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knew all about them, that 1 would ride inside
4l morning. 1t seemed to me 08 if n subdued ¢-h'.|l_-|s]n1-
jnsued from his tobaceo-stained lips, but 1 wus '-'_"-' ured
und sleapy o notics it. 1 elambored into e vehiele and
composed myself for o nap, while visions --f_ sleep, more
or less disturbed, 1 knew, but still wloep, Hitted through
my mind
" For two or three miles the rond was level and smooth,
and 1 foll into n comfortable doze, lying on the hack seat,
with my duster for n pillow i o handkerehicf for o night
enp.  Suddenly there was n shoek guch as 1 hud nevor he-
fore experionced. My hend was jommed up agrinst DG
wide of tho stage and my feet songht in vain for an exit
”ll'"‘lHll the other, while my wholw |)m|_\' Bonneed up nndl
down like o spring-board,  In my youthful days 1 onee
foll from un upper baleony to the ground, nnd Inter was
one night arowsed from n nap on the cars by the train
jumping the track and endensoring to test its specific
ravity in n river, but this exeoeded wll my provious ex-
periencos.  Soon recovering from my astonishment |
thrust my head out the door to learn the nature and ex-
tent of the disaster, [ saw the stage was moving steadily
on, and s the driver spat unconeernedly over the wheel, 1
began to realize thut we had simply ran over n stone. That
it wis i small stone was quickly made evident, for we soon
run over seversl others, none of which were very lnrgo,
ind the effect so complotely eclipsad the first offort that
it sunk into utter msignificancs,  For an hour 1 did some
of the liveliest ground and lofty tambling it was ever my
fortune to engage in, traveling a1l about the interior of
the stage, and retarning at every lull to the baek seat,
which was made the base of operations. When at last
the stage stopped nt s station to change horses, 1 erawled
weekly ont and remnrked to the driver that T wasi't very
sleepy, and 1 guessad 1 would ride with Lim.  As he dn;..
terously oxpectorated over the off wheeler's buck and wn-
swored “All right,” I was oertain 1 heard n chuekle, but
folt l-m'mlullu\i to resent it, and treated it with contemp-
o hl]l:llm I folt “shmek up right bad," and then and
there resigued all elaim upon the back seat of an o
whagn forever,
"m:;:"::: :'l:l:wp;‘l: :.-hln:!;:-:; f:‘l"“:'ﬂ! : u}m.r hud an oppor-
fnuu.lluv darkness by the ‘"1' | 'm‘ .| I: e 48 AR curen)
! nll'saye™ beneath our foot,
It soemed to my unnceustomed ey as though we wero
oonstantly ranning into a solid wall of black, and yet the
horses followed the road s it twisted in and out ‘um.m '
the trees of the dense forest, skirted the odlgo of n ca |1\'ﬂ:
or un.-mnl ap and down the steop hillsides, the lln:m-
l:lnufklllu. llllI |nIlR Insh und ’“lﬂ'l"lliﬂll'ill.g hig team in the
choico English so eloquently handled by his eraft, Appar-

ently as unconeernad as if
3 pon o brond turnpik
e ook g npike under

ALl attempts o engage

pty

mot with but faint mmmm::;:n::: "ll;.:'u\:'r:: b
u:mh. but endowed with « iost vx[mwi\‘uu mlﬂ ‘: ity
The only trouble was that, somewhat unfnmillixl:'t'-ilhTt::
'I:.‘ngm“ 1 mmw h.ti]nl ln Brisp the delicate shades

meaning ¥ putting dirbet questions to him, man.

THE WEST SHORE

and sleep|nged to cat

ol the thread of his discourse. Our most ex.
tonded conversation was when, coming abruptly around
(Lie side of n hill, o magnificent spectacle burst upon our
view. The whole face of & mountain, geveral miles dis.
tant. wis ablaze with fire. The flames leaped far up info
the air, twining their scorching arms about the long
branches of the pines, while the whole heavens were
ablaze with light.

[ excluimed, “ Hello! there's a fire.”

(+runt—aflirmative.

“ Do we pass through it?”

(irunt—negative.

“ Does any one live there?”

(irunt—negative.

“ How long has it been burning?”

Girunt,

My inexperience in the language prevented me from
comprehending the last remark in the broad sense in
which it was no doubt used, and so I ventured to ask:

“ How long did you say?”

“Two weeks," he exclaimed with a snort.

“ Do they not try to put it out?”

Grunt—negative,

The fire did not seem to have the gigantic proportions
of n blaze of two weeks' standing, and so I remarked:

41 thought these forest fires were very dangerous and
burned immense tracts of timber, but this does not look
to be very extensive?"

“You don't know how much it has burned,” he re-
marked with a great effort.

This observation was so literally true and so erushing
to my ignorance that I relapsed into my former obseur-
ity, and watched the blazing forest until an intervening
hill rolled its opaque eurtain before the scene.

All night long we rode, slapping our hands and
stumping our feet to keep the blood circulating, gradually
nseeniding into the mountains, and keeping the great dip-
per alwiys before us. By a brilliant flight of conversation
similar to the former, I ascertained that I would get
nothing to eat intil seven o'clock in the morning, and waa
compelled to satisfy my rebellious stomach by chewing
ihf‘ quid of disappointment. A remark that I should
think he would convey a trifle of nourishment to allay the
guawing pangs within during his nocturnal journey, was
rt:lnwvrml by a grunt indicative of a failure to comprehend
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you and take a snack during the night?"
and the responsive grunt not only conveyed the idea that
he understood, but that he did no such thing, and had
“wufferin’ contempt ™ for any one who did.

About four o'elock the stars began slowly to fade from
the heavens, and the advancing army of day drove in the
ontpo : S ]

posts of the legion of darkness, and in an hour had
;’i‘:l:'f’l'-‘tl‘;])' Tﬂlltﬂd the enemy and driven them h'om the

was o grand sight to ses the conguering ad-
vance of the God of Day; and as we emerged from a H
"i‘;\h_\'un l-md saw the snow-crowned brow of Mount k
e o S e
0g rolled over the hills on which the
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