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THE WEST SHORE.

OUR INDUSTRIES AND RESOURCES.

L

The uuu.lpiul.i.uu of buumm.li'u;in:h:;. i
region opens the question of its power to support them,
and this leads to the deeper question w!wt!mr this sec-
fion can sustain itself in competition with the thriving
il[lll.lﬂtl‘il‘ﬂ of the Enst and of the wvast interior, r?ll?
problem eannot be golyed by the t‘runufi.!r uf. raw materials
across the continent to be returned in finished goods.
This policy proves suicidal to every uuuntr.y which merely
supplies raw miterials for the manufactories of Engl.uml
and New England.  When the South raised cotton chiefly
and bought food and elothing it became poor. Its lands
were worn oul.  Its planters were compelled fo find new
fiolds wost of the Mississippi. Indis, Africs, South
Ameries and Russin make little progress—barely exist-—
while shipping their coarse natural productions to the
marts of Great Britain and the United States, to receive
ek eargoes of manufactured goods.

When the Central Pacific Railroad was completed to
Sun Francisco, and the last spike driven in Utah connect-
ing it with the Union Pacific Railrond and all Eastern
lines, it was soen that these ronds would flood California
with merchandise and drain off all its gold aud silver,
leaving the State full of pauper laborers, To avert this
enlamity Willinm €. Ralston, smong other wealthy citi-
gons, rallisd all whom he could enlist to establish and
extend manufactories, start new industries and develop
resonrces hitherto antouched,  Bold in ndventure, as he
was over-sanguine of suceess, ho sunk his own fortune,
involved his friends and sacrificed himsolf, But the
many productive industries of that State have turned the
tide of pr wperity in its favor. This experience is a valu-
able testimony to our region, which horders the same vast
ocoun and has more natural advantages. Gentlemen have
come among us to inquire what industries are in progress
here, and what can b profitably increased and what new
ones wisely commenced.
~ The object of this series of artioles is to answer such
Inquiries as far as possible,
favorable conditions,

The tropics and the

| railronds to this

and to eite some specially

frigid zones have failed to
' . ' develop
either varied or important industries, Intense heat ulr

oold is unsuitable, But the climate of Western Euro

hias pruw_nl eminently propitions. The Atlantic Ucenpf
lempers its summers and winters. The Pacifie, on :
bnwulrr.r seule, modifies ours.  Both shores are mmia ﬂ]ika
salubrious by oceanic and wrial currents,. Work ¢ bz
d{mn here in or out of doors overy month of tlu;‘u

with but occasional exceptions,  Within o hundred J’_"I‘“'
nlhtlm mas?. the riw‘-rn seldom freeze over, Plowin m:“f’;
w 1;..!. sowing continue fr?r into the winter and [I‘:e iL
early in spring.  The logging camps form their buomf in

rivers and bays at 4] seasons, and lu i
. : mber mil}
for repains n‘ul lhi:,' Sabbath. The laborer hrel:\&b:‘;:;ifl
E m'rl:gnung air. He has abundant food and
ues his wark through the year wit), increased v lity,
These conditions i i %

under them thrives a luxuriant vegetation which suppliss
unfailing resources for many important industries.
The rich and abundant food supply of a country j§
pasential to ite most numerous and valnahle indych
We have the advantage of soil and climate, prolifie §
cereal, vegetable and fruit power, often and widely tests
and assured by unfailing harvests, with areas suffic
for tenfold our present population. Added to that fre
the land is the fish food from rivers, bays and oee
sbundant and within the means of the poorest. Den
will ereate supply for multitudes larger than we may &
pect to see. The laborer on this Northwest Coast li
always been well fed. It is a sign that he need »
suffer in this respect or be stinted like his fellow w
man in Western Europe, unless he wastes and destro;
himself by evil habits. B
Qur resources have been found more and
numerous and valuable in the qualities required for
dustrial purgnits. Grander forests, more extensive
iron and lime beds, and new mines of gold, silver
copper, will invite capital and labor during the cent
to come, Millions of acres wait for the plow. H
and flocks will have their pastures on the mount
The wilderness can be made a
1 desire to speak of a few of our leading indus
in detail, to show what they have become and to
out their needs and possibilities for the future, and
begin with one of the most important.
SALMON FISHERIES. ey

Every stream and bay on the coast of Oregon, Washs
ington, British Columbia and Alaska is thronged at
tain seasons of year with that great; food fish, the sa

thousands of hands in the aggregate, engaged in car
salting and drying these and other food fishes for ms
This industry has grown in twenty years to large pr
tions. The success of one salmon cannery on the Ca
bia River, with & few nets and an output of a few hun
cases, hns cansed the erection of more than fifty on
and other streams, bays and sounds, requiring over &
miles of nets, from 18 to 24 feet deep. ‘The eatch of 6
2,000,000 fish, as estimated, furnished last year
output of not less than 800,000 cases, 634,000 cases bel
from the Columbia River alone. This product, at $&
per case, gives a value of $8,600,000, one-half of whie
at least (%1,800,000), is paid for labor.

Fuilure of this industry is not to be feared or |
pected except by the destruction of salmon. The rive
of New England, formerly stocked with them, now h
none, unless recently replenished. No doubt the Colt
bin can also be deprived of them, yet a few hatcheries:

L

its upper streams would supply it permanently. The
e et . e i M
H]B}' c{]‘n b@ in th]..ﬂ . : .. . }

This industry, at first an exparim i, coninues &

grows. Over-supply, with some loss to the
has made it in some seasons a little un
trade marks are known and new hon

opened, while foreign ones have




