed in n romance
issued o Seville in 1510, and entitled “The Sergas of
Esplandinn, the Son of Amndis of Gaul."  This was three
yoars prior to the discovery of the Pacifie by Balboa, and
ut o time when it was the universal belief that the great
continent whieh Columbus had discovered, and the
Cabots, Cartereal and others had partially explored, was
the Indies, or at least a great southeast and hitherto un-
known extension of the continent of Asin, about which
goographers then knew so little.  Here, perhaps, woulid
be found the magnificent Cathay of Marco Polo and the
worderful island of Cipango.  Imagination peopled it
with nations of strange civilizations, filled it with precions
webals wnd jewels in profusion, gave to it the fabulous
Fountain of Youth, and invested it with every desirable
feature that could be concetved necessary to muke of it
ot earthly realization of Heaven, oven to giving into its
keeping the Terrestrial Paradise from which the great
progenitors of mankind bad been driven in disgrace,
These ideas were seiged upon by the author of the
romance and embodied in the “Sergas” and the

7 result
was that his work became immensely popular,

; and was
universally read in Spain for many years nfterwards. In

this wonderful book ocenrs the following passa,
Koww that on the right hand of th
i, vy sear to (ke Torrestnal

2o
e Trictine theew i an tsland calld Califior-

Pamdise, which was peoplad by blaok women,
wHlow! sy men amng them, bevgise they were seenstomed 1o live alter thy

et of the Amasvina. They were sirutig aud handensd of txndim, of ardent
wnrngn and of great fores.  The inlasid was the stroiamst in the workd, from jrs

ey vk el gread elifle Their arms were all of gold aud s wore the
apatmons of the wild beasts they rode,

_lf‘nurt«-u years later we find the viotorious Cortez
writing from Mexioo to his sovereign, the groat ('hﬂ.l‘lf‘ﬁl
\. of Spain, that he is about to undertake the conquest l.!‘f
Colima, on the South Sea. as the Pacific was then called
and that be had information of “an island of Amazons m:
women only, sbounding in pearls and gold, lying ten dr:\'q‘
Journey from Colima” Ten years later o vessel i
patebed by Corter landed its mutinous erew on the
peninsaln of Lower Californin, twenty of whom we ':
munderad .l-'\' the natives, including xilu‘ilws. their ]uml"':
The remainder esonped and returped to Mexico, '[:ln:

next year Cortes hinsel! lnded where Ximines had beer
slain, and named the port Santa Crog, ¢ i

wngh up
oountry as a whole, whioh EY SPM o

. WS supposed to be an island
o title seoms 1o have been hastowed, Here L.u!‘t:\;

planted & colony which endure
1 WAL endured many handshine
;?'. finally compelled 1, sbandon the m;‘;m‘:l:“?’ﬁ
rﬁ.‘nll.hutfﬂ,\‘nnhwrlbl: humun(‘rom:m
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said: “Cortez, that he might no longer be a speciator of
such miseries, went on further discoveries, and landed i
California, which is a bay.” Here we find the firg}
specific application of the title, evidently to some port gn
the peninenla visited by the great Conguisilador; and
gradoally this name became associated with the entire
country claimed by Spain northwest of Mexico, as well as
the gnif lying between them. Still later, when more wag
known of the const, that portion lying east of the great
Colorado, and north of the mouth of the Gila River, was
designated as Alta California; and that is the land whigh
the United States conquered from Mexico in 1846, which
was invaded by a vast army of gold hunters in 1849, and
which in 1850 was admitted into the great sisterhood of
States under the name of California.

Many efforts have been made to trace the etymology
of the word, and some historians have advocated theories
far more ingenious than plausible. One of them advances
it as Lis opinion that the word is derived from the Latin
calix fornar, which being translated into English becomes
“u hot furnace,” and that it was manunfactured to order
by the priests who first planted the Cross of Christ upon
the burning sands of Lower California. That the title is
peculinrly appropriate, any one who has traversed the
wild wastes of sage brush and cactus beneath the scorch-
ing rays of a noonday sun will freely admit, but beyond
this it can have no support, since the name appeared in
the old romance in its entirety nearly two centuries be-
fore the Jesuits invaded the peninsula. There is also an
unpleasant air of pedantry attached to it, which is of itself
a sufficient reason for discarding it; names are seldom
manufactured in such a cold-blooded classical manner
Another thinks that Calida fornalla may be considered
the original words from which the title was evolved; but
this, besides being like the other several centuries too
late, seems to depend simply upon the euphony of sound,
and resembles too elosely the idea of the Irish immigrant,
who supposed that Oregon was named in honor of his
great ancestors, the O'Regans. It has generally come to
be admitted that the word has no etymology, and that it
émanated solely from the brain of the romancer of
Seville,

Though a word of more modern manufacture, fully as
|much mystery surrounds the origin of “Oregon” as we
{have found to attend the birth of “California.” Th_‘
thﬁmr_\r most generally accepted is thus set forth by
Bishop Blanchet in a letter recently published in the

| Oregonian : '

.Tumqhg Carver, an English captain in the wars by which Canada came a0
the possession of it Britain, nftor the peace, left Boston June 6, 170, cromed:
.““- coutinent to the Pacific, and returned October, 1708, In relation to bt
[ tenvels, which wore publishsd in 1774, and republished in 1578, ho s &Qmﬁ'
f taikes s of the word " Oregun. The origin of that word has never been dis-
| boverad in t.hn conntey, The fist Catholie missionnries—Father Mﬂ.
; Hishop of Vanoouy.¢ laland, and Father Blanchet, now Bishop of Oregos Citi=

arvived dn Oregiy, | 1088, They truvelind through it for many years, from soath
[ o uun.h. ffmu west to enst, visiting and teaching the numerous tribes of e
(%0, “.I!lll.uﬂun 'I'arrii.urr und Deitish possesions. But in nll their
1 uetmions smong the Indians they never succonded in finding the origin of b

e o Orvo.” Norw it mpioars that what could ot be fousd in Oregos bsh
17, Chitoant por rehbishop Rlanchet ia Bolivia, when he '“""i,,,.w ok
endonbtedly has tn oot o e gy Wiy
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